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Negotiators defend arms treaty 

GENEVA (R) — Crttkk who ray the strategic am treat; bdsg negotiated 
by die United State* and the Soviet Union ahorid go Amber could sink the 
pact, the chief U.S. nnrlri arms negotiator said Wednesday. U& 
■ali a wdiw Richard Bart, jatoed by ctfef Soviet neg o tiat o r Yuri NaxaHdn 
at a dbannaawae unfair, d efend e d the strategic anna reduction taBu 
(START) pact agates! its critics. “It has become very fwMnwMe to say 
tkac the START treaty doesn’t go far enough,” Burt said. ‘‘Those critics 
who say we rfwald do mote are playing a d ang e r o us game became they are 
playing rl^it into the hands of those hi Moscow and Washington who don’t 
want any arms ag r eem ent,” he odd. Disarmament a dvocates at the 
conference accused Washington and Moscow of dying to make the 
propos ed agreeamif look better than k actnafly was. But Burt said die 
treaty, to be rianplrml by the end of this year after more than eight years 
ofta&s, would farm the basis aT a teter and more fhr-reacfcteg pact. It was 
I mp o r ta n t to consolidate progress made so far rather than tow It aside and 
start d over agate, rsperi a lt y given instability In the Soviet Union. 
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^ Assad, Hrawl 
hold talks 


BEIRUT (R)-^ President EKas 
Hrawi Wednesday paid a surprise 
visit to Damascus and held talks 
with Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad; official sources, said. The 
sources gave no details of the 
The Syrian-Lebanese sum- 
mit, tie third since Hrawi was 
elected fast November, coincided 
with- peace inftfetiyes by France 
and r the Vatican to end four 
months -of inter-Christian battles 
and Lebanon^ 15- years of civfl 

war («e jwwe 2). 
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Turkey: Date of 
water talks uncertain 

ANKA^-fR) —Tripartite talks^ 
on sharing the watere of Turkey’s" 
southeastern rivers which supply 
Iraq and Syria: may be postponed 
bom June, to August , the Turkish 
Foreign Ministry said Wednes- 
day. Tbe issae has been a bone of 
contention; between Turkey and 
ite tvro.dbamstream neighbours 
since Ankara diverted the vital 
waters c& the Euphrates river for 
one moatb in January to fill the 
new Atat^ dam. Turkey had 
invited irrigation ministers from 
Iraq and Syria to Ankara to 
attend technical talks on the wa- 
ters bn June -26-27- but Syria had 
apt accepted' the dates yet, 
gpoliesmaa idarat Sungar mid. 
Iraq has said ft will attend. “Syria 
saTd, then* xonaster’s programme 
was foil oa foe June dates and 
propoi^J^ 

abb for (Tartesh Minister of Pufrr 
lie Works Cfehgiz) Altinkaya. We 
have proposed ^alternative date 
of Aug. 9? ^ungar *a£d. Syrian 


aa held mcondusive talks with his 
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Ankafafast weekia tybich the 
water problem was pronrinent 
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troyed OniSrian party-offices in 
fflie LebanCTe^allage of Bikfayah 
■ovem^tt ^ &c n r ity sources said 
;WetfeK»fo^i tl^ey said no one 
^was hurtwticn foe explosion rip- 
:ped throogfi the offices of foe 
;Falang&jp«ty in- the village, con- 
itroned ^Hrmy units ioyal to 
:General . MieheL Aoun. The 
ibombeidd^dra wMe used by a 
•tew paj^ members _wbo back 
: Aotra in his foajwnqnth-old war 
ragafast tfe;tebaneseFoTces(IJ) 
imiHtia^ foe socxrees said. The 
^leadexsb^ -of the^alazige sup- 
?ports . the ia its battle for 

fcohtrol af Lebanon’s Christian 

iSbyietsseek return 
Hrfj^hijacker 

iHELSIN& C/a?) — The Soviet 
‘einbassy tas demanded foe re- 
Iturn of a Wjadter who forced a 
doowstie Soviet flight carrying 60 
.people td feud^ m Hehdnki, FSn- 
rfiSh offidals said Wednesday. 
CM^ Kuztov,“20, seized foe twin- 
jet airliner Tuesday during a 
^ffi^ hmsjthe jLatviao capital of 
I^^^Miuinansk and asked for 
_potit^.'_asylum' after H landed, 
sflfi w “t^Bcials sm4. t AH 55 passengers 
and fo^ tyew nawmbeis returned 
to foe Soviet Unkm on foe twin- 

Jet Tupol^ 134 after being re- 
leased unharmed. Finmfo Fore- 
ign Mhusby ^x>kesman Jaakko 
Blcmiberg saidtheSoviet extrac- 
tion request “was in accordance 
with the; FSuunsb-Soviet agree- 
ment to . prevent hijackings. “No 
reply win 7 be given to Soviet 
autborfoes mrtfl foe matter of his 
applkaikm for political asylum 
h» been cda^>letely cleared up.” 
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Ezer W^lzma n s ues 
Jerusalem Post 

’TEL AVIV - (R) 7— Former 
cabinet "wnigter Ezer Weizman 
[has brought a $6 million libel suit 
in New York against the Jeru- 
»lem Post for reporting he would 

be tried ftw Bttegal.PLO contacts, 
an Israeli newspapers’ said 
Wednesday; “I am not denying 
it,”. Wetznfan fold Reuters. The 
daily' Haidashot quoted turn as 
‘iaying be -filed dte suit in New 
. York because, foe article, pub- 
lished in Jahuaxy. damaged his 
deputation hi^foe Umted States. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
.Shamir ; pushed Weizman, a 
Labour Party 'maverick; out of 
the poik^ttfaldiig mner . cabinet 


Gorbachev under 
pressure to quit 


with . meeting - officials of foe 
^eU 3Phbs|to ;■ £&rat ipp; PigBiasa- 

^ ;tion. ■ Parf iam e u fcp ians arg im- 
jjjl &2f mune from prpsre ai tion. 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet pott- 
tnro ha r dline r Yegor Ligachev 
dewninctd Presideftt MOchafl 
Gcrtmcftwv Wednesday and sag- 
Vested be sboedd rdtnqafadi the 
Ce mmuni g t Party leadership. 

I Jga rhe v, qieaking at a cotn- 
i nunfat conference ««»**<» by 
angry attacks on Gorbachev, 
accused the pre s i d en t of taking 
key economic and foreign poficy 
drrtefanw wBhnwt consnMng «*y 
party bodies. 

A tqpfo in the party, which has 
ruled the Soviet Union s hw* 
1917, was now inevitable, he 
said. 

TASS news agency said 
Ligachev, “dearly shading to 
Joint tenancy of foe posts of 
party general s ecre t ary and 
president of the USSR,** de- 
clared: “One cannot head the 
party, fob leading force, with- 
out d*M*ath*g aH one’s to 
It..." 

.The attack on 59-year-old 
Gorbachev came 12 days before 
a crucial party congress which 
corid dedde the fottxre of com- 
wwte 1 fatyftwM U n io n —«* 
Goriachev’s political fate. 


Ligachev was quoted by 
TASS assaying: ‘T believe that 
as a memb er of the pefitbnro I 
understand the danger (inhe- 
rent hi) perestroBtn — the plan- 
ned and growhig work of anti- 
sodaHst forces to weaken wad 
ritfmatriy destroy from wtthin 
foe Comnumbt Party and foe 
Sodafot Union of Republics. ** 
Western reporters were bar- 
red flrom the Randan commun- 
ist conference after stormy 
scenes Tuesday when hardUn- 
ers, foe vast majority of dele- 
gates, attacked Gori»achev*s re- 


One accused those dose to 
ttn of encouraging a “cult of 
personality** — a refti t ace to 
foe adaption of dictator Josef 
Statin. 

Gorbachev, fighting to ward 
off a spfit in the party at the July 
congress, intervened angrily 
during foe meeting Wednesday 
— and raised the prospect that 
he may not stay 4 foe beta of 
the party for long. 

“I think some comrades are 
trea ti ng the gene ra l secretary 
and president very 


be told the conference. 

“It’s not a question of me 
(personally). Tomorrow or hi 10 
or 12 days tine. Acre cou l d be 
another general s ecret ar y . ” 

“Before making a judgement 
and stiB more before making 
accusations, yon have got to 

know and undtrstrad if there 

b such an a ttitud e by those at 
foe conference to those norain- 
ated at sock a tsrafesg point in 
history, we can’t end eqp any- 
where but in chaos,” be arid. 

Moscow party chief Yuri Pro- 
kofyev said he did not believe 
Gorbachev’s remarks meant he 
would not stand for the post of 
party leader again in July. 

“It was a natural camrncnt 
and, 1 think, dneto tfaecriticbm 
voiced against him,” he said at 
a news c on fe rence. 

The co he rence voted over- 
whelmingly Wednesday to 
band a new P— wfan Comnm- 
bt Party w ithin the framework 
of the Central Soviet party. 
Gorbachev had welcomed the 
move bat iarieted it eho al d yield 
to foe centre on key ini (see 
page 8 for earfier story). 


U.S. breaks dialogue 
with PLO, sets terms 


HUNTSVILLE, Alabama 
(Agencies) — The United States 
has suspended its 18-month dia- 
logue with foe Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation because of 
FLO Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
refusal to condom a guerrilla 
attack on - Israel, President 
Georgib Bush announced 
Y/edjaesday. 

’ “Based on the .recommenda- 
tion of foe secretary of state, I 
have derided to . suspend foe 
dialogue between foe United 
States and foe PLO pending a 
satisfactory response from the 
FLO of step® it is taking to 
resolve problems associated with 
the recent acts of terrorism,” 
Bosh said at a news conference 
during a one-day visit to Alabama 
and North Carolina. 

In Ifoiis, foe PLO said foe 
U.S. decision was a provocation 
and it would ask Arab states to 
impose . economic sanctions on 
foe United States. 

Jamil . H3al t director of the 
FLO’S information department in 
Tunis, told Reuters: “It’s an un- 
friendly and provocative act. It 
win be seen as a Now to foe peace 
process.” 

HQal said: “(the decision) will 
encourage (Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak) Shamir’s war cabinet to 
use more r epression in foe occu- 
pied territories and commit acts 
of aggression against other Arab 
states. 

“It is a provocation to all Arab 
states, especially, after the Bagh- 
dad summit (in May). We will call 
on Arab states to implement the 
Baghdad summit resolutions, in- 
cluding economic sanctions 
■against the United States.** 


PLO leader warns of rise in 
extremism, stresses peace step 

THE AMERICAN decMon to break Washington's dialogne with the 
PLO wffl fori violence and e i t iwnl— fat foe Middle East, but the 
FLO JenforsUpLxemalns committed to its peace strategy, a sealer 
rail niinlsn lender ttid Wednesday. 

“We repel foe Americ a n decision, which decs not serve U.& 
interests or foe canse of p e a c e, ” arid Sabh Khriaf, deputy to PLO 
Chairman Yaasar Arafat in foe Fateh movement in a statement to 
foe Jordan Times and AI Ra*l. “It will farther Israel’s extremist 
position and help the brash government to carry oat aggression on 

foe Arab Nation,” he said. 

“We hold foe U.S. responsible for Che ewnitartnn of violence and 
hIimIm which wfl swee p the region as a result of its derision,” 
said Khriaf. 

However, he added, “the PLO leadership wffl remain committed 
to its peace strategy mid initiative and wSl pursue every means to 
achieve peace la the region in cooperation with the Arab countries.” 


“The PLO will continue to 
bold to its peace initiative and do 
its utmost to mobilise world opin- 
ion- The intifada (uprising in foe 
occupied territories) will continue 
vnfo greater intensity because we 
have no other alternative,” he 
added. 

The PLO's 15-man Executive 
Committee was to meet in Bagh- 
dad Wednesday night or Thurs- 
day to discuss the U.S. decision. 

Bush said in Huntsville the 
United States felt Palestinian par- 
ticipation was vital to a Middle 
East peace agreement but set 
conditions for resuming a U.S.- 
PLO dialogue. 

Mainly, be said, the PLO must 
condemn a May 30 assault by one 
of its factions against Israeli 
beaches and also discipline the 
alleged leader of that raid, 
Mohammad Abbas (Abu 


Abbas). 

“We've given foe PLO ample 
time to deal with this issue. To 
date the PLO has not given a 
credible accounting of tins inci- 
dent,” the president said. 

“Any time the PLO is prepared 
to take the necessary steps, we 
are prepared to promptly resume 
the dialogue.” 

Bush said U.S. contacts with 
the PLO, initiated in December 
1988 after Arafat renounced ter- 
rorism and recognised the exist- 
ence of Israel, had been benefi- 
cial. 

“I think things are better be- 
cause we had the dialogue,” he 
said. 

He also said he was pleased 
that the FLO had distanced itself 
from the May 30 assault, 

(Continued on page 2) 


Honecker 

denies 

sheltering 

guerrillas 

EAST BERLIN (R) — Dis- 
graced former East German 
Ctanmumst leader Erich Honeck- 
cr Wednesday denied having 
given shelter to West' Gentian 
urban guerrillas sought for mur- 
der and bombings. 

In a rare statement issued 
through his lawyer, Honecker, 
77, said he learned through the 
media that eight suspected mem- 
bers of the Red Army Faction 
(RAF) had been living in East 
Germany, protected by the for- 
mer security police. 

The eight, hunted by Bonn for 
more titan a decade on suspi c ion 
of HHwg top businessmen, bank- 
ers and ovQ servants and attack- 
ing U.S. troops, have been 
attested in the last two weeks in 
Germany. 

' “I strongly p ro tes t against the 
suspicion raised pub&dy that I 

supporte d terrorism. None of 
these accusations ore true,™ Hon- 
edeer said. ’ 


Mandela arrives to 
hero’s welcome in U.S. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Nelson 
Mandela, a fr e edo m fighter who 
became one of the world’s most 
celebrated political prisoners, ar- 
rived Wednesday in the United 
States looking for money and 
moral support for his battle 
against apartheid. 

Mandela's plane touched down 
at John F. Kennedy International 
Airport at 11:30 a.m. (1500 
GMTT), Ins first stop on a 12-day, 
eight-city U.S. tour. 

Greeting Mandela on foe tar- 
mac were his daughter Zcnani, 
the Rev. Jesse Jackson, Mayor 
David Dmkins, New York Gov- 
erno Mario Cuomo: New Jersey 
Gov. Jim Florio, rad hundreds of 
supporters and well-wishera- 

“The presence of Nelson Man- 
dela generates hope around the 
world,” Jackson said prim to 
Mandela’s arrival. “Just as the 
walls came down in Berlin, they 
should cook down in South Afri- 
ca as well.” 

- Mandela’s arrival in New York . 
was pushed back nearly two 
hours because or g an is e rs said the . 
Tl-year-old leader needed more 


rest Mandela had been in Cana- 
da on his worldwide fund-raising 
trip. 

Mandela is in the midst of a 
sixp-week tour of 14 nations in 
Africa.-Europe and North Amer- 
ica that began June 6 — one day 
after be was discharged from a 
Johannesburg hospital after 
surgery to remove a cyst from Ins 
bladder. 

A hero’s welcome was in store 
for the deputy president of the 
African, National Congress 
(ANC). Among Wednesday’s 
activities were a ticker-tape para- 
de through New York’s concrete 
canyons to city hall, where Dink- 
ins was to present the key to the 
city. 

A speech to a Brooklyn high 
school was changed to a drive 
past the school because of his 
delayed arrival. On Thursday he 
is to address a rally at Yankee 
Stadium. 

Along with the festivities celeb- 
rating tiie end of Mandela’s 27- 
year imprisonment In South Afri- 
ca will be meetup with business, 
religious and political tenders- 


Jordan gets $55m in cash 
and oil as aid from Kuwait 


By P.V. Vlvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Jordan has received 
$55 millicn as financial aid from 
Kuwait, raising the total amount 
received in Arab assistance in 
1990 to $165 million, and the 
Kingdom is confident that the 
total Arab assistance for this year 
would be over $500 million, a 
senior official said Wednesday. 

“We have received from 
Kuwait $25 million in cash and 
$30 milli on in oil and oil pro- 
ducts,” said the official, speaking 
to reporters on condition of 
anonymity. It is the first instal- 
ment of a total Kuwaiti aid of $75 

millinn in «wli and $60 millio n in 

oil and oO products for this year 
in response to Jordan’s call for 
support made at the Arab summit 
held in Baghdad last month, the 
official said. Kuwait will transfer 
the remainder of its pledge before 
the end of the year, he added. 

“From tiie beginning of tins 
year, we have rec rived confirmed 
Arab pledges of $270 million in 
cash and kind and we have actual- 
ly received $165 million,” said the 
official. “We hope that Saudi 
Arabia will send us (its contribu- 
tion of finaqeial support) very 
soon,” be added. 

A break-op of the amount re- 
ceived by Jordan so far this year 


showed that $60 million came 
from the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) in two payments — one of 
$20 million received in April rad 
$40 million last week — $25 
million from Iraq (which has 
pledged $50 nriSion), $20 million 
from Qatar (which paid two in- 
stalments of $10 million each), 
and $5 minio n from Oman in 
addition to the Kuwaiti grant, 
which was received Monday. 

Part of the assistance was in 
compliance with promises made 
last year, according to the offi- 
cial. “We are confident that the 
total Arab assistance for tins yew 
will exceed $500 million,” he said 
without giving any specifics on 
expected aid from Saudi Arabia, 
the only Arab country which ful- 
filled its pledge of financial sup- 
port for Jordan at the 1978 Bagh- 
dad Arab summit. The duration 
of the pledge expired in 1988. 
However, Jordan received at 
least $200 million in additional 
Saudi assistance last year, bat 
Riyadh has not indicated the aid 
level for tins year. 

Following a strongly- worded 
warning by His Majesty King 
Hussein to last month’s Arab 
summit that Jordan on its own 
was no longer able to maintain its 
defence capabilities against 
brae). Prince Sand AI Faisal, the 
Saudi foreign m i n ister, said that 


his country “will not abandon 
Jordan.” The summit's final com- 
munique said Arab countries 
would extend financial support to 
Jordan but left it to bilateral 
arrangements to determine the 
volume and nature of assistance. 

The Jordanian official noted 
that foe national budget for 1990 
projects Arab aid of $360 million 
“which will help us arrive at a 
balanced budget.” Now that signs 
are strong of higher receipts than 
envisaged, foe Kingdom’s im- 
mediate fiscal problems could be 
alleviated considerably, he 
added. 

Libya, one of tbe seven Arab 
countries which undertook to 
help Jordan under the 1978 Bagh- 
dad summit but which did not live 
up to the commitment, has not 
indicated whether it would ex- 
tend any assistance to the King- 
dom, the official said in reply to a 
question. He also said that no 
date was set for a visit to Libya by 
tbe King in response to an invita- 
tion extended to him by Libyan 
leader Mnammar Qadhafi daring 
last month’s summit. 

On the broader political con- 
text of tbe Arab-IsraeH conflict, 
foe official dismissed as a “bluff” 
an invitation made by Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir to 
Syrian President Hafez AI Assad 
to peace talks. The “invitation,” 


which was contained in an inter- 
view Shamir gave to an Egyptian 
magazine last week, ‘is nothing 
but a stalling tactic aimed at 
gaining ground and time,” the 
official said. “We are not talcin g it 
seriously." 

Damascus has not responded 
directly to tbe Shamir invitation, 
but one day after the interview 
appeared, AI Baath, tbe mouth- 
piece of the ruling Baath Party in 
Syria, attacked the Israeli prime 
minis ter for his hardline policies 
and the “war cabinet" he formed 
last week. 

Replying to other questions, 
the official said the government 
was studying a recent report on 
Jordan issued by Amnesty Inter- 
national which welcomed the 
Kingdom's moves towards pro- 
tecting human rights. “Tbe report 
contains many positive points,” 
tbe official said. “We are study- 
ing it,” he added, raising the 
prospect that the Kingdom might 
respond to the report. 

The official said he expected 
the Lower House of Parliament 
to complete its review of the draft 
of a new defence law forwarded 
to ft by the government as substi- 
tute for tbe 1935 defence law by 
the end of this month. “The 
government’s commitment (made 

(Continued on page 2) 


Italy . 
promises 
EC action 
on Mideast 

ABU DHABI ( AP) — An Italian 
foreign ministry official has said 
his country would push for a 
Middle East peace initiative by 
the European Community (EC) 
when it takes over the chair- 
manship of tbe 12-nation alliance 
next month. 

Claudio Lenoci, under- 
secretary for foreign affairs, told 
a news conference the initiative 
would involve urging the EC to 
exert pressure on the new hard- 
line government in Israel under 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

"The initiative I am talking 
about is practicing political press- 
ure on Shamir's government for it 
to be peaceful and not aggressive, 
and that pressure shall be within 
the framework of the European 
Community,” Lenoci said. 

Italy becomes the chairman of 
the EC on July 1. 

Lenoci described Rome's 
stance on the Palestinian problem 
as “an advanced one.” 

He expressed concern about 
the deadlock in Middle East 
peace initiatives, especially the 
lack of progress in Egyptian and 
U.S. efforts to arrange a diret 
dialogue between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

Lenoci met with UAE Presi- 
dent Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 

Turning to foe large-scale in- 
flux of Soviet Jews into Israel, 
Lenoci said: “Italy had 
announced- that Jewish emigra- 
tion would complicate tiie prob- 
lem and delay foe peaceful re- 
solution in tiie region, but we do 
not have any solution to the 
emigration.” 


Palestinians strike to 
mark ‘black Sunday’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( AP) — - Palestinians in rtig occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
staged a general strike Wednes- 
day, marking a month’s passing 
since the massacre of eight 
Palestinians by a lone Israeli gun- 
man outride Tel Aviv. 

“We will never forget the 
heroes of black Sunday,” said a 
slogan painted in green on a wall 
along foe main street of Gaza 
Gty. It referred to the victims of 
foe May 20 attack and was signed 
by the fundamentalist movement 
Hamas. 

The murders in the Tel Aviv 
suburb of Rishon Letzion set off a 
spate of protests in which 18 
Palestinians were killed, most in 
army gunfire. Two Israelis also 
were stain in Tevenge attacks. 

In Gaza, only a few hundred 
Palestinian workers left their 
homes to go to jobs in Israel, 
according to Arab reports. Tbe 
victims in the Rishon Letzion 
killings were all Gaza labourers 
waiting for day jobs in Israel. 

In tbe West Bank city of Nab- 
lus, two Palestinian youths in tbe 
Wad AI Tufah quarter stopped 
cars that were on roads in de- 
fiance of strike orders rad fined 
the drivers 20 shekels ($30). 

Witnesses said the youths were 
handing out receipts for the fines 
on forms signed by the United 
National Leadership of the Upris- 
ing. Soldiers came in a comman- 
deered Arab car and arrested the 
two youths, foe witnesses said. 

In most areas of Gaza, the 
West Bank and Arab Jerusalem, 
traffic was sparse and virtually all 
shops were closed in response to 
tbe strike call, according to Arab 
reports. 

Tbe general strike was called 


by the uprising’s underground 
leadership. A communique 
issued last week called on the 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories to raise black flags and to 
turn off lights and sound whistles 
for 15 minutes starting at 9 p.m. 
(1300 GMT). 

The communique was the 58th 
issued since the start of the 
Palestinian uprising in December 
1987. 

On Tuesday, a court ordered 
Ami Popper, a 21-year-old 
Israeli, held for another 10 days 
m jail on charges he murdered 
seven Palestinians in Rishon Let- 
zion and wounded 10 others. A 
date will be set for trial once his 
lawyer reviews the evidence. 

A lone gunman ordered about 
50 Arab laburers to sit in rows, 
then opened fire on them with an 
assault rifle. 

An Israeli Arab accountant 
and part-time poet was placed 
under house arrest Tuesday and 
faces trial on charges that in his 
poems about the uprising he iden- 
tifies with an unspecified “terror 
organisation.” 

Shaft k Habib, the first Israeli 
Arab author to be prosecuted for 
his writings, said he feared au- 
thorities were Dying to set a 
precedent. 

"This is a very serious move 
against an Arab intellectual. This 
lit up a red light for all of us,” 
said Habib, a father of six who 
lives in the northern village of 
Deir Hanna and works for a bus 
company in nearby Nazareth. 

Police claimed after Habib's 
arrest last week that in a collec- 
tion of poems entitled "Return to 
the Future," he calls for the 
continuing of the uprising and 
appeals to Arabs to use firearms. 


Zionists 

retract 

revolution 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— World Jews, whose backing is 
crucial for Israel, Wednesday 
drop ped a resolution opposing 
settlement of Soviet Jews mi the 
occupied Arab territories after 
bitter debate and a warning by 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

Shamir told the World Zionist 
Organisation (WZO) that warn- 
ings of war over the Soviet Jews 
were an Arab “ruse” to sabotage 
their immigration to Israel. 

Moments before Shamir, a 
champion of Jewish settlement in 
foe occupied territories, addres- 
sed foe WZO general council, its 
members argued heatedly over 
foe issue. 

Some of the 150 delegates yel- 
led insults at each other over tbe 
draft resolution which in effect 
called for no Soviet Jews to be 
settled in foe occupied West 
Bank or Gaza Strip. 

One of the delegates who prop- 
osed the settlement resolution, 
Hillel ShuvaJ, told Reuters it had 
been intended as a warning to 
Israel that tbe Jewish state might 
not receive the full backing of 
world Jewry if it continued with 
“irresponsible” policies. 

A final vote was postponed 
until after Shamir’s speech when 
the council chairman announced 
foe resolution had been with- 
drawn. Sources in the delegation 
proposing the resolution said they 
had withdrawn it to avoid further 
divisive argument. 

WZO members, traditional 
supporters of Israel, are being 
asked to foot much of the bill for 
settling upto one million Soviet 
Jews in the next five years. WZO 
has an international membership 
of 1.2 milion. 


Uzbekistan 


sovereignty 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Central Asian republic of 
Uzbekistan Wednesday 
approved a “declaration of 
sovereignty,” TASS news 
agency said, in another chal- 
lenge to President Mikhail 
Gorbachev's authority. 

Te document, passed at the 
first meeting of a new parlia- 
ment in the capital Tashkent, 
declared the supremacy of 
Uzbekistan laws in tiie repub- 
lic and placed all issues of 
domestic and foreign policy 
under the authority of tbe local 
government, TASS said. 

Hie official news agency 
said toe document declared 
“sovereignty of the Uzbek 
Soviet SocaKrt Republic with- 
in a renewed Soviet federa- 
tion” bnt (Sd not amount to 
secession from the Soviet Un- 


ion. 

TASS said it had earlier 
erroneously referred to the 
document as a “declaration of 
independence.” 

A woman who worked at 
the Uzbek news agency Uztag 
said the wording was similar to 
a few passed by the Russian 
Federation, tiie largest of tiie 
Soviet republics, on June 8 
that its laws took precedence 
over the Soviet constitution. 

“Tbe declaration proclaims 
Uzbekistan's state sovereignty 
and the supremacy of republi- 
can laws cm its entire terri- 
tory,” TASS said. 

It said the declaration was 
passed by a majority after 
“sharp debate,” Some de- 
puties wanted to postpone tiie 
matter until after a new union 
treaty was worked out with 


Moscow. 

With the declaration Uzbe- 
kistan, scene of repeated out- 
breaks of ethnic violence in the 
last year, joined the three Bal- 
tic republics and Russia in- 
dedaring its laws hold sway 
over those of Moscow. 

Lithuania has gone the 
farthest, declaring on March 
11 that ft was no longer part of 
tbe Soviet Union. Its aster 
Baltic republic, Latvia and 
Estonia, have declared in 
favour of a transition to inde- 
pendence. 

Tbe parliament in the south- 
ern republic of Georgia also 
defied the Kremlin Wednes- 
day by appro ving a declaration 
recognising foe Baltic repub- 
lics’ right of self- 
determination. 

It expressed Georgia’s 


readiness to establish direct 
economic rad political ties 
with Lithuania, Latvia and 
Estonia, a spokesman for foe 
Georgian news agency Gruzin- 
form said. Moscow has im- 
posed an economic blockade 
against Lithuania. 

Gorbachev originally took a 
bard line on the Baltic moves 
for indepe n dence, bnt recently 
softened slightly, saying be will 
hold talks with the Lithuanians 
if they suspend their declara- 
tion for the duration of tiie 
dkmssions. 

He also stopped short of 
condemning outright foe Rus- 
sian sovereignty declaration. 
He has said he favours a new. 
federated union of republics 

and asked his advisers to draw 

up related proposals. 


Sfi- 
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Syria appears to reject 
Vatican’s Lebanon plan 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — Syria appears to have 
rejected a Vatican plan aimed at bringing peace to 
Lebanon, Syrian officials and diplomats said 
Wednesday. 


It cafllt aft French envoy Fran- 
cois Scheer visited Beirut and 
. Damascus lobbying support for 
' the Vatican plan to end 15 years 

■ of civil war in Lebanon. 

The officials said Syrian Vice- 
President Abdul-Halim Khad- 
' dam and Lebanon's parliamen- 
:tary Speaker Hussein Hosseini 

■ dismissed any initiative which did 
: not conform to the so-called Taif 

accord during a meeting in 

■ Damascus Tuesday night. 

Diplomats said fresh backing 
' for foe Taif agreement by Syria' 
meant a rejection of the Euro- 
pean plan because it would re- 
quire revising and modifying the 
Arab-brokered accord. The Sy- 
rian-backed government of 
Lebanese President Elias Hrawi 
. says the Taif pact cannot be 
' altered. 

“Khaddam and Hosseini dis- 
' cussed ways of implementing the 
(Taif) National Reconciliation 
Charter and both agreed that the 
' charter is foe only possible solu- 
tion to the Lebanese crisis," the 
officials said. 

French embassy officials said 
; Scheer, director-general of the 
French Foreign Ministry, would 
' return to Beirut after briefing 
Syrian leaders on the Vatican 
plan. It (Jails for Christian army 


General Michel Aoun and 
Lebanese militia leader Samir 
Geagea to recognise the Hrawi 
administration. 

Diplomats said Saudi Foreign 
Minister Prince Saud Al Faisal, a 
member of a three-nation com- 
mittee charged by the Arab 
League with solving the Lebanese 
civil war, was due in Damascus 
on Wednesday. 

They said Prince Faisal would 
discuss the Vatican plan ahead of 
a ministerial meeting of the com- 
mittee, which includes Morocco 
and Algeria, in Paris Friday. 

The Taif charter, a power-shar- 
ing agreement among Christians 
and Muslims was worked out by 
Lebanon's parliamentary de- 
puties in the Saudi resort of Taif 
and approved by the Lebanese 
parliament last November. 

Aoun and Geagea have been 
locked for months in a bloody 
struggle for contra 1 of foe east 
Beirut Christian enclave in which 
more than 1,000 people have 
been killed. 

General Aoun has rejected the 
Taif accord and considers foe 
Hrawi government a Syrian 
puppet. 

Syria is the main foreign power 
broker in Lebanon where it has 
about 40,000 troops. 


Scheer met Aoun, Geagea and 
foe Maronite patriarch in east 
Beirut Wednesday while Aoun's 
troops and Geagea's Lebanese 
Forces militia exchanged 
machinegun fire along a web of 
frontlines in the Christian half of 
the capital. 

After conferring with Aoun for 
90 minutes, the envoy said with- 
out elaborating: "My discussions 
with the Lebanese officials have 
been positive.” 

Police said Wednesday two 
people were killed and three 
wounded in the latest clash. 

The fighting has killed 1,042 
people and wounded 2,783 since 
it broke out on Jan. 30 for domi- 
nance of the 800-square- 
kiiometre Christian enclave. 

The fighting subsided at dawn 
(0100 GMT), but police said ten- 
sion remained high in foe Christ- 
ian enclave, where a fragile ceas- 
efire brokered by the Vatican has 
been in effect since May 17. 

Syrian Vice President Abdul 
Hahm Khaddam. the architect of 
Damascus' policy in Lebanon, 
told reporters in the Syrian capit- 
al Tuesday: "Any attempt that 
does not try to implement foe 
national charter (Taif pact)... will 
not achieve for foe Lebanese 
what they hope for.” 

Kh addam made the remark af- 
ter talks with Hosseini, who 
started a visit to Damascus when 
Scheer began his mission in 
Beirut Tuesday. 
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Jordan gets $5 5m 


(Continued from page 1) 


ill January) to Parliament was 
that foe law would be ready in six 
months,” the official recalled. 
“The draft law is now before the 
House. Sure enough, it will be 
scrutinised, studied well and 
perhaps amended before it is 
approved” 


Saudi Arabia vows to deal 
harshly with political pilgrims 


NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia 
says it will deal harshly with 
pilgrims found in possession of 
’ political pamphlets or other ban- 
ned material. 

The Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA), received in Nicosia 
Wednesday, quoted the Interior 
Ministry as saying: ‘'Violators 
will be prosecuted and deported, 
while those found with banned 
materia] will deterrently punished 
without any leniency.” 

Some pilgrims, it said, were 
carrying books, pictures or pub- 
lications "with political, prop- 
aganda or ideological aims.” 


More than 430.000 people from 
throughout the Muslim World 
have so far arrived in Saadi Ara- 
bia for the annual pilgrimage 
which is due to start at the 
weekend. 

About 400 pilgrims, mostly Ira- 
nians, were killed during the 1987 
pilgrimage in dashes in Mecca 
between Iranian-led, anti-West- 
ern demonstrators and Sandi 
security forces. 

During last year’s pilgrimage, 
one pilgrim was killed and 16 
were wounded when bombs ex- 
ploded near the Mecca shrines. 

Saudi Arabia subsequently be- 


headed 16 Kuwaiti Shi'ites, in- 
cluding 10 of Iranian origin, after 
finding them guilty of planting 
the bombs. 

Iran is boycotting the pilgrim- 
age for the third year running in 
protest at quota restrictions on 
the numbers of pilgrims allowed 
into Saudi Arabia. 

Tehran had previously deman- 
ded the right for its pilgrims to 
make political statements during 
the pilgrimage. 

The Saudi Directorate-General 
of Passports called on all resi- 
dents and visitors to cany identity 
papers. 


Rebels say 21,802 Ethiopian troops killed 


NAIROBI (R) — The rebel 
Ethiopian People’s Revolution- 
ary Democratic Front (EPRDF) 
said Tuesday its forces had killed 

- 21 ,802 government troops in bat- 
tles over the last three weeks 

•'north of Addis Ababa. 

The rebel radio, monitored in 
-.Nairobi, said another 10,000 
: trooos were captured in a series 
of victories between May 25 and 

- June 15 Southwest of Dessie, 300 


kilometres north of the Ethiopian 
capital. It said nothing about re- 
bel casualties. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the rebel claims. The 
Ethiopian government made no 
comment on them but diplomats 
in Addis Ababa said there had 
been recent reports of fierce 
fighting near Dessie. 

Ethiopian rebel groups fre- 
quently report heavy casualties 


inflicted on government troops, 
but seldom indicate their own 
casualties. The EPRDF is dosely 
linked with the Tigray People’s 
liberation Front, which controls 
most of Tigray province, north of 
Dessie. 

Meanwhile the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) is resuming operations in 
war-torn Ethiopia after an abs- 
ence of two years. 


BAGHDAD (R) — Clergymen 
from 70 Muslim countries de- 
clared Wednesday that Iraq’s 
"holy warrior,” President Sad- 
dam Hussein, is obeying God and 
foe Koran in building weapons of 
mass destruction. 

More than 700 Islamic notables 
gathered in Baghdad for three 
days this week to back Hussein in 
his propaganda war with foe West 
over Iraq's weapons develop- 
ments, the most advanced in the 
Arab World. 

Their final declaration accused 
Israel, foe United States and Bri- 
tain of vicious media campaign 
and called on Muslims around the 
world to make ready to defend 
Iraqi against a likely Israeli 
attack. 

It urged Islamic dergy to stand 
beside “the Mujahid (holy war- 
rior) Saddam Hussein” in his 
effort "to acquire foe deferent 
force ordered by Allah in his 
Holy Book to frighten foe ene- 
mies of Allah and Muslims.” 

“This force must be employed 
to defend foe nation and protect 
its countries, believers and holy 
shrines from cr imin al Zionists 
and those enemies of Islam who 
support them,” it said. 

Hussein spoke to the clergy- 
men on Monday, repeating his 
threat to mount an all-out attack 
against Israel if it struck at Iraq or 
any other Arab state. He denied 
his country would make the first 
strike. 

Iraq, armaments pace-setter of 
the Arab World since its 1980-88 
war with Iran, boasts of its long- 
range missiles and advanced 
poison gas. It denies Western 
reports it is developing nuclear 
bombs to match those generally 
believed to be built by Israel. 

The weapons programmes 
have alarmed Israel and the 
West, prompting confiscations 
this year of Western-made com- 
ponents allegedly intended for 
nuclear bombs. 

Still smarting from the destruc- 
tion of an unfinished nuclear 
reactor by Israeli plans in 1981, 
Iraq says foe West wants to deny 
Arabs the right to progress in 
both military and civilian tech- 
nology. 

Relations with foe West were 
also soured by the execution in 
March of Farzad Bazoft, a Brit- 
ish-based journalist convicted of 
spying in Iraq. 

This week’s meeting, called the 
International Popular Islamic 
Conference for Solidarity with 
Iraq, was attended by clergymen, 
notables and government minis- 
ters responsible for religious 
affairs and Muslim charities. 


The new legislation will not be 
enforced automatically to replace 
the 1935 defence law, under 
whose provisions martial law was 
declared in foe Kingdom in 1967, 
the official noted. “There are not 
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Labour Party heads for Peres-Rabin showdown 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The 
left-of-centie Labour Party is 
• torn by a new leadership struggle 
. between archrivals Shimon Peres 
’ and Yitzhak Rabin, and a leading 
"Labourite said Wednesday that 
doubts were firing about keeping 
! Peres as party leader. 

The first step in a showdown 
could come at a meeting 
.Thursday when the party's 
'1140-member leadership bureau 
considers faking a new party 
'census that must come in advance 
of elections on the leadership. 

“Tomorrow’s meeting could be 
very important concerning the 
PCres-Rabin confrontation,” 
party spokesman Shmuel Elgrabli 
said in a telephone interview. 


Peres, 66, and Rabin, 68, have 
been rivals for most of their 
careers. They grew up in politics 
as proteges of Israel’s fending 
founders, with Peres following 
David Ben-Gnrion and Rabin 
taking Golda Meir as his mentor. 

Their latest struggle flared 
following Peres’ failure to form a 
government after toppling 
Labour's coalition with the 
right-wing Likud Bloc in March 
over a dispute about Middle East 
peace mov^s. 

Rabin, foe defence minister in 
the last government, has since 
mustered support from dis- 
gruntled Labourite relegated to 
parliament’s back benches when- 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 


formed a right-wing cabinet on 
June 11. 

The Israeli-born Rabin is most 
favoured as Peres' replacement 
since opinion polls show him the 
favourite choice for prime 
minister. He owes much 
popularity to his heavy hand 
against the 30-month Palestinian 
uprising in foe occupied Arab 
territories. 

Rabin, also a former army 
chief of staff, announced on June 
12 that he sought Peres' ouster. 
"The concept and leader who 
brought us to what we are today 
must himself draw conclusions," 
or quit his job, he said on Israel 
Radio. 

Even Peres’ staunchest allies 


have shifted support to Rabin. 
The most recent is former 
Education Minister Yitzhak 
Navon, who told the radio 
Wednesday “It isn't a matter of 
personal revenge against Shimon 
Peres but of clearly viewing which 
of the two in the existing 
circumstances could win more 
public support.” 

Other party leaders have also 
considered challenging Peres, 
according to Israeli reports. 
Among names that have been 
mentioned are Economics 
Minister Gad Yaacobi and 
former Energy Minister Moshe 
Shah a!. 

Labour spokesman Elgrabli 
said Thursday’s weekly bureau 


session would likely set the stage 
for a showdown between the two 
leaders. 


Bureau members were 
expected to vote on proposals to' 
hold a party membership census 
-needed before a vote for 
chairman, Elgrabli said. 

An attempt to block the census 
could put off the contest. Rabin 
also could use Thursday’s 
meeting to further his campaign 
while Peres is in the United 
States. 

However, Elgrabli noted a 
decision about whether a 
Peres-Rabin contest would be 
held is expected only at foe next 
bureau meeting on June 28. 


Minsters had not taken any deri- 
sion on various proposals made 
by the interim management com- 
mittee of Petra Bask on the 
future of the financially troubled 
bulk. 'The concerned govern- 
ment agencies are studying the 
proposals,” he said. Other 
sources have said that the govern- 
ment favoured a proposal to li- 
quidate the bank and sdt up a new 
banking entity in its place. 


he said pointing oat that the draft 
legislation includes provisions to 
plug in loopholes in the penal 
code expected to be created by 
the total abolition of martial law, 
frozen by foe government since 
February pending parliamentary 
approval of substitute laws. 

Senior officials have said that 
the new defence law will be en- 
forced only in cases of emergency 
after the Council of Ministers 
recommends it to the King, who 
wiD then issue a royal decree to 
that effect 

Hie official said the Council of 


The official also said that no 
cabinet decision bad been taken 
cm a proposal and draft legisla- 
tion prepared by the Central 
Bank to allow moneychangers to 
operate in the country. AU pri- 
vate moneychanging establish- 
ments, with foe exception of 
those operated by regular com- 
mercial banks, were ordered 
dosed early last year. Most of 
them have already -been li- 
quidated by. government- 
appointed committees, according 
to sources. The proposal is be^ 
lieved to call for a limited number 
of private-owned exchanges gov- 
erned by strict regulations and 
accountability to the Central 
Bank. 
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Israelis live in tents to protest 
lack of housing; blame immigrant^ 


PORT SAID, Egypt (AP) — 
Authorities seized a Lebanese 
cattle carrier and were question- 
ing the ship's skipper about the 
mysterious appearance along 
Egypt’s coastline of hundreds of 
sheep carcasses. 

About 250 carcasses floated 
close to shore last month in foe 
harbour of this Mediterranean 
port 220 kilometres northeast of 
Cairo. Others appeared about 50 
kilometres away in the port of 
Damietta. 

Chief Prosecutor Mohammad 
Hamza said Wednesday foe cap- 
tain of the Lebanon-registered A) 
Fares was bong interrogated. 

He refused to identify foe sea- 
man or give more information 
because foe investigation is con- 
tinuing. 

Other sources said foe captain, 
who was not foe skipper when foe 
Al Fares' crew allegedly dumped 
foe carcasses, was released tq_his 
ship Tuesday after a few hours' 
detention. 

The ship itself remained in 
custody, and some of its cargo of 
13,850 live sheep were dying of 
starvation, the sources said. 

After carcasses began washing 
up onto Egyptian beaches in 
May, Health Ministry officials 
issued statements attesting that 
examinations showed the animals 
bad been free of diseases. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — The 
influx of tens of thousands of 
Soviet Jews has produced a hous- 
ing crunch that is driving up 
rents, forcing some longtime resi- 
dents into foe streets. 

These homeless Israelis have 
pitched tents in front of the par- 
liament and across from rnuniapr 
al buildings in remote suburban 
towns. Their plight has gripped a 
country that had been swept by 
immigration euphoria. 

Officials warn of a “social ex-, 
plosion” directed at the immig- 
rants unless the housing crisis is 
resolved soon. 

On Tuesday, the story of Avi 
Golan, a 40-year-old father of 
four who set his tent in front of 
foe municipality in Kbyat Bialik, 
led Israel Television's popular 
evening newsreel. 

Kiiyat Bialik, near the north- . 
em port city of Haifa, took in 450 
immigrant families in recent 
months. Golan, an invalid, has to 
leave his apartment by this 
weekend. The rent doubled and 
he can no longer afford it: 

. “I tried to. fmd .another apart- 
ment and they demanded $400 a 
month, to be paid a year in 
advance. I cannot pay in advance, 

I can hardly pay every month,” 
Golan said. 

“I don’t know what to do, shall 
I laugh or cry? Really I don’t 
know... I don’t know how to raise 
my kids. Even if I would want to 
steal I cannot, they would catch 
me immediately,” be said, hug- 
ging two of his children in front of 
a small, blue tent. 

Golan is not alone. 

The mayor, Dani Zack, says he 
knows of five or six other home- 
less families who apparently lost 
all hope. ‘To my sorrow, there is 
almost no solution to this in 
Kiryat Bialik. It has to be a 
government solution,” he said. 

Uri Gordon, head of the 
Absorption Department at foe 
Jewish Agency that helps resettle 
immigrants, warned Tuesday that 
the crisis may lead to a “social 
explosion between the Israelis 
and new immigrants." 

Rents have skyrocketed 
throughout Israel with the arrival 
of the Soviet wave, which totaled 

13.000 in 1989 and more than 

43.000 so far this year. It may 
exceed 150,000 by the end of 
1990. 

Housing Ministry officials say 


Israel’s estimated 20,000 vacant Others are less tolerant. j 
rental unite will be filled in four ; -« “I havo nothing -ag a ins t , imj- ‘ 
months, and three months later, migration. Let them corned But if 
Israel would exhaust its supply of- the go v e rn ment can't atthe same 
alternate bousing such as holiday time help us, former-sokfierx and 
flats, army camps and off-Season youn couples, they better stoff 
hotel rooms. ' immigration,” Yitzhak Korn, iy 

The ministry has. called for 34-yeap<ri(i nnemp toyed ^Beeri - 
60,000 new housing starts, this sheba resident, told the -paper.; 


flats, army camps and off-Season 
hotel rooms. 

The ministry has. called for 

60,000 new housing starts , this 
year. So far, ground has been 
broken for just 7,000 new units. 

Plans, to import prefabricated 
houses have ran into trouble fol- 
lowing objections from local com- 
panies. • 

In addition, the Union of .Con- 
struction Workers Tuesday de- 
cided to launch a struggle against 
the import of prefabricated 
houses. They are backed by -foe 
powerful Histadrut, Israel’s 
largest trade unions federatibon. 


Israel denies directing Jews [M. 
Arab lands :*• v i 


, Meanwhile Israeli Immigration 
Minister "Vltzbak Peretz has def 
oied accusations that Israel i$ 
deliberately settling Soviet Jews 
in the . oca^ed Wc^ BanlL ': l 
Soviet PrcSident Mikhafl Gor) 
bad^foreatenedthis monthtd 
restrict foe flow <>f Jewish emigt 
rants unless he received . assur- 


Hie arrival ofimmpaiiB.*) jfeg Israel that they vn^iki 

get agover^thottstTO^dy - seMe^.ihe idtenpied Arali 

of some $237 per month, fed to a_ tehitories. ’ V ' . ' . i 

housnig shortage hi modestly ’ • .•• ' . V 1 

priced united life landlords raised- PcTetz * 011211 unofficial visitto 

foe rents for cfaeapest^ipartmente •. Hm^ v was ^kpd by foe irewsj 
to match foe subsidy; causing an - W 4 * to reply td 

overall housing price inflation;' =■' Ptoasatiatis, foat foe: settimg. of 


Many Israelis say they cannot • 
compete with the Soviets, who ' 
also get their subsidy a foil year in 
advance, and are thus fortedTto ' 
leave their homes; -The average ’ 
monthly after-tax income for an 
Israeli family of four- is 1,160: 

Protest groups are being orga- 
nised across foe 'country. Tents 
have sprung up that are reminis- 
cent of those set up in foe early 
70s by the impoverished Sephar- 
dis, or Jews of Middle Eastern 
and North African origin. 

At the.Kings of Israeli Square 
in downtown Tel Aviv, one' can 
find Mordechai Dihnuni, 27, bis 
wife and two children on a sit-in 


Soviet Jews jit the occupied Arab 
territories ehdaneeted both sta* 


territories endangered both staf 
triKty in the Middle East and the 
immigrants themselves. '•'• ; 

“There, is not any policy foal 
would direct foe' immigrants to 
these, areas,” the paper oii 
Wednesday quoted Peretz - ad 
saying. • j 

... There is no central direction j 
It is up to the immigrants t<{ cf 
decide where to settle. They go tq 
foe places where their relatives 
and- family members are living. ’j 
/.“Because it is aware of the 
delicate problem, the govern! 
meat does not intend to intervetfe 


strike. -The story is familiar: They, he added. 


in fois issue in foe future either,” 


can not afford to rent an apart- 
ment. 

In Rishon Lezion near Tel 
Aviv, where rents have doubled 
to up to $600 for a two- bedroom 
unit, 28-year-old saleswoman 
Kochi Nadav is busy organising a 
protest group. 

“My husband is an engineer. 
We have two children, age four 
and five. We earn 3,000 shekels 
($1,500) a month and it is hard to 
pay $500 a month in rent,” Nadav 
told foe daily Yediot Ahronot. 

“Immigration is good for the 
state. But I blame the govern- 
ment and the Jewish Agency for 
causing price hikes,” she said. 


she said. visit Israel. 


Peretz said only 126 of 25,000 
immigrants to Israel last year hap 
settled in “the occupied Arab 
territories. . j 

•'Of the 53,000 new arrivaisfois 
year, 192 had settled there fo^ 
reasons of family reunification j 
he added. v. i 

“If Gorbachev visited Israel} 
he could hear Russian Speedj 
everywhere except for Samaria 
and Judea, (the West Bank)’- 
Peretz said. ' ~r 

He also said that if invited; iq 
the Soviet Union -be would do'afl 
be could to meet Gorbachev} 
whom he would then invite tq 
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Prince** Sahratti opens exhibition 

A « —Deputising for Her Majesty Queen Zem Al 
i tf Shanrf HerRoyal H i ghncg Princess Sarvatb Wednesday opened 
• fonfafal fibwen e xfaibitkin of the Young Women** Christian 

i : « f»td Jordan Intercontinental. The 

e ^"t> P P jiMBB st highlighting the artistic faUnn m mmm g m g 
. flowc^^-.w Lcltey . attifidsl or natural. The proceeds of the 
benefit several of the association's projects. 

opened In Sarih 

• iiitMAN- (Priwj ■— Health Mimstry Secretary-General Adman 
f Abbas Tuesday inaagnr«tt^ A c»mprebaisive health centre in 
'5anb in bbid govemorate. Tim centre wifi be ran by the Health 
; tfinisby m’ cooperation, with Jordan University of Science 
technology, in accordance with an a g r eem ent concluded between 
j ^thc g^.Tbe mangoxatxm ceremony was attended by Monster of 

- Pubhc Worfcs Abdul Raouf Al Rawabdeh, Irbid Governor Jawdat 

- Al Sbool,' ferector of Irbid Police De partm ent and several mayors 
a and heads of viHagc councils in the govemoraie. Also aw«>wHi*»g 
. tPwe heahh ttMnigtieis of the Arab Cooperation Cctp 1 ^ member 
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WMSME NEWS IN BRIEF 


ACC ministerial committee to meet 


Ij itoflM S' (l.T .)' : — The Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) 
"j i’ i tawta id c omm ittee, which groups prime rni ni m * ^ of Jordan, 
;“&aq, Yemen and Egypt, holds a meeting here on Sept. 8 to 
•..rtwwwB_a number of Issues designed to consolidate cooperation 
and cocfftfinafion among the four ACC member stares. The 
conmritee wfll abo prepare an agenda for die next ACC summit, 
schedided fbr Oct. 15. ... 

PSD director returns from Iraq 

iff • • 

-AMMAN (Petra) — Public Security Department (PSD) Director 
Major GeneraLFadd Ah Fbeid returned home Wednesday after a 
five-day official visit to Iraq. Find said he had held talks with the 
firadp interior minister and the .director general of the police 
.department on promoting and bolstering cooperation between 
-security departments in Jordan and Iraq. He added that the ranr* 
were' fruitful. . 

UNESCO official delivers lecture 

1RBBD (Petra) — Representative of the United Nations Educa- 
. tkmaU Sdentificand Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) Director* 
* General, in the Arab countries. Dr. Mohammad Ibrahim Kathem 
defivenbd a lections at Yarmook University Wednesday on the 
“Axift Efforts to Eradicate Illiteracy.” Kathem underfined the 
’ importance of education in developing the society. He said 
changes and developments in the world and die creation of new 
blocs it inevitable for the Arab World to do its best in 
pEepmatkm for the coming future. Kathem reviewed efforts being 
done ra the past decades in combatting illiteracy in the Arab 
-World andsaid that illiteracy was curbed to 60 per cent in 1990 
r from '81 pear cent in I960.. 


4,675 people found Jobs in 1 990 

: AMMAN fPctra) — - The GvilService Commission (CSC) has 
anacMmoed that 48 7 371jaersoixs have applied for jobs in 1990. 
: Only 4,675 wereemployed according to CSC Public Affairs and 
5 tofonnatioo Department director. The CSC, which was estab- 
'»♦. Stjedas an indtjjCTdgm d epMtnieii t m the 1955, undertakes the 
'» process nT fiftfag’ posts ra goveramemt departments. 1 ' 

North Shuneh spa to be leased 

.uNOKTH SHUNEH (Petra) — North Shuneh MumdpaHty signed 
a contract wife a local firm by which fee film will rent Wadi Al 
■Arab health spa project for a five-year period for JD 50,000 
annually. The mnmeipafity’s acting mayor said the project would 
provide themunkipaiity wife a constant income which can help it 
„.pay itt fmaqaal commitments^ Wadi Al Arab health spa project 
was cmiqdet^ ^ tfae miiTncipality recently. 

12 killed, 247 Injured In road accidents 

"jAMMAN (J.T.) — 12 citizens were kfiVed and 247 others were 
iiquredm toad accidents which occurred in Jordan between June 
"‘9'and 16, -1990,- faoaxdmg to the Public Security Department 
• XPSD)-ltaaid that most of fee 396 accidents in that week occurred 
L. jp lbe AaKaanarea and most of the accidents were due to reckless 
V&Wnj.!', 

ffMiwfidmits killing daughter 


, — , Pohee in the northern Mazer area in the Irbid 

gdv etoar atc have discovered a crime 75 days after it was 
- tommhted.-The victim was a 16-year-old village girl whose body 


was found in a cave on the Samad-Ajlonn road. The girl’s father, 
wbo^ name was withheld by the police, admitted to kifiuig his 
tl^W i^ led fee piofice to die cave, according to a report in 
iATD^tonrdafly Tuesday. The poiioe (fid not reveal the cause for 
fee m^da-, ten referred fee gixl’s father to trial. 

Flre.excfHinged over boar hunting 

AMMAN (R) — A Jordanian fanner shot at a wild pig near the 
hraefibocdcr and an Israeli patrol fired back, but there were no 
c a m ah i cs ^^an official source said in Amman on Wednesday. 
Military sorrrees in Jerasakaa said eazfier the patrol opened fire 
on Taeaday after hearing two shots from J o r danian territory 
opposte fee Jordan Valley town of Beit She’an. “There was no 
infiltration attempt^ just a farmer shooting at a wild pig,” fee 
Jordanian source said.. 


CBJ eases 


export 

procedures 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Wednes- 
day announced the cancellation 
of a bank guarantee which was 
required from Jordanian expor- 
ters, ensuring tbc return to Jor- 
dan of revenues from national 
exports. 

The announcement said that 
the guarantee, which was normal- 
ly submitted to fee CBJ within 
three months from the date of 
export, wfll be no more needed as 
of July 1, 1990. 

The CBJ imposed the measure 
on all exporters in July 1988 
requiring them to submit a bank 
guarantee worth at least 10 per 
cent of the total value of the 
exported goods so as to ensure 
the return of fee revenues to the 
Kingdom within one month, and 
later extended to three months. 

The move was in harmony with 
the CRTs plan to stimulate fee 
national economy in the light of 
the current stability of the value 
of fee Jordanian dinar against 
foreign currencies and in view of 
fee stable foreign currency ex- 
change market in Jordan, the 
announcement said. 

It said that the CBJ took this 
step to emphasise its earlier steps 
that aimed to restore confidence 
in the Kingdom’s monetary poli- 
cies. 

The announcement projected 
the CBTs expectation that the 
step will further encourage 
national exports which form an 
important source of foreign cur- 
rency revenues for the Kingdom. 

The CBJ also believes feat the 
new move is bound to remove 
any lingering administrative 
obstacles in the way of exports 
since it will reduce fee Jordanian 
exporters' financial burdens and 
speed up export procedures. 


Magician 
performance 
to benefit 
SOS children 

AMMAN (J.T.) — On the occa- 
sion of the SOS Day, for celebrat- 
ing the birthday of fee founder of 
the SOS Children’s Villages Her- 
mann Gmeiner, fee SOS Chil- 
dren’s Village Association of Jor- 
dan in cooperation with the 
Royal Cultural Centre and Lufth- 
ansa will be presenting the great 
magician Fred- Mara, -whose en- 
tertaining magical programmes 
have become well known interna- 
tionally. 

Even though be is considered 
as one of fee-best magical enter- 
tainers in the world, fee Austrian 
born Fred Mart), who discovered 
his fascination for magic at an 
early age, does not look like a 
magician to the people who see 
him and meet him. He looks like 
a relaxed businessman. Bnt, 
when he is on stage, Fred Maro 
surprises bis spectators wife his 
magical skills and show- 
tectmiques and puts them all hr a 
breathtaking atmosphere. 

The very special style of Fred 
Maro is that he uses for his magic 
tricks every-day objects and he 
indudes ids audience into his 
work, but definitely without de- 
claring to them the know-how. 
Working very close to his audi- 
ence had given him another 
advantage over all other magi- 
cians and made a big difference 
between his magic and theirs. 

Fred Maro presented more 
than 1,000 stage shows and more 
than 100 T.V. shows worldwide. 
He had also won several prizes at 
international magic competitions. 

He will be perforating one 
show only in Amman - at the 
Royal Cultural Centre on June 
21st, and all proceeds will go to 
the SOS' Children's Village in 
A m ma n that takes care of 
orphaned and abandoned chil- 
dren in a family-like atmosphere. 


Queen Noor visits 
development project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Al Hussein Wednes- 
day visited the Zarqa River basin 
development project where she 
inspected progress of work and 
the completed stages. . ... 

After Hsteiing to a briefing, the 
Queen underlined the import- 
ance of this project and said she 
was impressed with the achieve- 
ment. The Queen also paid tri- 
bute to those involved in efforts 
to protect the soil and natural 
resources. 

Minister of Agriculture Sulei- 
man Arabiyat explained that the 
project was designed to preserve 
the soil, prevent erosion and pave 
the way for the plantation of fruit 
and forest trees and create pas- 
ture lands. 

The soil preservation scheme, 
the minister said, is bound to 
reduce the amount of slit accumu- 
lating behind the King Talal 
Dam, hence boosting its storage 
capacity. 

The project, according to Ara- 
biyat, extends across five gov- 
emorates: Amman, Irbid, Balqa, 
Zarqa and Mafraq gove morales, 
stretching over 850,000 dunums 
of land inhabited by some 
170,000 citizens grouped inro 
5,700 farming households. 

The project is being carried out 


in three phases: The first entails 
the development of farmlands, 
planting of trees and pa s tur e hwk 
and finally upgrading means of 
production. The second covers 
development of government own- 
ed forest lands and pastures, 
while the third phase entails con- 
trol of soil erosion and protection 
of river banks. 

The JD 27 million scheme is 
expected to be completed by the 
year 1995, with foods coming 
from the Kuwaiti Arab Fund, fee 
Saudi Fund and fee Islamic Bank 
as well as the West German 
government. 

Anis Mu’asher, president of 
the Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature (RSCN) com- 
mended the project and said: 
“We must mention here that It 
covers 15 per cent of Jordan's 
arable land, these lands which 
were threatened by erosion as a 
result of misuse. We will guaran- 
tee that this project will protect 
these lands and maintain them for 
continued use.” 

Her Majesty also toured the 
Scandinavian, Wasfi Al Tel and 
Dibeen forests, and was accom- 
panied on the visit by the minister 
of agriculture, fee president of 
RSCN and Irbid governor. 


Rafiq Al Lahham 
displays art work 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An exhibition 
of 130 works of art by the re- 
nowned Jordanian artist Rafiq Al 
Lahham has been extended until 
Saturday June 23. The exhibition, 
which was opened under die pat- 
ronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan on June 9, 
has been extended three times 
obviously due to the growing 
number of visitors to the exhibi- 
tion organised at the Royal 
Cultural Centre in Amman. 

On display are works depicting 
Arabic calligraphy, etching and 
abstract art, representing fee first 
of the artist’s 40 years of relent- 
less, skilfull endeavours in art 
work. 

Lahham, who studied art in the 
Syrian capital, in Rome and New 
York, serves as assistant 


secretary-general at the Ministry 
of Tourism. 

He has exhibited his works of 
art in Jordan, Italy, U.S., Ger- 
many, Denmark, the United 
Kingdom and Arab states since 
the 1950s. 

Apart from his own exhibi- 
tions, Lahham has been partici- 
pating in group exhibitions 
together wife a group of Jorda- 
nian artists since 1951. 



XMG VISITS ARMY UMT: EOs Majesty 
King Hussein, the supr eme commander of fee 
Jordanian Armed Forces, Wednesday paid a field 
trip to fee Foarth Royal Armoured Division where 
he was received by its commander and several 


officers. After a briefing on the division’s dirties 
ffis Majesty toured several division formations 
and nnits and watched exercises with live 

wmmIHlln. 


Telephone 

exchange 

fault repaired 

AMMAN (Petra) — A technical 
fault in the central telephone 
exchange Wednesday morning 
caused a two-and-a-half hour dis- 
ruption of telephone communica- 
tions in some parts of central 
Amman, according to the Tele- 
communications Corporation 
(TCQ. 

TCC Director-General 
Mohammad Shahed Ismail said in 
a statement that the fault in the 
computerised system was de- 
scribed by a technician from the 
manufacturing company as rare 
and was promptly repaired. 

Subscribers whose telephone 
numbers begin with the digits 62 
and 63 were affected by the dis- 
ruption, according to Ismail. He 
said that since its installation in 
1982 the highly efficient exchange 
witnessed only one other failure 

Ismail apologised to fee sub- 
scribers for any inconvenience 
the disruption might have caused. 


36 American studmts to study Arabic at Yarmouk U. 

IRBID (Petra) — A ww I of 36 students from American 
Universities have enrolled at Yarmouk University’s language 
centre to study Arabic titianmmeri Hie centre’s Director Khaktf 
u said feat «*" A *"*« in fee two-month courses will take 
I language cou r s e s, tour archaeological sites in Jordan and 
attend lectures on Arab affaire. 


ACC health 
ministries 
lay down 

medicine code 

AMMAN (Petra) 

The health mnMtere of the four- 
member Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC), who concluded a meeting in 
Amman Tuesday evening, decided 
that their countries should cany out a 
collective p ur c hase of their needs of 
medicines from foreign sources and 
that priority should be given to purch- 
ases of medicine produced in any 
ACC state, according to Health 
Minister Mohammad Al Zaben. 

“The four countries will pass spe- 
cial legislations in dus matter and with 
regard to the registration of phar- 
maceutical products produced in the 
ACC group,” the minister told a press 
conference here Wednesday. 

He said that the health ministers 
decided to lay down a medicine code 
for the ACC countries and to conduct 
a feasibility study to set up an industry 
to imniiifactmc primary components 
for the drug industry. 

Aerating to Zaben, the four coun- 
tries decided to create five commit- 
tees. One of these, he said, wifi 
shoulder health legislations and reg- 
ulations with a view to unifying them, 
the second will assume the task of 
organising the treatment of ACC 
citizens in any member country, the 
third wfll assume the rcspoosibiiity of 
devekspsng human resources involved 
in health services, the fotuth wifi be 
charged with matters related to drug 
affaire while the fifth co mm itt e e wfll 
be in charge of unifying specifications 
for food commodities and primary 
components for food industries. 

The minister said time the two-day 
meeting aimed at enhancing coordina- 
tion among ACC members in health 


1 killed, 2 Hurt In 
Mafraq plant blast 


By Jonmuu Hahn 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — One man was 
killed and two others injured in 
an explosion at a plastic factory 
in Mafraq early Wednesday, 
according to police sources. 
The owner, a member of fee 
Lower House of Parliament, 
said he suspected sabotage. 

A police spokesman said the 
blast, which occurred at 7:30 
a.m., ccmld have been the result 
of technical faults wife machin- 
ery at the plant. But, the own- 
er, Samir Kawar, a deputy 
from Balqaa Gove rn or a te, said 
he was seeking expert opinion 
and detailed investigations to 
establish the cause of fee blast 
which destroyed fee plant pro- 
ducing polyrtyrene. 

“It is too much of a coinci- 
dence.” Kawar tokl the Jordan 
Times. “The blast at my plant 
follows another similar explo- 
sion at another plant owned by 
my partner in the same area 
about two weeks back,” he 
said. “It was the same type of 
explosion and in the same part 
of the machinery; in fee steam 
accumulator.” 

The dead man was identified 
as Raed Al Ronsan, 25, a 
technician who was making a 
routine check of the machin- 
ery, according to first reports. 


police said.' The iwo injured 
were hospitalised but are ex- 
pected to be discharged Thurs- 
day, according to police. 

Ghassan AJ Rabadi, fee 
general manager of fee JD 
375,000 plant, said fee blast 
occurred doe to a technical 
fault in fee steam collector but 
the “fault” could have been 
engineered. 

The plant was described as a 
“total loss” by Kawar, who 
said the damage, inehuHwg fee 
machinery and raw material, 
cohM be over JD 300,000. The 
plant was insured and fee in- 
surance company is expected 
toffy in experts from Britain to 
investigate fee incident and 
pinpoint the cause of the blast, 
according to the deputy. 

The earlier explosion occur- 
red on Jane 7 at Insostrong, a 
factory producing insulation 
materia]. It is owned by Daoud 
Al Daoud, who owns part of 
fee plant involved in Wednes- 
day’s blast. 

Kawar refused to make any 
comment on his suspicions, 
except that “I am determined 
to get to the bottom of this 


The police spokesman said 
that investigations were con- 
tinuing, particularly since fee 
plant was insured. 



I 




I . 


& 


* ExUHOon of 

BkftPK ftte 

fay Add Al Shar* 
Aindaadr 
| HaaiKhftZB’teh atfeeHoiaft- 
| tag Sradc Ait GaBnry. 
i A RxMhitfoa mthird "La re-! 
i ■ votartioa: 2M sas aprta M stj 
| fee Fkradi Caftan! Centre. | 
i* ExHUtfoa of Ottawa lex-, 
; . dtart A MdHta fol Sta- 

i4r ExttbftiuB of arieataltet 
rj two Genaaa 
at fee Godfce! 

' open MJut' 


j ; at fee Seyal Qtal. Gen-! 

I 


tra. 


ICENTREl 

IculturelI 

IfrancaisI 

AMMAN 


FRENCH C U ITU RAL CENtft^ ' 


french language courses 

Registration is now open at the French Cultural 
Centre for the following language courses: 

COURSES FOR CHILDREN - ALL LEVELS 
(MORNING) 

— Rom Sunday 24 June tilt Saturday 4 August 
1800. 

— On Saturday, Sunday. Monday. Tuesday, 

Wednesday from 8 a.m. Gil 12 noon. 

— Duration of each lesson: One hour 

— Afflm festival for children will take place during 
this period. 

INTENSIVE COURSES FOR ADULTS - ALL 
LEVELS (AFTERNOON) 

— From Sunday 24 June till Saturday 4 August 

199° „ , 

— On Saturday, Sunday. Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday from 3 pm. tin 7 p m. 

— Duration of each lesson: Two hours. 

For more Information, plea se con tact the 
f^meh.CllHural Centre TeL; 637009 - 636445 - 
Amman. 
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Free holidays 
in Romania 
all year round 

You can have 
at your choice 



Beautiful resorts oi the Black Sea coast as Neptun. Mamaia and Bone Nord. 

— The foil .green resorts In the Carpathian Mountains as Poiana Brasov and Sinaia. 

— Splendid tours as Bucharest — The Garden — capital of Rom&ria and andent Brasov in the mountains. 

_ — Original medical tre a t m ents based on very efficient natural cure factors, mineral waters and high level 
medical assistance *>** 

— Geriatric cures (antiscterotic properties) in Otopenl sanatorium and Flora Hotel Bucharest 

— Peti-Amar (chronic degenerative rheumatism) In same places and rrfany others. 

— Watering cutes In Felix. Herculane spas and on the. Black See crast Everywhere first class and 
hotels, entertainments, original F torron ian folklore shows, night d ubs and many others... 


luxe 


Weekly every Monday 

For Information and booking*, plena contact 


Amman - Jordan, P. O. Box; tin. 

Phones: ttntaWttE/IWMWMW. Telex: am, tfam UUS2. 




Arab anti-drug 
society formed 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Wednesday announced his con- 
sent to become president of a 
pan-Arab society designed to 
spread awareness among Arab 
citizens against the use of danger- 
ous drugs, according to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra. 

The society, which was reg- 
istered with the Ministry of Soria) 
Development in Jordan last 
month, said it will work out prop- 
er plans and programmes de- 
signed to protect the Arab region 
from drugs in cooperation with 
official and private organisations 
and will conduct research work , 
on the effects of drugs on people. 

The society, which groups 
prominent personalities from Jor- 
dan and other Arab states, is 
concenred with the problem of 
drugs, drug addiction and the 
spread of drugs among members 
of fee Arab society. 


The announcement said that 
fee society will organise seminars 
and launch intensive campaigns 
to spread awareness against drugs 
and will try to benefit from ex- 
perience in advanced countries in 
this field. 

Furthermore it said that it 
would set up a specialised centre 
to provide treatment for drug 
addicts and hoped that it would 
be able to establish the centre in 
Amman. 

The society came into being 
following a recommendation by 
an Arab interior ministers council 
meeting which requested Arab 
states to spread awareness among 
the youth against the use of 
drugs. 

The society, which groups 
academicians and specialists, will 
have a board of trustees which 
will supervise the society's activi- 
ties. 


Moscow firm in 
its stand on Israel 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Soviet Ambassador 
to Jordan Yuri Garadinov has 
reiterated Moscow’s wanting to 
Israel feat it would reconsider fee 
emigration of Soviet Jews if the 
Jewish state went ahead wife 
plans to settle them in the occu- 
pied Arab lands. 

“I can only repeat President 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s statement 
at fee superpower summit that 
this could happen if Israel per- 
sisted in its present plans,” fee 
ambassador said in a statement to 
fee Jordan Times following an 
Arab-Soviet seminar held in Am- 
man Tuesday. 

Garadinov, who took part in 
fee seminar along with prominent 
Jordanian politicians, did not give 
further details. 

The ambassador said feat Mos- 
cow rejects any attempt to cancel 
a United Nations General 
Assembly resolution in 1975 
equating Zionism with racism. 
He said feat the Soviet Union had 
been instrumental in passing that- 
resolution and can by no means 
go back on it simply because 
there is not a single reason for 
cancelling the resolution. 

Garadinov voiced his coun- 


try's total condemnation of 
Israel's repressive measures 
against fee Palestinians, its use of 
force to stifle the Arab resistance, 
the closure of Arab universities, 
demolishing of Arab homes and 
other Israeli inhuman practices. 

“The Soviet Union has not 
forsaken - its Arab friends and 
Moscow takes pride in its 
friendship with fee Arab Nation 
as emphasised by all Soviet lead- 
ers including President Gor- 
bachev,” Garadinov noted. 

He said that the Soviet Union 
strives to find a just solution for 
the Palestinian problem, ensuring 
the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people to self deter- 
mination and fee establishment 
of an independent state on 
Palestinian soil. 

“There can be no going back 
from this firm Soviet policy,” he 
said, and added that Moscow has 
been urging fee American leaders 
to stop their support for Israel 
and to take a more realistic and 
wiser position wife regard to the 
Palestine question. 

, Asked about a report about 'a 
Soviet artistic troupe’s visit to fee 
occupied Arab lands to provide 
entertainment to Israeli troopS, 
fee ambassador stressed that 
there was no truth in feat report. 




JORDANIAN 

SENIOR ECONOMIC ADVISOR 

EXTENSION OF DEADLINE: USAID is seeking highly 
qualified Jordanian candidates for the position of Senior 
Economic Advisor, to serve as senior economic liaison, 
counsel and analyst. The position requires the ability to 
integrate rigorous economic analysis with contextual 
expertise; synthesize and present analyses in a manner 
digestible by non-economists; take the initiative to make 
recommendations and see that they are followed through 
and implemented; and supervise senior-level consultants 
in all phases of economic analysis, report preparation and 
presentation. 

The successful candidate will have demonstrated excep- 
tional economic expertise, gained through a graduate 
degree from a recognised University in an economics 
programme of impeccable credentials, followed by a 
minimum of three years of experience in senior-level 
economic analysis and policy formulation. 

Preference will be given to candidates that have success- 
fully completed all examinations and coursework prelimin- 
ary to award of a Ph.D. in economics. Absolute fluency is 
expected in both English and Arabic, oral and written. 

Salary quite competitive, based on experience, qualifica- 
tions and prior earnings history. 

Please contact USAID, Executive Office, Personnel, Tel. I 
604171 for additional details concerning duties and * 
minimum qualifications. Resumes, with references, and a 
two-page summary economic analytical writing sample, in 
English should be submitted no later than June 24, 1990 1 
to the following address: 

Personnel Office 

U.S. Agency for International Development 
P. O. Box 354 
Amman, Jordan. 
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An American 
gift to Shamir? 


FINALLY, the U.S. has gone ahead and brofcen its 
&8-month-oBd dialogue with the PLO, dealing a severe 
How to hopes that Washington would sooner or later 
come to terms with the reafity that it cannot hope to 
jpnsh the Palestinians any farther to the watt. The 
American decision to break the dialogne (for w hate v e r 
She restricted Tunis contacts were worth) plays right 
into the hands of the new ci t r en w t gove rnment of 
^Yitzhak Shamir in Israel not only btcanse esfransm 
jwaSI be bred and fuelled on both sides of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict in the absence of any movement 
towards peace in the Middle East, but also the stage 
[wall be set for Shamir and Company to exploit rising 
pensions and implement their plans. 

! We were hoping against that the U.S. administra- 
kon had realised and appreciated within itself that the 
^LO was and is Indeed serious in its quest for a just 
settlement of the Palestinian problem and had gone far 
enough in making concessions bat ga inin g virtually 
very little in return. Notwithstanding the fact that the 
terms the U.S. has set for resumption of the dialogne 
are no different from the demands that W ashing ton 
made on the PLO leadership earlier, it is dear that it 
wiD be practically almost impossible for the PLO to 
meet them even half way, given the mood of saifatancy 
and extremism that would be generated among the 
Palestinian constituency by the break in dialogue. 

Words of warning from PLO as well as Arab leaders 
that any American move to break the dialogue would 
lead to extremism and violence of the same kind that 
brought about Wednesday’s decision appear to have 
Mien on deaf ears in Washington. The American 
decision-makers have only themselves to blame if their 
ill-advised step is seen not only as a slap on the face of 
moderates in the region but also as a gift to Shamir’s 
new government. 


Iliescu — democrat or dictator in the making? 


AlL RA’I criticised the United States for depriving the Jews of the 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe of their human rights and their 
free choice to settle in Western Europe, Canada or the United 
States as most have been wishing. The paper said that West had 
launched a hostile campaign against the Soviet Union over the 
past 40 years of the cold war accusing it of depriving the Jews of 
their human rights, and now that Moscow relented, the United 
States is forcing the Jews to travel to Israel and the occupied Arab 
territories and not a destination of their own choice, said the 
paper. This is a violation of the human rights which were 
advocated by the West all along, said the paper. Moscow, the 
paper added, has now offered the Jews their right to emigrate and 
proved to the world that it respects the rights of all citizens, but 
iuiforrunately it is now faced with a two-fold dilemma: that of 
witnessing the Jews being forcibly settled on occupied Arab lands, 
and Zionist- American blackmail. The paper called on the 
Western European nations to help put an end to this forced 
emigration and stop the settlement of Jews in occupied Arab 
Territories and homes. 

■AL Dll STOUR lauded the European Community and the 
European Parliament for their staunch support for the rights of 
‘the Palestinians in their homeland. In its latest statements about 
Che Middle East, the 12-nation group announced its condemna- 
tion of Israel's practices, its settlement of Jews in Arab lands and 
continued occupation; and announced measures to absorb agri- 
cultural exports from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, said the 
.paper. Perhaps the most significant move come in the European 
Community's call on the United States to exercise pressure on 
'Israel to stop its practices, the paper noted. The Arabs view this 
call as a very positive stand, and await positive reaction from 
Washington and the U.S. administration, said the paper. If the 
Bush administration has real intentions for achieving peace, the 
paper added, it ought to move closer to the European view and 
exercise meaningful pressure on the Shamir government which is 
now leading the Middle East towards war. 

if SAWT AL SHAAB described Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's. 

pledge to come to die defence of any Arab state exposed to 
. -foreign aggression as a source of pride for all Arabs. The president 
f made the statement in the face of open threats to Iraq by Israel 
i ;and the West, and responded objectively and positively to the 
! /needs of Jordan, which has been warning the Arabs of an 
imminent aggression by Israel that is now trying to expand at the 
'expense of the Arab Nation, the paper said. Despite its losses inf 
3he eight-year war with Iran, and regardless of its heavy domestic 
I ^responsibilities, Iraq is manifesting dear determination to deter 
any enemy aggression on Jordan, Syria or any other Arab 
country, the paper said. It said that the world Zionism has now 
understood the message, and wiD think hard before embarking 
on new adventures. 


By Alison Smafe 
The Associated Press 

BUCHAREST, Romania — 
President-elect Ion Iliescu’s deci- 
sion to use miners to impose mob' 
rule in Bucharest last week raises 
a crucial question: Is he the 
democrat he says he is, or a 
dictator in the making? 

The 60-year-old former Com- 
munist, due to be inaugurated 
this week, dented his image at 
home and abroad with his tough 
tactics and raised doubts about 
his political abilities. 

Diescu seems increasingly to 
take a hard line covered with only 
a veneer of liberalism. 

The signals of his government 
are contadictory, as illustrated by 
its action last week in the two 
chambers of Parliament, domin- 
ated by Oiescu's National Salva- 
tion Front. 

The chamber of deputies voted 
overwhelmingly to give “the 
forces of law and order” author- 
ity to dear anti-Communist de- 
monstrators from a central 
square. 

At virtually the same time, the 
Senate voted to appoint an all- 
party commission to investigate 
last week's violence, when police 
brutally ended a 53-day protest at 
the same square. 


Iliescu condemned .instigators 
of anti-government violence that 
broke out after the crackdown. 
.Opponents in government de- 
nounced the violence too, but 
they are determined that any 
inquiry will also focus on violence 
by miners; summoned by Iliesca 
to quiet the protesters. 

The miners were given food 
and transport and were somehow 
able, as out-of-towners, to hunt 
down opposition leaders in re- 
mote parts of Bucharest. 

It will be a test of Iliescu’s 
commitment to democracy 
whether the many questions 
raised by last week’s events are 
answered dearly. 

Since taking power after the 
revolution that swept Communist 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu from 
power in December, Iliescu's 
Front bas done little to dismantle 
the Communist institutions it in- 
herited, to clarify its goals or 
explain its political mistakes. 

It seems scarcely logical, for 
instance, that Iliescu should 
alienate the West by summoning 
the miners when he desperately 
needs Western aid to rebuild 
Romania. 

Yet Diescu not only summoned 
but thanked the miners. Drawing 
on stock phrases learned in de- 
cades of Communist Party ser- 


Old spy network 
— goldmine or 
timebomb? 


By Mark Fritz 

The Associated Press 


EAST BERLIN — Erich hfieflee 
ran his secret empire from a 
musty, dimly lit office in a huge 
complex of buildings on tile out- 
skirts of East Berlin. 

When be was forced to give np 
his post as chief of the East 
German secret police, he left 
behind an empty safe, a new 
paper shredder, and a poorly 
rendered painting of the Berlin 
Wall. 

He left an open jar of fruit 
juice in the refrigerator, a box of 
uniforms from the Communist 
Youth group in a doset, and a 
personal switchboard connecting 
Mm to his security chiefs around 
the world. 

As almost every East German 
knows, Mielke also left behind a 
vast army of secret police and six 
million clandestine files, a 
seemingly bottomless well of in- 
formation ranging from the mun- 
dane to the potentially explosive. 

His organisation no longer ex- 
ists. Mielke, 82, is hospitalised 
and reported suffering from senil- 
ity. The new government is trying 
to decide what to do with the 
employees, the buildings and the 
millions of files. 

To many East Germans, the 
files are pandora’s box. To West- 
ern intelligence agencies, they are 
a potential gold mine of informa- 
tion about the former govern- 
ment’s espionage activities 
abroad, and its reputed role in 
training or harbouring interna- 
tional territories. 

Central Intelligence Agency 

“They are very important,” 
said George Carver, a former 
(CIA) station chief in Bonn, 
West Germany. “The East Ger- 
mans ran a very efficient police 
state and bad one of the best 
intelligence services in the 
world,” he said in a recent tele- 
phone interview. 

East German authorities in the 
past wo weeks arrested several 
reputed members of West Ger- 
many's leftist Red Army Faction, 
which has been blamed for a 
string of killings and bombings 
during the past two decades. 

All had been among the most 
wanted . people in West German 
history, and all bad been living 
quietly in East Germany 
apparently with the knowledge 
and help of the former secret 
police. 

One, Susanne Albrecht, said 
she had been granted asylum by 
the secret police and famished 
with a new identify. 

Another, Inge Viea, 46, was 
known to be living in East Ger- 
many as for bade as 1986. 

“The East Germans were used 
to train security services around 
the world," said Carver. "They 
were very involved in allowing 
terrorists to stay in Eatf Ger- 
many. If that is with foundation, 
it should be made public.” 

Interior Minister Peter- 
Michael Diestel of East Germany, 
who oversees police functions in 
East Gennany, said be would 
“'dear up as much as possible this 
diabolical connection between 
the ministry for state security and . 
tiie tenor scene.” 

But Diestel has come under 
fire for employing more than 


2,000 members of the former 
secret police, known as the Stasi. 

Stasi employees still work at 
the vast main headquarters in 
Berlin, and many are in the police 
dep art ment. 

“They are still around and I do 
not know why. I see the same 
people drinking in the same 
bus,” said East Berliner Helmut 
Fia nkan, 66, who said his res- 
taurant was dosed by the secret 
police because too many young 
people freqnented it. 

Thousands of others are unem- 
ployed and thawing jobless be- 
nefits or pensions. 

Many former East German 
agents were believed to have 
been recr u ited both by Soviet 
and Western intelligence agencies 
after the pro-democracy revolt 

Hans Gert Lange, a spokesman 
for West German counter-intelli- 
gence agency, said there was a 
sharp rise in defections from East 
Germany after the old hard-fine 
regime was thrown out last au- 
tumn. “A tot I would say,” be 
said. 

About 85,000 people were em- 
ployed by the Stasi, from file 
derks to surveillance experts, and 
another 109,000 — ranging from 
teachers to travel agents — had 
informal secret polk* duties. 

Hotels that catered to foreign 
visitors were known to be havens 
for Stasi agents, who worked 
behind counters and carried lug- 
gage. 

After the former government 
of hardliner Erich Honecker was 
toppled last autumn, a caretaker 
communist government 
appointed a committee and a 
team of government officials to 
disband the Stasi and catalogue 
the files and its vast properties. 

After the current government 
was elected, that committee was 
replaced by a new one that is to 
recommend to the government 
how to finally dismantle the once- 
fearsome apparatus and, perhaps 
most importantly, what to do 
with the closely guarded files. 

Several members of parliament 
have been accused of working for 
the secret police, and two prom- 
inent politicians resigned earlier 
this year amid the allegations. 

Prime Minister Lothar de 
Maiziere bas denied similar 
accusations that be was a secret 
police informant. 

Albrecht Dauer, a former 
member of the citizens' commit- 
tee, said virtually all 400 parlia- 
ment members have looked ax 
their Stasi files. 

Many East Germans have in- 
tense hatred for the sprawling 
network that followed, bugged, 
intimidated, interrogated and 
often imprisoned dissidents. 

A Stasi file from last year on an 
East German environmental 
group includes detailed lists of 
meetings, members and even the 
name of the pastor of the church 
where it met. 

It refers to the group's “hostile 
and negative activities.” 

Ex -CIA man Carver said East 
Germany should conduct a case- 
by-case analysis of toe Stasi files 
and remove any elected official 
who was found to have collabo- 
rated. 

Eberh&rd Schultz a foreign 
policy specialist for the German 
Society for Foreign Politics, a 
Bonn-based think tank, said it 
would be dangerous to rely on the 
files. 


vice, he alienated the West furth- 
er by suggesting the revolt had 
outside support. 

The unanswered questions ab- 
out Iliescu's policies since De- 
cember are ample fodder for va- 
rious theories. 

Does the use of the miners 
rather than soldiers or police to 
restore order mean Iliescu does 
not command army or police 
loyalty? Was he facing an orga- 
nised revolt? Or was unrest pro- 
voked by the Front in order to 
crack down on opposition? 

Diplomats and knowledgeable 
Romanians believe that at least 
some of the army, which tradi- 
tionally has played an important 
role in politics, is not with Iliescu. 

“The army is in love with its 
image,” said a Western diplomat, 
arguing the military wanted no 
part in breaking up the anti- 
government demonstration or 
dealing with the aftermath. 

Defence Minister Victor Stan- 
culescn was at a Warsaw Pact 
meeting when an influential group 
pressing for more democracy in 
the army was ordered dissolved. 
A purge may follow. 

Last week, Iliescu said he was 
moving control of the police to 
the defence ministry and thinking 
about establishing a national 
guard. 


If the guard proved an effi- 
cient, impartial anti-riot squad, it 
could help police, who dearly 
have little idea how to control 
crowds without shooting. 

But Dinu Patridu, a leader of - 
the opposition liberal Party, and 
Stefan Doinas, a leading intellec- 
tual, said the guard could become 
a tool for oppression. 

Diescu says miners have 
already volunteered to join. 

Romanians speak of growing 
signs of surveillance rinrilar to the 
Securitate, the now-disbanded 
secret police force under 
Ceausescu. 

Doinas suspects ex-Securitate 
men and others who lost out in the ' 
revolution are stirring unrest “to 
prove that there will be no quiet- 
in our country as long as they ate 
not returned to their positions.” 

Diescu, according to this view, 
is either unable or unwilling to 
control the ex-Ceausescu forces. 

For the opposition, another 
test of Diescu's commitment to 
democracy will be the reappear- 
ance of the liberal daily Romania 
Libera and three other publica- 
tions the miners shut down. 

Iliescu came to power with 
virtually universal support from 
Romanians relieved to be rid of 
Ceausescu. 



West divided over economic 
aid to support Gorbachev 


Stephen 

Reutei 


Jukes 


LONDON — The Western world 
is battling time and major policy 
disputes to devise a plan to rescue 
the Soviet economy before 
Mikhail Gorbachev's reformist 
plans collapse for lack of outside 
help and strident opposition at 
home. 

With less than three weeks 
before leaders of the seven 
biggest industrial democracies 
meet in Texas for their annnal 
summit, policymakers have so for 
been unable to agree on even the 
broad outlines of a 
comprehensive aid package. 

Their fears that the Soviet 
economy could collapse, 
weakening Gorbachev’s grip on 
power and jeopardising a new era 
of detente, have in the past few 
days injected a new sense of 
urgency Into the West’s 
discussions. 

But deep-seated differences 
are su rf ac in g between the United 
States and Western Europe and 
the debate is further complicated 
not only by superpower politics 
bnt also by a fundamental 
question — will large-scale 
financial aid actually help 
Moscow? 

Some economists say a move to 
mobilise financial aid now being 
discussed in some Western 
capitals could send the wrong 
signals to Moscow and instead of 
backing reform might in fact 


delay a sorely needed switch to a 
market economy. 

“The suggestion that foreign 
financial aid now is going to be 
useful seems to be misguided," 
said Professor Richard Portes, 
director of the Centre for 
Economic Policy Research in 
London. 

“It might io fact be 
counterproductive in helping put 
off what some in foe Soviet 
Union regard as the evil day of 
serious economic reform and 
structural change-” 

European Community foreign 
ministers indicated Monday that 
aid for the Soviet Union would be 
tackled on the agenda of next 
week's EC summit in Dublin 
while the issue is likely to 
dominate July 9-11 talks of major 
industrial nations in Houston. 

The most direct call for action 
has come from French President 
Francois Mitterrand, who , in a 
newspaper interview published 
Tuesday, signalled he wanted 
both summits to consider a large 
aid programme for Gorbachev. 

Mitterrand warned of grave 
international repercussions if the 
Soviet leader foiled to hold the 
country together. 

“I intend to ask the- 
forthcoming summits in Dublin 
and Houston to consider 
financial, commercial and 
technical aid for the USSR,” be 
told the daily newspaper Le 
Monde. 

Economists say leaders must 


first agree whether the Soviet- 
Union qualifies for support by 
meeting the . same conditions 
imposed on East . European 
nations such as Poland and 
Hungary in their transition from 
central planning to free markets. 

Only then can they go on to 
debate the form that help should 
take. The crucial issue is whether 
it should be limited to technical 
assistance or extend to (Greet 
financial aid. 

According to conditions spelt 
out at a meeting of the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) in Paris last months 
nations in Easton and- central 
Europe must be* seriously 
engaged in political and economic 
reforms.- ■ * , 

A "decision by EC foreign 
ministers Monday to delay 
approval of a trade pact with 
Romania, citing “indiscriminate 
use of force” by Bucharest in 
putting down demonstrations, 
was a dear sign that those 
conditions are bring enforced. . 

France and West Germany — 
which has been urging help for 
Moscow in what is seen as a 
quid-pro-quo to ease its drive for 
unification with East Germany' — 
are now openly sayig that 
Gorbachev does meet the 
conditions and warrant support. 

These nations argue that last, 
week’s rejection by the Soviet 
parliament of a half-hearted 


'economic' reform packag'd’ 
proposed by Prime Minister 
Nikolai Ryzhkov has increased 
chances' for. a me re 


free- market later this' year. JSfewr 
proposal are due tohe submitted 
by Sept. 1. ‘ - 

- But that viewiis^hy^qo 1 means 
unanimous^ inthe EC and. 
Washington^ has been cod to an* 
aid package; during preparations 
for the Hohston anirmit of the. _ 
_ “Group of Seven’! industrial- 
nations die United States,'.’ 
Canada, Wesf : Gennany, France;; 
Britain,- Itafy and Japan. “ : • 

President Goerge' Bush heavily, 
criticised by the. Democrat - 
opposition “for ■'.his unexpected, 
decision toagn-a trade pact at tfa£ 
Washington summit With 
Gorbachev at the" turn- of tiie 
month. 

Moscow’s economic blockade, 
of Lithuania and delay in passing 
liberalised emigration laws could' 
yet halt the. pact's passage, 
through Congress and economists 
believe' Bush has little to gain 
politically by agreeing to a Soviet 
aid package in. Houston. 

Economists say the lb 
common denominator woukT 
for leaders to agree to extend tg 
the Soviet Union -tfrjffr- 
responsibility of the “Gr 
24" Western aid donors 
have been helping 
Europe since last year 
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Jerash Festival 1990 — a decade of culture 
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ByRY. Yivdknnand 

Jodrah-Vmes Staff Writer 

AMMAN*-- Tie benefit of a 
dectidtc -of experience and 
matured organising abilities 
arethctw&main features that 
will highlight : this year's 
Jerasb lvstfnaJ of Culture and 
.Arts l which opens in the 
anciefltaty next month, says 
the: head. of. fee committee 
which^fiuTS together ibe 
annual cultural extravaganza. 

. iC We now know what it 
takes to organise the event 
and -present it to the public , 
whether' Jordanian or 
foreign, ’ ■ according to Dr. 
Akram Masarwe b , 
director-general of the 
organising committee of the 
festival; which has assumed 
the centre-stage of Jordanian 
cultural^ activities since 1981. 

“We are entering the 10th 
year of tbeJestival fortified 
with the maturing of the 
organisational process of the 
event end ' the benefit of 
expenehcer over tbe years," 
MasarWeh says. 

Although Jerash Festival 
W90 is joled down in terms 
of international participation 
—7 onlylZforcign troupes are 
participating^ -thi s year 
compared with 16 and 1 if over 
the past ibe event will 

be . another : landmark in 
Jordan’seffbrts to present its 
artisticand cultural standards 
and txaditions ip -the outside 
worldi he told the Jordan - 
Times. Weekender in an 
ixrtep&W. ; ^ t ; 

. It. mUaho mark the first 
tin»~ foreign troupes will be 
f&ymg tik&t way to Amman to 
participate- in the festival. 
‘Tcrhapsjhiswill account for 
the reduced number of 
ferei^partkapants and ibe 


delayed announcement of the 
schedule for tbe festival," 
according to Masarweh, who 
took over as director-general 
of the event in 1989. For 
instance, he says, "we 
received the continuation of 
participation of a foreign 
group only last week. " 

The organising committee 
will offer accommodation and 
transport for the 
non-Jordanian participating 
groups, which include folklore 
troupes from Syria, Pakistan, 
Turkey, Yugoslavia, Yemen 
and India, a theatre from 
Egypt which will present tbe 
“ Cairo 80" play, a ballet 
group from Azerbaijan (the 
Soviet Union), and music 
groups from the U.S., France 
and Poland in addition to 
singers Nabeel Sha 'el and 
Amr Diab. 

Local organisations taking 
part in the 17-day festival 
inclnde the Jordanian 
National Folklore Troupe, AJ 
Yarmouk music group , A1 
Fuheis singing group, a 
theatre group from tbe Jordan 
University for Science and 
Technology (JUST), the 
Royal Jordanian Folklore 
troupe, the Haya Arts Centre , 
a children theatre from the 
Ministry of Culture, and the 
Armed Forces Band. 

Masarweh expects this 
year's total public attendance 
to exceed last year’s figure of 
150,000. Fully confident that 
the organisers have left no 
stone unturned, he asserts 
that . two of the major 
preoccupations of tis 
committee were public access 
and hygiene at the festival and 
they have been successfully 
addressed. 

“We have ensured that the 
access and entry process will 


be very smooth," he said , 
apparently keeping in mind 
criticism in 1988 that there 
were some problems on tbe 
opening day of tbe festival. 

"As far as hygiene is 
concerned, we are allowing 
only two sites for foodstuff 
inside the festival grounds," 
be added. “ One will be a tent 
overlooking the Forum where 
food will be available at low 
prices and the other will be a 
restaurant run by the Amman 
Marriott where the prices will 
be tbe same as those of a 
four-star establishment. ” 

The festival will open its 
door to the public from the 
very first day after a brief 
opening ceremony beginning 
at 6 p.m. in contrast to past 
years' when the first day was 
restricted to invited guests. 

Masarweh emphasised that 
tbe government was in no way 
financially committed to 
supporting the festival, whose 
budget for this year is 
estimated at JD 114,000 — a 
cutdown by almost 50 per cent 
of the figure for 1988. “We 
hope to break even, ” he said . 

Entry charges and prices of 
tickets for the various 
performances at the theatres 
and open air sites remain in 
the same range as last year: 
JD 1 for entry and tickets 
ranging from JD 1 to JD 6 per 
event. 

In terms of timings and 
vennes, tbe programmes . 
remain along the broad 
pattern adopted since the 
early years of the festival. The 
day starts with open air 
performances at the Forum at 
6 p.m. with music from the 
Armed Forces Band, followed 
by varying folkloric troupes 
taking the stage at 7 p.m. and 
8.30 p.m. 




V 






‘ffeSkfbra from hhmfe 
dtoflng fafcirtm, wiV 


in- 
highlight** 


in firm main 


Performances of tbe 
Mevievi Soma group from 
Turkey , the Azerbaijan 
ballet. Omieb from Syria, 
“ Cairo 80," the JUST play 
and singers Sha'el and Diab 
will be staged at the South 
Theatre. Starting timings 
range from 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m. 

The Gary Buton Jazz 
Quintet from the U.S., the 
Warsaw Accordian Quintet, 
and a French quarter will 
perform at the Artemis steps. 
Children’s plays — one from 
the Ministry of Culture and 
other from Haya Arts Centre 
— as well as poetry festivals 
(free admission) — will also 
be held at the same venue. 

According to Masarweh, 
the festival budget draws 
mainly from three sources: 
entry and performance 
tickets, ground and stall 
rentals from commercial 
enterprises and foreign sale of 
television programmes of the 
event in cooperation with tbe 
Jordan Radio, Television and 
Ci n e m a Production 
Company. 

Masarweh also underlined 
tbe two main objectives of the 
festival: serving as a window 
to Jordanian artistic and 
cultural life and promoting 
tourism into the Kingdom. 
"We are rendering a cultural 
service both ways, "be added. 
It presents images of 
Jordanian life to foreigners 
and offers glimpses into 
aspects for foreign cultural fife 
to the Jordanians, he pointed 
out. 

Recitals by Arab poets 
remain a highlight of this 
year’s festival as they had 
been over the years. This 
year. Royal Jordanian (RJ) is 


extending free passage to all 
participants in tbe recitals, 
Masarweh said. 

Turning to another internal 
dimension of the festival . 
Masarweh said the organisers 
saw calls for the cancelling tbe 
event altogether as " part of 
the democratic life in 
Jordan. " 

"We are living in a 
democratic era, ” he said. "It 
is tbe right of everyone to 
raise points they think are 
right and we respect this 
right." 

Masarweh was replying to a 
question on calls by tbe 
Muslim Brotherhood for the 
festival to be " more cultural 
than anything else" or the 
cancellation of the festival. 
Senior govenimenr officials 
have said that since the 
government was not involved 
in organising the event, it was 
up to the committee of tbe 
festival to respond to tbe call. 

" Jerash festival is not one 
of our priorities,” according 
to Brotherhood spokesman 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat, a 
member of tbe Lower House 
of Parliament. l, AU our 
efforts and priorities should 
be directed at strengthening 
our society against the Israeli 
enemy, and that is why we are 
calling of more focus on 
culture at the Jerash Festival 
or cancellation of tbe event , " 
Arabiyat told the Jordan 
Times Weekender. 

However, tbe spirit of 
democracy is also shared by 
tbe Brotherhood, Arabiyat 
said. "We have raised our 
point and it is their right to 
decide what to do, " he said. 

"We are not against 
anyone, ” said Masarweh. 


"We are ready to discuss any 
aspect of tbe festival with 
anyone and welcome 
suggestions. " 

"In feet, Jerash festivals 
have always been open to 
suggestions ," he added. 

In any event, Masarweh 
said, ‘‘ the festival is not 
simply an entertainment; it is 
a wholly artistic and cultural 
event and we believe that the 
festival remains very much 
within what is acceptable to 
Jordanian culture and life, 
and our cultural values and 
needs. " 

Emphasising that tbe 
festival had a multi-faceted 
approach to the entire 
spectrum of Jordanian 
culture, Masarweh pointed 
out that poetry recitals, 
handicraft, painting and book 
exhibitions, and portrayals of 
traditional ways of life were 
very much part of tbe event. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor , 
the originator of the idea of a 
national cultural festival, 
beads the Higher National 
Committee for Jerash Festival 
of Arts and Culture. Mrs. 
Laila Sbaraf, a member of the 
Upper House of Parliament 
and a former minister of 
in formation, is the 
vice-chairperson of tbe 
committee, which includes 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Wijdan Ah, the minister of 
tourism, tbe minister of 
culture, tbe director-general 
of Royal Jordanian . the 
director-general of tbe Jordan 
Radio and Television 
Corporation, Mrs. Inam A1 
Mufti of tbe Noor AJ Hussein 
Foundation, and Michel 
Hamameh in addition to 
Masarweh. 


Redrawing the lines in the battle for health 
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By Judith Mariasy 

A new report cafe for reassessment of strategies in 
primary h e alt h care. The Commission on Health 
Research for Development believes that greater 
emphasis shook! be placed on research in developing 
countries. 

LONDON — Developing ts5percentofhaltb budgets. 
coun tries and aid agencies are • - The co mm iss i on sets out its 

being urged to boost spending views in a report, published 
on health research. Informs- this month containing recom- 
tion pays dividends, says the mendations presented earlier 
Commission on Health Re- this year to the 15th Nobel 
search for Development, an Cnference in Stockholm. ■ 
independent group of eminent ■ Health problems specific to 
researchers and health, spe- developing countries — where 
rialists drawn mainly from de- about 80 per cent of the 
veloping countries. world’s population live — 

The Commission recdm- attract only 5 per cent- of 
mends- that. 2 per cent . of international research ex- 
national health budgets be penthture, the report reveals, 
committed to -research. For The commission believes 
most, developing' countries that if is only from a strong 
that . would mean doubling research foundation that de*- 
currenf outlay. . • ■ : ‘ 7 veloping country hc&lthjBinis- 

Tht suggested allocation tines and non-governmental ■ 
for development aid- agencies ' organisations can -evaluate 


and adapt health strategies . many months, but symptoms 

"It is easy to embark on the fade after two. So in giving up 
latest health fashions," Dr. treatment, "they were com- 
Antonio Cabral, Mozambi- pletely right according to their 
que’s national director of traditions, " said Cabral, 
health, said at the conference. The researchers were 
“ One of these was ‘primary amazed to find that most 
health for all. ’ Everybody front-line health workers also 
thought it was a low-technolo- believed TB was incurable, 
gy, homgeneous programme, "So we bad to start again with 
a ready-made ‘recipe. our personnel with the identi- 

"After five or six years the fication of one message: ‘TB 
results were not there. Tbe can be , cured’," said Cabral, 
failures were there, the sodo- In urban areas , that single 
economic crisis was there, but intervention boosted the num- 
the results were not. ” bers completing treatment by 

Research from Mozambi- more than a quarter, 
que shows how detailed com- In Philippines, researchers 
munity-based studies are cru- investigating low numbers 
dal to effective service deliv- coming for child immunisa- 
exy. Health researchers found tion uncovered a similar prob- 
out why tuberculosis patients lem, according to tbe health 
in some areas regularly opted minister. Dr. Alfredo Beng- 
out of the full 12-month treat- zon. Health workers disco- 
ment programme after about vexed they were up against a 
eight weeks: people accepted - long-standing belief that 
that Tbe^symptoms of- TB measles is a natural and un- 
could be aired, but not the avoidable "growing pain” for 
disease itself; curing TB takes children. Thi s prompted a 


single-slogan TV campaign 
stressing that childhood 
measles is not a feet of nature. 

All too often, however, 
governments and donor agen- 
cies view research as a luxury. 
Some governments worry ab- 
out its destabilising potential. 
"By training, researchers 
have to be independent . scep- 
tical, open. They have to have 
contacts with the outside 
world. For certain govern- 
ments, these people are not 
very convenient, ” said Pro- 
fessor Adolfo Martinez - Palo- 
mo , a commission member 
from Mexico. 

His own country feces a 
different problem: underfund- 
ing has created a research 
brain drain. Tbe government 
is tackling it with a national 
sysrem whereby scientists 
select their most productive 
peers to receive a tax-free 
income supplement. It can 
represent over half then sal- 
ary. Without it, some resear- . 


chers would earn no more 
than bus drivers. Now, about 
one third of tbe country’s sci- 
entists are supported in this 
way. 

Professor Walter Kamba. a 
commission member from 
Zimbabwe , believes that with- 
out support for developing 
country researefe, "We can 
forget about ‘health for all by 
tbe year 2,00(Y, n . 

Summing up tbe problem, 
commission Dr. Adetokunbo 
Lucas of tbe U.S.-based Car- 
negie Corporation, said that 
"every good war strategy de- 
pends on good intelligence 
information about tbe 
strengths and weaknesses of 
tbe enemy. I don’t think any 
soldier ever asked ‘Why do 
you want an intelligence re- 
port?’ But in the field of 
health we are always asked.” 

That is what tbe commis- 
sion is trying to change — 
Pianos .features. 
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JORDANIAN journalists spent a most difficult and tense 
day Sunday, when word spread in town that the much- 
respected and well-liked minister of information was 
leaving bis job, and with it a lot of would-be stranded 
journalists. There was panic, but also lots of movement, to 
save the day for men and women of the media who saw in 
Mr. Ibrahim Izziddin the democratic, open-minded and 
successful minister, who represented for them what an 
exemplary information minister should be. "We waited for 
a long time for such a minis ter to arrive on the scene, "said 
a prominent journalist. "When that finally happened, and 
everything was going so well for government, press and 
country, word went out that he would quit. What a fright it 
was, ” the journalist said. Luckily, Minister Izziddin stayed 
on and journalists in town took a deep sigh of relief. 

jfr 54- *■ 

IT SEEM S that all this talk about parliamentary blocs is 
interesting and lively, but not serious. You ask some 
deputies and ministers about forms and formations of their 
various coalitions , and they give you what appears to be 
solid facts and figures. You ask others, and they dismiss tbe 
talk as simply talk and nothing more. "So and so bloc says 
it now has so many members, ” explains a deputy. "The 
truth of tbe matter is that blocs and numbers are not so 
real, " he adds cynically. This deputy’s views are generally 
shared by a growing number of his colleagues who insist 
that political formations in tbe house are too premature to 
talk about, let alone take them seriously. 
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THERE is growing resentment, and actions contemplated, 
by high official circles against Jordan Television cameras 
accompanying leaving , and returning government ministers 
and other senior bureaucrats who leave town on foreign 
trips abroad. According to knowledgeable sources, fee 
hi g h off rials are getting exasperated wife fee cost and time 
wasted on television crews joining motorcades and entour- 
ages which follow ministers leaving and others returning, 
only to ask them redundant questions and get even worse 
answers. The actions contemplated follow the lines of 
earlier directives feat fee practice should stop hut this time 
tbe move is apparently serious. "TV crews can go the next 
morning a minister returns and ask him their questions, 
whatever they may be, in his office rather than at tbe 
airport, ” one source says. "Imagine bow much time and 
effort that would save us. ” We agree. 

YOUR favourite newspaper , the Jordan Times, has the 
reputation of being an elitist Jordanian daily which is read 
only by derision makers, diplomats, international guests, 
visitors and the educated groups in our society. Not any 
more, we assure you. More and more Jordanians are 
getting interested in reading what Jordan's English- 
langauge daily has to say and in the way it handles its 
coverage of the news. The paper is even making it to school 
classrooms throughout the country. Two recent examples 
should substantiate our claim. Tbe first was a school play at 
Firas AJ . Ajkmni secondary school for boys. The play script 
tofd of an emergency landing of an airplane carrying 
French tourists in Wadi Rum. Where the Jordan Times 
comes in is when a rescue helicopter arrives at the scene 
carrying a doctor accompanied by a Jordan Times reporter 
to cover the incident. The boy who played the reporter's 
role wore a T-shirt carrying the name of the Jordan Times. 
The second example of how the Jordan Times is making 
inroads into Jordanian classrooms came during the tawjihi 
secondary school certificate English final examinations this 
past week. Students were given an optional essay question 
in which they were asked to write a letter to the editor of 
the Jordan Times and express their opinion on the ruins 
and their protection in Jordan. The editor says he has not 
actually received any letters on the subject yet, but he’s 
definitely going to check with tbe ministry to see how many 
examinees opted to write the letter and then bow well they 
did it. 
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AMONG THE letters that the Jordan Times received last 
week, was one contained in an envelope feat carried a 
sticker which read: “ boycotting American goods... 
nourishes the national economy. ” The letter itself had a 
concerned citizen's feelings about the much debated issue 
of boycotting the U.S., especially in view of its recent veto 
against Palestinian interests in the U.N. Security Council. 
The letter was originally addressed to tbe beads of the 
Amman Chambers of Commerce and Industry and signed 
by a Mr. Mahmoud Khader Keilani. After a long introduc- 
tion of bow terrible America was and bow it had no 
qualifications to be tbe "leader of tbe free world," Keilani 
got to the point. Other than the boycott, he said, "we call 
on all media channels not to publish or broadcast any news 
items concerning this imperialist country. ” He added that 
American news could only be published in local and Arab 
newspaper under tbe heading " tbe news of the enemies of 
tbe Arab and Islamic Worlds. ” Well and good. Mr. Keilani 
can continue his crusade to boycott American goods, and 
we will have no problem with it. What will be difficult for a 
newspaper like ours, though, is to ignore all news from or 
on the U.S . , and then to call the superpower " the enemy” 
in our headlines and stories. What would a headline look 
like if. for instance, an American delegation were sent to 
the area to discuss peace prospects? Would it read 
something like this "Enemy team tours Arab countries in 
search of settlement?" Or. " Enemy sends delegation to 
meet with Arab leaders?” Would it not be funny to do 
that? 

V V V 

ABDUL RAHIM OMAR, renowned poet and writer who 
is also president of the Jordan Writers' Association, left 
hospital in good health Monday after an extended stay of 
two weeks. It was a busy fortnight for the popular "Abu 
Jamal" though his doctors urged him to get as much rest as 
possible. His Majesty King Hussein sent his political 
advisor, Mr. Adnan Abu Odeh, to convey his best wishes 
for a speedy recovery, and fee writer thought it was a 
wonderful gesture by His Majesty and all his many friends 
who cared for his health and well being. 
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thursday, June 21 


$30 A Different World 

■ 

► 

• Iris vacation time. Denise 
kas plans to spend hers in 
Greece, but her mother 
thinks differently. It seems 
mothers know what’s best. 
a : 

5 9:10 Dolphin Cove 

i i 

i Michael’s friend Peter 
drops in supposedly to 
attend the wedding cere- 
mony on the boat but in- 
stead he blows the boat to 
pieces. Something wrong 
6ut the truth is revealed in 
j 8 he end. 

S &:45 News in English 

10:00 World Cop 
England Vs Egypt 

| il:4 5 Movie of the Week 
; kritde White Lies 

.i j 

J : A doctor and a cop meet 
I on a plane bound for Rome. 
j They fall in love and both 
| cpnceal their true identities. 
a In the end they find out 
} about each other and remain 
jj in love. 

| Friday . June 22 

J ' 

5 830 Didi’s Comedy Show 
! The Film Doable 

J v - To the dismay of every- 
] one involved Didi tries out 
J acting in a play. You can 
jj imagine the consequences, 
i The director breaks down 
jj and the studio disintegrates. 






j 9:10 Beauty and the Beast 
jj Vincent and Diana are by 
* now good friends and he 
j Shows her more of his world 
j underground. Jacob con- 
jj templates moving to the 
\ world above and Vincent 
j supports him. 
i • . 

j i0:00 News in English 
I 30:20 Quincy 


Saturday, June 23 

8:30 Empty Nzst 
Lessons 

9.00 Encounter 

930 Classical Music 

9:45 News in EngFch 

10:00 World Cup 

11:45 AUe ... Alto 

Finally the Germans man- 
age to obtain some valuable 
information on the British 
pilots. But the descriptions 
fit everybody in the vicinity: 
now you can imagine the 
resultant confusion. 

Sunday, June 21 

830 Hay Dad 

9:10 Global Report 
Valley of Hope 

Children dying of mal- 
nutrition by the thousands is 
a familiar phenomenon in 


the Third World. UNICEF 
cooperation with the villa- 
gers have found a very sim- 
ple cure. 

9:45 News in English 
30.-00 World Cop 

Monday, June 25 

339 Perfect Strangers 

Balki wants to document 
his daily life on celluloid and 
send the film to his mom. 
Larry brings in two actresses 
to enliven the show and this 
puts Balki off. 

9:09 Blue Blood 

A few murders happen in- 
the civ,\ and there is one 
murder at the Confess 
Palace. Henry and Lisa are 
able to unlock the mystery 
surrounding these murders. 

9:45 News in fagfii* 

World Cap 


Tuesday, Jane 26 j 

830 Charles in Charge 

Chaos rules the house 
when the children dedde id 
abide by no rules, and even 
ask Charles not to interfere. 
But soon wake up to the 
reality that life without 
order is no life at all. 

9:10 A Norseman Riding By 

Craddock has been gone 
for three months now; his 
wife Claire all the while is 
good to everyone in his abs- 
ence and handles herself 
wisely. 

9:45 News in English 
lOrtO World Cop 
Wednesday, June 27 
830 The Golden Girls 

Dorothy’s daughter has a 
right with her husband. 
There is Dorothy’s chance 
to rill her time with some 
story, but husband and wife 
make amends and Dorothy 
is disappointed. 

9:10 The Nuclear Age 

In this episode we get to 
know about Richard Nixon ’s 
attempts to end the Vietnam 
war, and to limit the arms 
race between U.S. and 
Soviet Union, eventually 
leading to the signing of 
SALT IS treaty. 

193)0 News in English 

1030 Stradivari 

This is the life story of the 
famous violin maker, Anto- 
nio Stardivari. From the be- 
ginning be was determined 
to make his own violin in- 
strument to ensure quality. 
-No one noticed ids genius 
until the King of Spain 
needed his work. 
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By tindsey Tanner 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Pumping iron in the geriatric set does not 
necessarily mean gulping down vitanrincs. 

Researcher say that giving frail 90-year-olds a regimen of 
high-intensity weight-training ean dramatically increase their 
muscle strength and may help them avoid accidents associated 
with weak muscles. 

The findings, reported in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association, are based on a study of 10 residents of a 
Boston nursing home . ages 86 to 96. 

“Our findings suggest that a portion of the muscle weakness 
attributed to aging may be modifiable through exercise,” 
wrote the researchers, led by Dr. Maria Fiatarone of the U.S 
Department of Agriculture’s Human Nutrition Research 
Centre on Aging at Tuffs University in Boston. 

“Because muscle strength decreases by perhaps 30 per cent 
to 40 per cent during the course of the adult life span, it is 
likely that at the end of training these subjects were stronger 
than they bad been many years previously,” the researchers' 
wrote. 

They called it the first study to examine the effects of 
weight-training in such an old population. 

But Kim Herring, who works with the elderly as director of 
cardiovascular rehabilitation at the university of Chicago 
Medical centre . said the number of subjects in the study was 
too small to apply to the general population. 

“The last thing you’d want to have happen is have a group 
of 60-to 90-year-old people going out and weight-rifting ” 
because of the risk of injury, Ms. Herring said. She said 
elderly people who want to riff weights should consult a 
physician. 

During the study, conducted in the summer of 1988, six 
women and four men participated in an eight-week weight- 
training programme that focused on the quadriceps muscle at 


the front of the thigh. . _ enMeHs ***** . 

Three limes a week, for cig&t weelcs, mhju tes isessran A 
formed leg lifts with weights for about 45 
By the end of the eight-week 

subjects who completed the study had at tritded azu&Z- 
amount of weight they could lift , end some b tripled .. .. . 
quadrupled that amount, said Mr. Fiatarone, ...j - 
The average increase in single-leg ^aroses went ^m 72 
kilogrammes at die beginning to about 19 kilogrammes by the 
end of the training, she said. ' . - - 

One 86-year-old man stopped after four week 
pain at site of a previous hernia. The rest completed the. , 
training with title pain and no injuries, the jesearchers saiq. ^ : 
They called the results remarkable’ considering toejq^ 
jects’ age and poor health condition at the start of tte study. ^ 
Seven had arthritis,, six had heart disease, and four °an ^ 
hypertension. - . - 

The subjects stopped weight-lifting at the end of 
eight-week period, and four weeks later, they had lost abont ^ 
one- thir d of the strength they had gained, Ms. Fiatarone said. 

A simil ar loss would be expected in a younger person, sBb: .^ 
said, noting that for the results to be lasting, weight-training : 
must be done on a long-term basis . _ _ ^ 

Although the study focused only on leg muscles, Ms.~.^ 
Fiatarone said it can be assumed weight-training also woM. : 
strengthen upper-body muscles in the elderly. 

The researcher said the results indicate that weight-training ' 
can be used in the elderly to j help, them gain strength and ( ^ ; 
possibly avoid the falls and other accidents . associated with^ 
weakness. . .. V' -V, 

But Ms. Herring said more research is needed to determine ^ 
if weight-training strengthens upper-body muscles in. die very '■ • 
old, adding that those muscles tend-to be the weakest m tbc 
elderly. ' - „ ' / • ' 

But she also.sid that the. study “certainly sheds new light oa : 
the capabilities that these elderly patients ... can achieve, ahd^ 
that’s promising .** . . ^ r 
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1. ('niiLc a clnnarsh hractpirl. a movicr Lnun* whal lie's crowing 
ationl. 
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CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. K V\ 0 J\HBP LHK OLYHF YCA1D F. N * 

C A Q C X \ J ICXDYBI) RL.WDD QRBPCXVHD 

3 Z P * N R J QHXZBP XHDY Y V H X. -Bj Eari Ireland 

2 . A LOTS II P (J L : Y C K Ol'AACRY 5 V K QUICK Q LO 
RH Yl'PJRM HP OJt'QAM AQCJQ IURTS. 

—By Ed Huddlnon 

J. BXft XRNCK 1 H RF ANF. RYRFGYO NTFO. 
FKBJIO II R K N Z J 7 Y V CGN C U R V H F O X Z 
YXEN C\ NTf. , — Bi Gordon Miller 

i. JUI? fNJGRYMO D ASN C. R l W F S 5 D I. A W J L : P 
OLIt nfsi) IS\ DILYA DASNCRI By Barbara J. Rujs 

SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 


Thursday, June 21 

3793 — British under Lord 
Lake defeat Irish Rebels at 
Vinegar HiU and enter Wax- 
ford, ending Irish rebellion. 

1813 — British under Duke 
of Wellington rout French 
completely at Vittoria , forcing 
Joseph Bonaparte to See from 
Spain to France. 

1887 — Britain annexes 
Zululand, blocking Trans- 
vaal’s attempts to gain access 
to coast. 

3915 — Boer forces under 
Christian de Wet surrender at 
Bloemfontein, South Africa. 

1919 — German fleet is 
scuttled in Scapa Flow, Scot- 
land. 

1945 — Japanese forces on 
Okinawa surrender to Amer- 
icans in World War U. 

I960 — Britain, France , 
Netherlands and United 
States provide for a Carib- 
bean organisation for econo- 
mic cooperation. 

1962 — United States ex- 
presses concern over Chinese 
concentrations on mainland 
opposite Quemoy. 

1963 — France withdraws 
Atlantic naval forces from 
NATO. 

1965 — Houari Boume- 
dienne tries to organise new 
government in Algeria after 
ousting and arresting Presi- 
dent Ahmad Ben Bella. 

1970 — Indochina war 
erupts on dozen fronts in 
heaviest fighting since Viet- 
nam conflict spread to Cam- 
bodia in April. 

1971 — International 
Court of Justice in the Hague 
rules that South Africa’s 
administration of territory of 
South-West Africa is illegal. 

1976 — Rioting breaks out 
in black townships around 
Pretoria in South Africa. 

1987 — International Ener- 
gy Agency warns that world 
oil demand could exceed 
supply in 1990s. 


1989 — Shanghai author- 
ities execute three men con- 
victed setting train ablaze dur- 
ing student-led protests. 

Friday, June 22 

1636 — French and Savoy 
forces defeat Spanish at Tor- 
navento, Italy , but Savoy re- 
fuses to march on Milan and 
advantage is lost. 

1826 — Pan-American 

Congress meets in Panama 
under influence of Simon 
Bolivar in effort to unite 
American republics. 

1894 — Dahomey is proc- 
laimed a French colony. 

1941 — Germany invades 
Soviet Union in World War 
H. 

1957 — Three British sub- 
jects are sentenced to impris- 
onment in Cairo, Egypt, 
espionage trial. 

1969 — South Yemen’s 

president As Shaabi is over- 
thrown and replaced by five- 
man presidential council. 

1972 — Irish Republican 
Army’s provisional wing 
announces conditions/ cease- 
fire in Northern Ireland con- 
flict. 

1973 — Skylab J astronauts 
return safely to Earth after 
record 28 days aboard find 
U.S. orbiting space station. 

1974 — United Stares 
assures Israel it has no plans 
to sell weapons to either 
Egypt or Syria. 

1988 — Fire rages tbrougfi 
tent city housing about 5,000 
Coptic Christian pilgrims out- 
side historic monastery, kill- 
ing 47 people — most of them 
Children. 

1989 — Peruvian Air Force 
plane with 42 people aboard 
slams into mountainside in 
Andes. 

Saturday, June 23 

1650 — Peace treaty of 
Nuremberg is signed between 


Holy Roman Empire and 
Sweden. 

1672 — Holy Roman 

Empire and Brandenburg sign 
alliance to halt extension of 
French power. . ■ 

1722 — England’s Queen 
Anne orders French pecple.m 
Nova Scotia to take oath of 
allegiance to her government 
within one year or leave. 

1724 — 1 Treaty of Constan- 
tinople between Russia and 
Turkey is signed, directed 
against Persia to secure Ere- 
van for the Turks. 

1757 — • British . under 
Robert Give take Plassey r af- 
ter the Nawab breaks alliance, . 
and recover Calcutta in India. 

1760 — Prussian army " at 
Landsbut in Bavaria, guard- ' 
ing passes into Silesia, suffers 
crushing defeats - 

1848 — “ June Days” begin 
in France when General Louis 
Cavaignac suppresses Paris 
workmen in effort to dose 
workshops and kills 
thousands. 

1886 — Bonaparte and 

Orleans families arc banished 
from France. 

1934 — Saudi Arabia and 
Yemen sign peace treaty after 
six-week war. 

1952 — U.S. Air Force 
bombs hydroelectric plants in 
North Korea. 

1956 — Colonel Gamal 

Abdul Nasser is elected presi- 
dent of Egypt 

1970 — Japanese students 
dash with police in Tokyo in 
huge demonstrations against 
continuing U. S. -3 span secur- 
ity pact 

1977 — U.S. House of 
Representatives passes S5.7 
billion foreign aid appropria- 
tions bill with ban on any 
assistance to Cuba , Angola or 
Mozambique. 

1989 — Muslim rebels fire 
24 rockets into Kabul, Afgha- 
nistan, killing at least four 
people. 


Sunday, Juste. 24 
- 1793 V- 7— , Firs . republican ~ . 
constitution ... in France ; is v 
adapted. - 

1812 Nrpoleon Bonar ^ 

-pazte’s forces .axxs}Nkmeii'L 
River and enter Russian terrif y 
tory. *' 

1839 . Ibrahim, son of . 

Mobaimmad AH of Egypt^ jy 
roirts Turkish forces at Nezib. 

■ 1894 — France’s'President.^ 
ML F, SadhCamot is assassmr.V 
ated by Italian anarchist at a 
L yoBL : * . 

• 1917 — - Russia’s Black Sc a^ 
ffeetmutmies at Sevastopolhrl 
the Criinea. 

1928 : t- s Graefcs tanncfU 
offensive in i Asia n Minot ^ 
against Darkish nationalists. ^ 
1922 — Germany's ForeigiZ " 
Minister 'Walter Ratbenau is\, 
slain by nationalists. 

1931 — Soviet Union and 
Afghanistan., sign neu£ra/ity T . .. 
treaty . _ - _ >*. 

1948 — Soviet Union ber^\ 
gins Berlin blockade, halting ^ 
mad and rail traffic between 
Berlin and Wfest Germany^ 
leading to start of Berlin ^ 

aft. 

1960 — Greece, Yugosla rjr, 
via and Dirkey dissolve. BaI-~ . 
kan alliance of 1954.' - — 

; I5>78 — President Ahmad - 
Hussein Gbashami is assassin- 
ated in Yemen by bomb 
planted in an envoy’s brief- 
case. 

1987 — Muslim kidnappers 
release son on Lebanon's de- ± ' 
fence minister and bis driver.; . 

1988 —Rescue workers dig A 
through mud and. rocks in ^ 
hope of reaching survivors ofo 
la n d s li d e that boned ' abouty 
100 people in Turkish moun- 
tain village of CataJc. 

1989 — China ’s Common -. r 
isf Party, replaces -ZhacL, - 
Ziyang party chief, accusing, i 
him of serious errors by sup : ; 
porting democratic demands ^ : 


By the. Associated Press ] 
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Bjr Hobert JBarr 

7779 Associated Press 

LONDON — Long bet bre fee 
met... Oliver Hardy* Sian 
Laurel made people laugh all 
by h^oselL 

f/ewas the disaster-prone , 
stage-struck Lancashire boy, 
bom Stanley Jefferson* who 
set the stage on & re on the 
opening night of a home 
the afi& ' 

Tbe tirst time be performed 
in a real [ theatre, be squashed 
bis father's top hat , then rip- 
ped his best frock mat for an 
encore. \ 

Those were the little mis- 
haps o n tbe road to Holly - 
wood/wbere Stanley Jeffer- 
son in 1918 became Stan 
Laurel, soar of 75 movies on 
his own andcchstar with Oliv- 
er Harcty- in 105 more. 

For. iiuirel's 100th birthday 
on June 16, however, a U roads 
lead ioiB Argykt . St. In Ulver- 
ston, the northern town where 
Stanley Jefferson was bom. 

The attractions include the 
birthplace,- the balcony in 
Corohawo HaB where Laurel 
and Hardygreeted townspeo- 
ple in 1947/ the Laurel and 
Hardy Museum and the Com- 


panionships of the Sons of the 
Desert, members of the inter- 
national Laurel and Hardy 
Fan dub. 

And what win they learn of 
their hero? 

“A. difficult one, that/’ said 
Bid Cubin , curator of the 
Laurel and Hardy Museum. 
“I don't think the surround- 
ings could tell yon anything 
about Stan. His grandfather 
and grandmo ther were simple 
Ulverstonian people . ” 

Letters written by Laurel 
and now in the museum’s col- 
lection reflect happy memor- 
ies of fishing in the canal , 
roiling Easter eggs or shop- 
ping with grandma Metcalfe. 
“That was a big event for 
me/’ Laurel recalled in one 
letter. “She used to buy me 
beer's treacle toffee. It sure 
was good/’ 

The day after the birthday , 
a plague will be dedicated at a 
more significant spot: North 
Shields, near the mouth of the 
River Tyne and dear across 
the country from Ulverston. 

In the attic of the family 
home in North Shields, AJ. 
Jefferson built a theatre for 
plays written , produced, 
directed and starring his 9- 


year-old son, Stanley. 

John McCabe, an Amer- 
ican actor and author of the 
Comedy World Stan Laurel, 
found much of the story of 
Laurel's early days in an arti- 
cle written in 1939 by the 
father, a small-time impre- 
sario who operated theatres 
here and there in Britain. 

As the senior Jefferson told 
the tale, Stanley cast himself 
as the hero in the first of the 
attic productions and re- 
cruited for the villain a boy 
named Harold, whose prin- 
cipal asset was a bulldog sort 
of face — and temperament. 

On opening night, the boys 
played a tight scene so in- 
tensely that a lamp was 
knocked over and both boys 
were burned. One imagines 
poor Harold spluttering, “this 
is a tine mess.” 

Harold apparently wrote to 
Stanley about bis disenchant- 
ment, and it's unlikely that be 
was appeased by this reply: 

“The tire was all you fruit. 
If you bad let go of my throat 
when you saw my face going 
all red, we shouldn't have 
rolled over as far as the lamps. 
You have lost nothing over 
the accident. I have lost my 


theatre. ...I am sorry about 
your eyebrows being burned 
off, of course , but they will 
grow again.” 

The house is no longer 
standing, Cubin said, but 
Laurel devotees can travel 
north to see the derelict Pick- 
ard's Theatre in Glasgow, 
Scotland, where 16-year-old 
Stanley Jefferson made bis 
professional debut. 

He was then working for bis 
father at Metropole Theatre, 
on the business side, but he 
fibbed to his father about 
wanting to attend a party and 
sneaked off to appear at Pick- 
ard's. 

A.J. Jefferson was out 
strolling that night , wandered 
into Pickard’s and was sur- 
prised to find several pieces of 
his clothing there, and his son 
performing in them. Stanley 
didn't notice his father until be 
was taking his bows , and AJ. 
recalled the scene: 

“ Giving a subdued yell of 
horrified astonishment, he 
dropped my topper which 
thereupon rolled toward die 
footlights. Stan pursued it, 
tried to get to the orchestra 
where one of the musicians 
made a rush to retrieve it and 


stepped on it, squashing it 
thoroughly. 

“Then Stan made a dash for 
tbe exit but bis luck was out. 
As he ran off, he came, in 
contract with a steel hook 
fixed in the wings for a 
trapeze act and the book rip- 
ped off half tbe skirt of my 
beautiful frock coat. Exit... 
loud applause.” 

Stanley came back for 
more, playing the Vaudeville 
circuit, and bis big break came 
with Fred Kamo’s Comedy 
Troupe. 

Soon after young Jefferson 
joined the troupe, they were 
rehearsing a show called 
" Jimmy the fearless” in Lon- 
don. The troupe’s star, Char- 
lie Chaplin, decided the show 
wouldn’t work and refused to 
appear, so Jefferson got tbe 
part. 

The show was a hit, and 
within a week Chaplin con- 
sented to star — but Jefferson 
stayed on as Chaplin’s under- 
study and second banana. 

In 1912, the troupe re- 
turned to America where 
Chaplin resigned to make 
movies for Mack Sennett. 
Stanley Jefferson became the 
principal comedian, but the 



Stan Laurel and Oliver Maundy 


troupe folded a short time 
later in Philadelphia. 

Stanley Jefferson decided 
to stay. In 1917, he signed a 
contract with Universal Stu- 
dios and that same year 
appeared in a short film titled 
Lucky Dog with Oliver 


Hardy. 

It wasn't until 1926, howev- 
er, that they became a team in 
45 Minutes from Hollywood. 
It was the birth of one of the 
greatest comedy teams in film 
history — The reedy, hair- 
scratching Laurel with bis 


childish innocence and-, 
nriebief, and the tubby tie- 
twirling Hardy whose cher- 
ubic free belied a short tem- 
per when his partner got them 
into “anothere tine mess.” - 
Laurel died in 1965. Hardy 
died in 1957. - 
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Popular Indian TV serial tapers off, what next? 


By Ra^ Gopalrikf^umn 
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NEW DISJJLrrTn jmd-J uly 
many Zndftjtra. wSS-revert to 
sleeping 'fate Sundays, going 
for a drive' or' eating a good 

- • 

Most haven't done so for 
more dm 18 months, because 
they've stayed riveted, to the 
television screen every Sun- 
day lif 9'&5£. ’ for another 
mstatimcnftyf the Mahabhar- 
ata, a^ rifythofogicaf Hindu 
epic ydjpSe f efevisfon incarna- 
tion is jhc /country's hottest 
sbpw//^// . 

HDpoi daisban, the govern- 
ment department that con- 
trols, th^ anly nationwide 
chann^Z estimates the one- 
bevfshows —which conclude 
on JuJyg-^atiractan average 


each w eek, or more than one - 
tooth of India's population of 
880 nritikm. 


The serial is in the Hindi 
language, but Doordarsban 
officials say its appeal readies 
far beyond tbe northern, Hin- 
di-speaking regions of the 
country. In the southern state 
of Kerala, newspapers publish 
a transcript of each week’s 
show in Malayalam, the local 
language. 

“People here are highly in- 
volved. in tbe Mababharata,” 
says I.G/ Venugcrpal, a resi- 
dent of.Trivaridrum, die capit- 
al of Kerala. “ They read the 
newspaper to get to know the 
outline and then watch the 
serial.” 

Venugopal, a ham radio 
buff, says even bam oper- 
ators are much quieter during 
the programmes. 

Tbe Mababharata is a 
kaleidoscope of court intrigue 
'and tierce battle between two 
sets of fendjng brothers, tem- 
pered with religion, philoso- 
phy and t be virtues and vices 


of princes and aspiring kings. 

Many Hindus learn tbe 
story in their childhood, when 
it is re-told as the victory of 
good over evil with the five 
good Pandava brothers de- 
feating the 100 bad Kaurava 
brothers. 

But now, as tbe show be- 
gins to peak (tbe 99th Kaura- 
va has just been killed in 
battle), several twists and 
nuances are ' beginning to 
come through. Tbe Pandavas 
aren’t lily white: They have 
used every trick in the book to 
win. 

And some on the Kaurava 
side aren’t totally bad. Their 
army chief — who is the ille- 
gitimate son of the mother of 
tbe Pandavas — is chivalrous 
in battle. And the guru of the 
Pandavas , another good guy, 
was on the Kaurava side until 
be died. 

“Most of this we didn't 
know,” says Shailendra Chop- 


ra, an employee of Indian 
Airlines, the domestic air car- 
rier. “It's like a crime thriller. 
What will happen next?" 

The Mahabharata appears 
to have transcended religious 
barriers in India, where 82 per 
cent of the people are Hindu 
but there are large communi- 
ties of Muslims, Sikhs and 
Christians. 

In one New Delhi bouse, 
‘two Muslims carpenters in- 
stalling new windows 
threatened to take Sunday off 
unless if they were given ac- 
cess to tbe television set. 

U I watch the serial every 
week. If I miss an episode 
now, I won't understand any- 
thing , ” said Naseem Ahmad. 

Tbe Mababharata is also 
big business. 

Doordarsban, which means 
“far vision, ” says it gets about 
6.5 million rupees ($380,000) 
for selling individual adver- 
tisement spots before tbe se- 


rial each week. . 

Permanent commercial 
sponsors of the programme 
get free spots in exchange for 
the money they pay the se- 
rial's producer. 

The price received by pro- 
ducer B.R. Chopra is 
guarded, but newspapers esti- 
mate be gets about 1 million 
rupees ($58,000) per instal- 
ment. About one-third of that 
amount is protit. 

"It will take a long time for 
us get another serial like 
this/' said Abdul Sattar 
Tatari, the Doordarsban offi- 
cial in charge of television 
programmes. “ Both in terms 
of audience appeal and re- 
venue.” 

Tatari, a Muslim, said his 
family avidly watches the 
Mahabharata. " Show me a 
family which doesn’t,” he 
said. “ Hindus , Muslims , 
Christians, anyone.” 

Doordarsban plans to bring 


out a serial on Indian war 
heroes in the Mahabharata 
slot after the epic goes off tbe 
air, Tatari said. 

“It definitely won’t be as 
popular,” be said. “ People 
seem to prefer going back to 
mythological serials, and we 
are also trying to get one of 
those for telecast within a few 
months. ” 

Hie planned serials include 
one on the Bible and another 
on Chanakya, an Indian phi- 
losopher who was part of King 
Ashoka’s court in the third 
century B.C. 

" I have to feed my kids in 
front of the television set on 
Sundays , ” said Gurmcet 
Kaur, a New Delhi housewife 
who is a Sikh. 

Told about the programme 
will replace tbe Mahabharata 
next month, she said: “War 
heroes? I guess it's back to 
eating breakfast at tbe dining 
table. ” 
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In Paris , painting goes out into the streets 


s' 


- By G^jffkoy Gaussen 

PARISH fond of her painters. 
After- being their muse, she 
today acts as an art display 
area and brings painting out 
oPmustums and galleries into 
tSestre^. ''^^ - - 

~Th e idea goes back a hun- 
dred /ears, right to the : time 
when Baron Haussmann, 
when tearing old districts 
dbwn, had. the bare end-walls 
decorated by artists. But the 
phenomenon has only recent- 
ly, in the last ten yearsi .taken 
on- the dimensions of a cultu- 
ral movement. Its new mas- 
fersare PoJon, Menard and 
Reiti. ; 

Thanks to them, strollers 
and passers-by, to their great 
delight, have stopped walking 
with ■ their, heads bent. But , 
eyen so, hi? careful where you 
step! 

'Paris, the favourite capital 
of artists 'and painters, is also 
a picture-exhibiting city 
whose painted walls mingle 
with its history. - 

It all began under Napoleon 
IU. Baron '■ Haussmann, the 
perfect of tbe city, totally re- 
newed urbanism by de- 
molishing old districts, and be 
opened up tbe centre of Paris ! 
with spectacular big-scale 
building _ work: broad recti-, 
linear avenues and parks. But 
what could be done to hide 
the numerous, unsightly end- 
walls of buildings revealed 
here and there? -Advertising! 
Soon posters and painted slo- 
gans covered the end-walls, 
left bare by Haussmann's 
wprk.- 

iTbis practical idea . had be? 
come very 1 protifrbic fbr the 


City of Paris, which, in the 
early 20th century, decided to 
allow great poster designers (a 
very French tradition) to give 
a certain standing to this spe- 
cial kind of art. Paul Cotin 
himself, set up bis poster 
school, in 1929. At that time , 
there was, above all, the 
famous slogan: “ Dubo , 
DuboHy Dutonnet”. painted 
by the famous poster designer 
Cassan dre, in 1933, in Rue de 
Sevres. 

Wall advertising soon took 
on -huge proportions and led 
to polemics. Certain journal- 
ists and columnists spoke of 
“ road leprosy. ” In 1943, the 
National Assembly passed a 
law limiting the maximum 
area for a wall advertisement, 
fbt both posters and paint- 
ings, to 16 square-metres. A 
mere nothing. . 

The wind of May 

Were we on the way to the 
end of an art which had barely 
seen the. light of day? May 
1968 tore np the paving-stones 
in the streets and covered the 
walls with graffi ti and this 
wind of liberation brought the 
appearance of the first strictly 
decorative murals. California 
had set this trend in tbe 60s 
but its art remained spon- 
taneous. French wall artists 
were to work mainly to order. 

- The first decorated wall 
dhtes from 1971, when Fran- 
cois Orellet divided up two 
perpendicular end-walls at the 
comer of Rue . Quincampoix 
and Rue Aubry-la-Boucher in 
the. Beaubourg district, into 
red and blue squares. The 
following year, a property de- 


veloper ordered an 800 
square-metre mural from 
Bertholo for Rue Dessoubs. 
This was to be “The Imagin- 
ary Town,” a colourful, naif 
composition. Plastic artists, 
for their, part, grouped 
together to paint the first dis- 
trict collective work made in 
France , in Rue Pemety, in 
1977. It was painted without 
the agreement of the city and 
expresses the will of the in- 
habitants to resist against the 
threats of being transplanted. 

Another theme is trompe- 
l’oeil art, such as the false 
windows in Rue Quincam- 
poix, painted by Fabio Reiti, 
in 1976. The work quickly 
became famous and its creator 
became a star of the genre. 

The 80s saw the explosion 
of this artistic genre which is 
so profitable for the munici- 
pality. Huge half-advertising, 
half-decorative programmes 
were set up by the city, and 
production was left up to the 
advertisingrspace conces- 
sionaire, Societe Dauphin. 
The mural . art advert was 
bom. In 1983, the first Gol- 
den Dolphin was awarded for 
the best project, and, from 
1985, painted advertisement 
walls , which had, until then, 
been limited to the outskirts, 
finally moved into the heart of 
Paris. 

Today, tbe walls of Paris 
are cheerfully being painted, 
combining advertising slogans 
and artistic quips: Pirelli and 
its tyros run along Quai de la 
Rapee quayside. Tbe monkey 
eats his " petits suisses” cream 
cheese behind the Pompidou 
Centre and Banque Populaire 
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Amcft painters ' 

bags. 

offers itself to everybody at 
115 Rue Montmartre. 

But this does not mean that 
the walls are offered to the 
highest bidder. The , munici- 
pality also makes an effort to 
promot purely decorative mu- 
rals with works such as “The 
Pianist/* an acrylic painting 
120 square-metres in Rue de 
' la Jonquiere, and “La Porte , " 
in the 15th district. It also uses 


on Mcplay on tbm wans of Paris buUd- 


the services of artists for 
painting communal end-walls. 
Tbe author whose project is 
chosen, and who follows tbe 
work being carried out, is paid 
50,000 francs. The cost of the 
work is covered by tbe city 
and varies between 1,000 and 
1JO0 francs a square metre. 

Painted wails are now part 
of our everyday landscape and 
their example is contagious. 


Firms cleaning buildings in- 
creasingly use artistically de- 
corated tarpaulins during 
their works. This was the case 
with the ARC de Triomphe 
and the La Coupole Res- 
taurant whose tarpaulin re- 
produced the cafe terrace. 
“ Anybody can have an idea. ” 
proclaims a mural artist. Paris 
offers itself to him, to exhibit 
it. 


Sharp drop in U. S. TV 
viewing may signal 
change of habits 


By Deborah Hasting s 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Is the 
U.S. “ couch potato” dead? 
Television viewers across the 
country appear to be tuning 
out and turning off in record 
number, upsetting broadcas- 
ters and advertisers alike. 

The latest survey by tbe 
respected A.C. Nielsen Co. 
indicates that 2 million U.S. 
households have simply 
switched off their television 
sets — a trend that could spell 
millions of dollars in lost 
broadcast revenues. 

Nielsen offers no explana- 
tion for this drastic and unpre- 
cedented decline , but U.S. 
TV networks ABC, CBS and 
NBC say they just don't be- 
lieve millions of people have 
abruptly stopped watching. 

Others blame a switch to 
cable television and even 
home videos. 

“The use of the set has been 
a very, very predictable be- 
haviour, ” said Alan Wurtzel, 
ABCs research chief. “All of 
a sudden , the rug has been 
pulled out and the behaviour 
has been changed and no one 
can explain why.” 

“Nielsen has lost people 
they can’t account for,” he 
added. “According to them, 
they have simply gone away. ” 

To realise why Nielsen's fi- 
gures have turned U.S. TV on 
its ear to understand how the 
company’s rating system is the 
foundation upon which tbe 
television industry is built. 

“People metres” installed 
in 4,000 homes across tbe 
country provide the ratings 
that help decide which shows 
make it and which don’t. But 
more importantly, the Nielsen 
numbers provide tbe base for 
what networks charge adver- 
tisers for commercial time. 

And these are tbe Nielsen 
figures for tbe first quarter of 
this year that have caused 
such a stir: 

Seemingly overnight, over- 
all television viewing is down- 
4 per cent, as compared to the 
same period in 1989. 

In prime-time audiences of 
women between tbe ages of 18 
and 49 — an audience crucial 
to advertisers because this 
group buys most consumer 
goods — riewersbip is down 
nearly 10 per cent. 

Enter tbe controversy. 

The networks say the 
Nielsen “people metre” sys- 
tem, used nationally since 
1987, is fundamentally flawed 
and has produced incorrect 
numbers. 

. As proof of that alleged 


inaccuracy , the networks 
point to localised ratings com-, 
piled during a May survey 
season, which showed a much 
tower dropoff than tbe “peoz 
pie metres ” counted. 

Wurtzel and his counter-' 
parts at NBC and CBS blame 
the apparent drop-off in view- 
ers on “fatigue.” Nielsen 
families are just plain pooped [ 
when it comes to punching a 
button every time they switch 
the dial , the networks say. 

“We think all of these 
things are related to tbe peo- 
ple metres Wurtzel said. 
“ Every time you turn the 
channel, you’ve got to punch 
■this button. We’re asking peo- 
ple to do something that is far 
beyond what is reasonable.” 

Before 1987, Nielsen's 
national survey relied on 
boxes that required no viewer 
effort. The old system told 
what was on the tube, but not 
who was watching it. Tbe peo- 
ple metre is designed to show 
which family member is 
viewing. 

Nielsen stands behind its 
numbers, saying it has check- 
ed and rechecked tbe people 
metres and found them to be 
accurate. 

“There truly was a decline 
in the first guarfer,'* said 
Nielsen spokeswoman Jo 
Laverde. “It is probably the 
largest drop we have ever 
seen. There has been a de- 
cline in homes using televi- 
sion , but we have really not 
stated any conclusions on 
where they have gone. ” 

Networks ABC, CBS and 
NBC say they consequently 
cannot sell advertising for 
their fall television schedules 
based on “ incorrect ” ratings. 

NBC alone has said it will 
lose $200 million this year in 
advertising revenue, at least 
half of it directly caused by 
tbe drop in Nielsen figures. 

ABC added to the tire a few 
weeks ago by announcing it 
bad come up with its own way 
of counting viewers for the 
purpose of selling commercial 
time. 

CBS and NBC followed suit 
by saying they, too , might 
revamp advertising formulas. 
This provides no small threat 
to Nielsen, which receives $20 
million a year from each net- 
work, according to an execu- 
tive who refused to be 
quoted by name. 

Advertisers buy time on the 
fall schedule based on a net- 
work’s guarantee to provide a 
certain number of viewers. If 
a programme draws less than 
the promised number , the 
advertiser is given free “maire 
good” time on another show. 
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Michel Jouvet 
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By Jean Chabrier 


PARIS — Michel Jouvet is 
almost totally ignored by the 
media and unknown to the 
general public. Yet, he de- 
serves better. 

iFor centuries, the brain was 
the object of superstitious ter- 
ror and , in primitive societies , 
itiwas the custom to eat the 
brain of the dead enemy 
either to avoid being haunted 
by him or to acquire the vir- 
tues he had while he was 
afive. Because of their 
appearance resembling the 
brain , walnuts were taboo. 

3F or a long time, mental 
illness was also a subject of 
horror and the Frenchman A. 
PSnel bad to use all his pre- 
stige, around the middle of 
the 19th century , to stop these 
patients horn being “treated” 
by being beaten with a club, 
stifled between two mattres- 
ses, or even burnt. Then came 
hydrotherapy (that is to say 
cdld showers), the padded 
ctil f etc., and, finally, ana- 
tomists and physiologists who 
stinted to become more in- 
terested in that taboo organ. 

3 In a hundred years , great 
pipgress was made, gradually 
building up a map of the brain 
(Which has still not yet been 
Blushed), drawing up an in- 
ventory of neuro-mediators 


(which has not been finished 
either), and designing ther- 
apies which give hope of 
bri ng in g mental illnesses to an 
end. But the brain remains a 
highly mysterious area. 

If Michel Jouvet had been 
bom in the 17th century, be 
would have been burnt alive 
as a sorcerer. Fortunately , be 
was bom in 1924. From the 
beginning of his medical stu- 
dies, he was fascinated by 
neurology, and then the brain 
itself, and be took advantage 
of the extraordinary possibili- 
ties offered to researchers by 
exploration techniques: 
radiology , electro-encepha- 
lography , neurophysiology, 
neorobiology, etc.. 

In the early 5Qs, which seem 
so near and yet are already so 
far away, practically nothing 
was known about that strange 
state called sleep. There had 
indeed been a work by an 
F.nglish doctor who had man- 
aged to isolate a substance, 
called serotonin, in elephants 
who went mad. That was the 
time when Michel Jouvet and 
his collaborators tackled the 
problem and, in 1959, he pub- 
lished a revolutionary study: 
between wakefulness and 
sleep, there existed a “third 
continent”, that of dreaming, 
an area .which had, until then, 
been left to dream books. 


pythonesses and other sooth- 
sayers, not to mention the 
psychoanalytical theory of 
dreams. 

It took courage to assert 
that dreaming was a function 
of the brain, as different ffom 
sleep, as sleep is Bom wake- 
fulness. Cats, whose power of 
sleeping is weill known, were 
used in this research. The 
proof of “paradoxical” sleep, 
that is to say of the period 
with dreaming, was brought 
by a little film which has 
become a classic. A cat is 
sleeping peacefully in the 
phase of deep sleep. Then it 
starts tossing, turns its lips up, 
chases a mouse, courts a 
female cat or seems to run 
away from danger. Yet it is 
still sleeping, but it is on the 
“third continent”. Through 
this film, dreaming entered 
the tield of neurobiology. 

In due course, Jouvet de- 
monstrated that certain mus- 
cles were paralysed during 
this period, otherwise the sub- 
ject would “live” his dreams , 
walking about and moving. It 
would be sleep-walking. 
Above all, he discovered that 
dreaming depended on a 
brain nucleus present in all 
developed living beings 
(birds, etc.), and whose des- 
truction leads to the dis- 
appearance of paradoxical 



MiehalJouvmt, thm mxptormr of the “third continent” 


sleep. He also demonstrated 
that the alternation between 
wakefulness and sleep de- 
pended on the concentration 
of two opposing substances: 
serotonin and noradrenaline. 
Finally, he proved that the 
amount of paradoxical sleep 
depended on the central body 
temperature. Professor 
Jouvet was recenly involved in 
developing the “anti-sleep 
pill ”, modarinil. 

Thirty years of work, gra- 
dually piecing together the 
puzzle of the brain, have led 
Jouvet to draw up the criteria 
of brain death, particularly by 
electro-en ceph a logra phy. 
This problem is frequently 
posed since the enormous 


progress in re-animation tech- 
niques. 

He renewed the eternal de- 
bate over wbat is innate and 
what is acquired in drawing up 
a theory which has gained him 
an original reputation. Squir- 
rels, bom in a cage, separated 
Bom their mothers at birth 
and fed on gruel, kept the 
reflex enabling them to crack 
hazelnuts. Wbat is more, they 
continued this gesture when 
dreaming, without having 
ever learnt it, because their 
genetic programme (wbat is 
innate to them) gave them this 
behaviour. This led to a 
phrase which provoked the 
anger of psychoanalysts: 
“Man, like animals, is 


dreamed by bis genes”. But 
be is still waiting for those 
who do not agree to ex- 
perimentally prove the con- 
trary. 

Jouvet has been a member 
of the French Academy of 
Science since 1977. He is a 
professor in Lyons and a 
director of the neurophysiolo- 
gy and neuroebemistry unit of 
the French National Scientific 
Research Centre (CNRS) and 
of the molecular oneirology 
unit of the French Health and 
Medical Research Institute 
(INSERM). He was recently 
awarded the CNRS gold med- 
al on the occasion of the 
organisation’s 50th 
anniversary. 


‘Pregnant women earn gain weight safely, do not need vitamins 9 


By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 


Washington — P regnant 

women who eat balanced 
diets don't need extra vita- 
mins and can safely gain more 
weight than previously be- 
lieved, according to guidelines 
released by a research insti- 
tute affiliated with the U.S. 
government. 

. :The guidelines Bom the In- 
stitute of Medicine, based on 
a preview of studies on nutri- 
tion, weight gain and pre- 
gnancy, say the average 
woman who gain 25 to 35 
pounds (11 to 16 kilogram- 
nips) during pregnancy is 
chore apt to produce a heal- 
thy, normal-weight baby. The 
sfydy said also that, with few 
exceptions, vitamins and 
ofher food supplements are of 
ng value in pregnancy. 

I In effect, said Lindsay 
Allen, a professor of nutrition 
af the University of Connecti- 
cut, the study committee con- 
ceded that mother nature 


may know best. 

“Women, when they are 
not told to restrict their diet 
during pregnancy , normally 
gain this amount of weight (25 
to 35 pounds) (11 to 16 kilog- 
rammes),” said. Ms. Alien, 
who was a chairman of a study 
subcommittee. “What we are 
Doing is recognising that 
dietary restriction in pregnan- 
cy is not a good idea. Normal 
weight gain is better. ” 
Evidence that the commit- 
tee reviewed is the reported 
experience of large groups of 
women,” said Dr. Roy M. 
Pitkin . an obstetrician at the 
University of California at 
Los Angeles who chaired the 
committee that released the 
study. “In a sense, this brings 
health recommendations in 
line with what is actually bap-, 
penihg.”' 

Officials in the nutritional 
supplement industry were 
quick to dispute the commit- 
tee findings that said vitamin 
pills were of no value in pre- 
gnancy. 


“This outrageously anti- 
health report potentially 
dooms thousands of chOdren 
to an early death or at best 
substantial disabihty due to 
serious birth defects J.B. 
Cordaro. president of the 
Council for Responsible 
Nutrition, a vi tamin industry 
organisation, said in a state- 
ment. “This report is a recipe 
for risk and the people who 
prepared the report must be 
held accountable for any 
potential harm which may 
come Bom following their 
advice. ” 

Cordaro cited studies that 
showed some nutrients, such 
as folic acid, may reduce the 
risk of spina biBda and other 
neural tube birth defects. 

Ms. Allen said, however, 
that the committe found ear- 
lier studies to be inconclusive. 
Furthermore, she said, the 
amount of nutrient sufficient 
to affect birth defect rates 
would be consumed in a nor- 
mal. balanced diet. 

Weight gain in pregnancy 


has been a major issue in 
medicine since the 19th cen- 
tury, when physicians be- 
lieved overeating led to large 
babies and difficult labours. 
In recent years, most doctors 
have followed guidelines 
established in 1970 by the 
National Research Council , 
another government-affiliated 
\ body , that advised women to 
gain no more than 25 pounds 
(11 kilogrammes) during pre- 
gnancy. 

But Ms. Allen, who gained 
just over 30 pounds (13 kilog- 
rammes) during her own re- 
cent pregnancy, said members 
ofher committee studied new 
statistical data that shows 
“ women can gain more weight 
and have babies who are big- 
ger and healthier at birth, 
they used this new supporting 
evidence to say that weight 
gain should be higher than 
recommended previously .” 

The report said weight gain 
during pregnancy should be 
evaluated on an individual 
basis, considering the 


woman's height and body 
type. Tall , underweight 
women , the study said, should 
gain between 28 and 40 
pounds (13 and 18 kilogram- 
mes) during pregnancy, while 
obese women should gain 
only about 15 pounds (7 kilog- 
rammes). Ms. Alien said this 
follows a weight gain pattern 
that women seen to follow 
naturally. 

How fast pregnant women 
gain weight is important. The 
committee said a gain of one 
pound (0.5 kilogramme) a 
week is best during the second 
and third trimesters of pre- 
gnancy for the average 
woman, while overweight 
women should gain at half 
that rate. 

“A smooth, steady weight 
gain usually is an indication of 
an increase in lean and fat, ” a 
committee statement said. 
“ Sudden or erratic gain may 
indicate fluid retention, a 
possible signal of toxemia or 
other problems.” 

For normal women eating 


balanced diets, Ms. Alien said 
vitamin pills and other food 
supplements are not needed 
and could even be hazardous. 

“We find it irresponsible to 
suggest that supplements are 
needed when we can't find 
any evidence that women tak- 
ing healthy balanced diets will 
gain any benefit from them 
whatsoever she said. 
“We’ve done a very thorough 
search of the literature and 
the data are just not there to 
make a case that all women 
need the supplementation of 
nutrients. ” 

An exception is for iron 
pills. 

“Supplements of 30 milli- 
grams of ferrous iron are 
recommended daily during 
the second and third trimes- 
ters” for die general popula- 
tion of pregnant women, the 
study said. 

Ms. Allen said an excess 
intake of some other nut- 
rients, such as Vitamin A, 
could adversely affect fetal 
development. 
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By Clare Pedrick 


GENEVA, Switzerland — 
Most people know that the 
foxglove produces digitoxin, 
which doctors use to regulate 
the heartbeat, and that aspirin 
comes Bom the bark of the 
willow tree. But did you know 
that the contraceptive pill is 
made Bom the Mexican yam, 
or that the drug which now 
gives hope to four out of every 
fiye - children suffering from 
leukemia is made from the 
rosy periwinkle, a plant found 
op the island of Madagascar? 

\ More than one quarter of 
aj) drugs produced by the 
World’s pharmaceutical com- 
panies are based on plants, 
according to studies by the 
ijhited Nation's World 
Health Organisation (WHO). 
Yet, of an estimated 250,000 
~ flowering plants believed to 
Sgfc in existence, only 10 per 
have been . tested for 
ZgfijedicinaJ properties . 
zz£The thousands of species 
§3#ht have yet to be examined 
Utmost certainly bold sur- 
prises, and possibly cures for 
me of the biggest modern- 
-day killers, including cancer, 
zSBQuired immune deficiency 
—Syndrome (AIDS) and heart 
—disease, scientists say . Bur the 
; trapping of the world's giant 
—natural medicine chest is pro- 
Sng a race against time, 
—z Pollution, building develop- 
ment and the clearing of the 
tropical rainforests have 


already wiped out an esti- 
mated 15 per cent of ail 
known plants. Half the 
Earth's varieties are to be 
found in the warm, wet cli- 
mate of the rainforests T cur- 
rently disappearing at the rate 
of 100 acres a minute. Conser- 
vationists estimate that five 
species are obliterated every 
day. By the year 2050, they 
say, 60,000 plant types, or one 
in four, could be extinct. 

“ The scale of destruction is 
dramatic,” said Paul Wachtel 
at the headquarters of the 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) in Gland, near Gene- 
va. “We are losing plants that 
have not even been identiBed 
and that could possibly have 
provided os with life-saving 
medicines. ” 

In the United States, scien- 
tists at the National Cancer 
Institute near Washington 
D.C., are currently screening 
about 10,000 substances a 
year , including flowering 
plants, algae and fungi , in an 
attempt to find a break- 
through for AIDS and for 
more than 100 different types 
of cancer. The institute has 
awarded grants to botanical 
societies and universities 
throughout the world to help 
them collect , identify and test 
plant species. 

Initial results have proved 
encouraging. The screening of 
18,000 marine plants and 
organisms produced what re- 
seasrehers describe as “sever- 


al interesting leads.” one of 
them, a substance named as 
Didemnin B, isolated Bom a 
Caribbean invertebrate called 
a seas squirt, has already en- 
tered clinical trials. 


In separate research prog- 
rammes, scientists found that 
cancer of the lungs, kidney 
and testis respond to Etopo- 
side, a drug produced by 
Mayapples , long used by 
American Indians for the 
treatment of warts. Resear- 
chers looking for an AIDS 
vaccine say they are interested 
by compounds found in an 
Amazonian oak tre and a vari- 
ety of Australian chestnut. A 
complex sugar found in the 
Japanese white pine has 
shown some success in killing 
the AIDS virus in laboratory 
conditions. It too has entered 
clinical trials. 


ists involved in the $5 million 
National Cancer Institute 
Programme — has warned 
that time is running out for 
research into plant medicine. 
“The rates of extinction are 
escalating so quickly that if 
one were to find a plant that 
displayed interesting bioactiv- 
ity, it's quite possible to go 
back and find its habitat des- 
troyed,” he said. 

The threat is particularly 
serious for the developing 
world which relies heavily on 
natural medicine, experts say. 
“If you take away the forests. 


plants Bom seed to swell their 
numbers. In Malaysia and In- 
donesia, WWF-funded botan- 
ists are helping with the can- 
cer institute's plant identifica- 
tion programme, while in Sri 
Lanka conservationists have 
asked Buddhist monks to help 
identify areas which harbour 
concentrations of medicinal 
herbs so they can be pro- 
tected. Studies on the use of 
medicinal plants by local 
tribes are also bring carried 
out in Africa, the Amazon 
Basin and in Thailand. In 
India, where the ancient ayur- 


whicb appears to be able to 
fight the killer disease cere- 
bral malaria. 

“We haven't been able to 
explore all the plants here yet, 
but we know there are many 
which are of benefit to local 
people right now, and many 
more which could probably be 
of enormous importance to 
the rest of the world , " Wach- 
tel said. 

Another plant found a in 
WWF project in Ethiopia has 
given hope to some of the 
hundreds of thousands of vic- 
tims of Bilharzia , a debilitat- 
ing disease transmitted by wa- 
ter snails and endemic in 76 


Pollution, building dovolopin&nt countries of Asia, Africa and 
the clearing of the tropical Am erica, scientists 


rsinf orests have already wiped 


an estimated IS per cent of 


known 


“At the moment it's im- 
possible to say how important 
this discovery will be, but it 
could possibly lead to a better 
understanding of the AIDS 
virus, and ultimately a cure” 
Wachtel said. “The problem 
is there is a risk many varieties 
will disappear before we can 
get to them. Japan’s white 
pine forests, for example, are 
bring threatened by popula- 
tion pressure and by over- 
collection for bonsai 


On the same note. Dr. 
Michael Blick of the New 
York Botanical Garden — 
one of three top U.S. botan- 


you take away the health care 
system foy 80 per cent of the 
developing world,” Wachtel 
noted. It could also deprive 
the world's poorest nations of 
a potential source of income . 
WWF experts estimate that 
developing countries could 
earn large sums by proper 
exploitation of local Bora and 
by marketing the skills of tra- 
ditional healers. 

The WWF has mounted 
conservation projects worl- 
dwide, fencing off plots, artifi- 
cially propagating threatened 
species , and growing more 


vedic “science of life” de- 
pends heavily on the use of 
herbal medicine, the WWF 
established a network of na- 
ture clubs to promote aware- 
ness of conservation among 
the young. 

Wachtel himself took in a 
WWF project in China , in the 
small region of Xisbuangban- 
na, near the border with Bur- 
ma and Laos. Although repre- 
senting just 0.2 per cent of 
China's territory, the area has 
13 per cent of the world's 
plant species, among them an 
herb called Artemisinin, 


Mil plant contains a natural snad- 
killing chemical which deans 
water without producing the 
— harmful effects of industrial 
pesticides. 

On the Indonesian island of 
Siberut, off the west coast of 
Sumatra, Dutch botanist Dr. 
Wanda Ave has spent two 
years accompanying medicine 
men through the forest to 
collect and prepare herbal re- 
medies, and in the villages to 
administer them to the side. 
As part of her research she 
has collected 1,000 samples of 
local plant species which are. 
being screened for medicinal 
properties. 

“Siberut has been isolated 
Bom the mainland by a deep 



American 




create cancer 
risks — study 


By Paul Recer 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — A com- 
parative study of more than 
3,000 Chinese and Chinese- 
Americans has given new sup- 
port to the importance of ex- 
ercise and diet in avoiding 
cancer, a U.S. researcher 
says. 

The study found that 
Chinese immigrants who 
adopt the typical American 
diet and lifestyle are four to 
seven times more Hkriy to 
develop colorectal cancer 
than those people who remain 
in Ch l ps. 

A lack of exercise and lots 
of rich American foods con- 
taining saturated fats make 
the difference, Alice S. Wbitt- 
emore of Stanford University 
has said. 

■ “If you want to avoid the 
disease, I would by all means 
stay active,” she said. “Even 
more importantly, take it easy 
on rich high fat dairy products 
and very fatty red meat. Eat- 
ing fish and chicken is certain- 
ty prudent” 

The study, published re- 
cently in the Journal of the 
National Cancer Institute , is 
based on interviews with 
Chinese in the People's Re- 
public of China nnd with 
Chinese-Americans who im- 
migrated to the United States 
or whose parents immigrated. 

About 90 per cent of the 
Chinese-Americans inter- 
viewed came to the United 
States as young adults. 

Of those chosen for inter- 
views, 473 Americans and 432 
Chinese bad either colon or' 
rectal cancer. The researchers 
also in ter vie wed 1 ;1 92 
Chinese-Americans and 1£95 
people in China who were 
free of disease but who lived 
near those with the cancers. 

The interviews probed diet, 
exercise and other habits of all 
the subjects. 

For the Cbinese-Amer- 
icans , Ms. Wbittemore said, 
the interviewers explored ev- _ 
eiy aspect of Westernisation, 
including such things as use of 
herbal medicines, languages 
spoken at home and even 
which newspapers were read. 
All those factors were corre- 
lated with the incidence of 
colon and rectal cancer. 

'The strongest risk factor 
we found was saturated fat in 
the diet and the American 


sedentary lifestyle Ms.\. 
Wbittemore said. 

Cbinese-American men,-, 
who had four to seven times * 
more colon or rectal cancer^ 
than men of the same age in” 
the People's Republic ofChfi ? 
na. got less exercise and were - 
more likely to eat high quanti -£ 
ties of food rich in animal oir4 
dairy fat. ; - 

The colorectal cancer rates 
am on g the Chinese- American 
men are about the same as 
among white American men , 
Ms. Wbittemore said. 

The cancer rate among 
Cbinese-American . women,., 
however, was lower than 
among the Cbinese-American 
men, but higher than among 
the Chinese women. 

“We were puzzled by this at. 
first, but what we found out is. 
that the Chinese-American. 
men have been here 10 years 
longer (than the women) on 
the average, ” Ms. Whitte- - 
more said. . . 


"They migrated earlier and 
didn't bring their wives over 
until they had money to sup- 
port them. The. women ha-, 
ven't been here long enough. - 

That rinding, she said±- 
showed that the duration of 
exposure to the American diet 
and lifestyle are important in 
the risk of colorectal can cer— 
the longer the Chinese lived in, 
the United States, the greater 
their, risk of the disease! 

Ms. Whittemore said there 
were other impressive ctiffem- 
ccs Besides ' saturated fa i in 
diets of the two countries. The. 
Chinese tend to eat more 
calories every day, “ but they 
bum up far more calories, j? 

. Exercise . comes- Bom doing: 
more waiting, stair-climbing 
and bicycling than Chinese in 
the United States. 


“The calories(the Chinese) 
consume are mostly carbohy- 
drates, mostly Bom rice, ” she 
sauL “ The average guy over 
them does not eat tike we do 
in a Chinese, restaurant here.-. 
They have a bard time getting-, 
meat, so their diet is largely* 
carbohydrates!” ' '-l 

Ms. Wbittemore said the* 
Chinese also eat more vegei?z 
ables than Americans anifc 
that x to some degree , seettied): 
to help block the formation ot 
the cancers. ■ 

“Vegetables, appeared to be 
protective,” she said. “The: 
more vegetable you eat,- tire 
lower your risks.” 
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LONDON j — “Human Develop- 
ment is mcomple^ w^ 
dom ,and democracy ,^ saysthe 
Human Development Report 
(t990)dtbe United Nations De- 
velopmcm J*rograraimr(UNDP). 
The report strongly suggests th at 
people within democracies have 
Mans choices available to .them, . 
leading >to higher income »n*i 
literacy levels. But theabsence of 
a method to quantify human free- 
dom makes it difficult to measure 
the impact of human freedom on. 
human' development.- - 
Tfce report, lists several de- 
veloping coontries which have 
achieved aV high level of human 
dtardopmeqt “within- 'crnreason- 
ably democratic political and so- 
cial fratpewoii;” The valuation 
put on similar human ~ develop- 
ment achievements in different 
countries, the report says, “will 
bfc * site different depending on 
whether they: were acco mp lished 


in a democratic or an authorita- 
rian framework.” 

The report includes a Human 
Development Index (HD I) based 
on the three essential elements of 
human' life -■ longevity, know- 
ledge and decent living standards 
r measured by life expectancy, 
adult literacy and real per capita 
income -adjusted for purchasing 
power. ’According to the report, 
“countries ranking high in their 
HDI also have a more democratic 
frame work - and vice versa - with 
some notable exceptions.” 

. The team of independent ex- 
perts which prepared the report, 
led by Mahbub ul Haq, Special 
. Adviser to UNDP Administrator 
William H. Draper III, and for- 
mer minister for planning and 
finance of Pakistan, defines hu- 
man development as “the process 
of e n larg ing people’s choices."' 
The report clearly state that “a 
person's access to income may be 


one of the choices, but it is not 
the sum total of human en- 
deavour.” Other choices include 
personal self-respect, political 
freedom and guaranteed human 
rights. 

But it laments the lack of a 
“quantitative measure” which 
would “capture the many aspects 
of human freedom.” Free elec- 
tions, multi-party political sys- 
tems, uncensored press, adher- 
ence to the rule of law and 
guarantees of free speech are 
among the elements of a demo- 
cratic framework subject to qual- 
itative judgment. But there is no 
means yet of quantifying them 
and working them into the HDI. 

In some ways, however, the 
HDI does reflect some aspects of 
human freedom. “If the suppres- 
sion of people s upp resses their 
creativity and productivity, that 
would show up in income esti- 
mates or literacy levels," the re- 


port says. It also points out that 
the concept of human develop- 
ment focuses on people’s capabi- 
lities and their strength to man- 
age their affairs “which, after all, 
is the essence of freedom.” 

Two countries in Middle 
East and North Africa - Turkey 
and Tunisia - ore featured among 
the 15 countries which achieved 
high levels of human develop- 
ment with reasonable conditions 
for human freedom. 

Authors of the human develop- 
ment report have promised to 
explore further “the link between 
human freedom and human de- 
velopment.” They have also 
stressed the need for research on 
methods to quantify various in- 
* dicators for freedom and demo- 
cracy. “Any index of human de- 
velopment should give adequate 
weight to a society’s freedom in 
pursuit of material and social 
goals," the report says-UNDP. 


GNP PER CAPITA AND THE HDI 
(SELECTED COUNTRIES) 
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1 j. By Nnr .SaJti 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN For a long time 

Jordanian’ farmers had to rely 

on imptated 'seed in order to 
plant tbear cnops. Now with the 
Joidan-Getman- seed project 
underway tiwx:_1982, pnough 
gram .is being produced to 
ratisfy 25 per cent of the local 
fumes. ■' 

Under the -umbrella of the 
GTZ, a seed project was set up 
in ctg^x^atioih with the Jor- 

dan Cooperative Organisation 
(JCO) in. order to fulfil! the 
fumca't- needs. the 

purestsecdbcdi physically and 
genetically. At the- sane time 
resieardi andtesting are carried 
out to.fihd new varieties of 
crop pfants and improv e those 
alreacfy.erismg. : r 

“This i purpose erf this 
project;" te^tdtmrafely get a 
physicaJfy«iti genetically pure 
seed,"^ays;. -Robert Howell, 
team , the seed pro- 

ject Seedssuchas wheat, bar- 
tey, lentifcj ciicipeas and vetch 
are hredwttaeephases every 
threeycars.- ? .-.v - 
V’Tha&fe entails&lt^pro- 


the crops until the best type of 
seed is produced. The first step 
is to take 1,000 individual 
plants of standard form from 
the fields. On the following 
season, those 1,000 seeds will 
be planted in one row. ‘This is 
an effective way because the 
plant that grows abnormally 
can be easily detected," 
Howell says. 

The next cyde involves a 
repetition of the same process, 
taking the plant that is most 
standard looking and planting 
it as another group. By this 
time, it will already be purer 
than the previous group. The 
next group will thus be much 
purer. The remaining seeds 
will be harvested as bulk and 
thrashed, providing about 40 
to 50 kilogrammes of seed. 

Once all the plants are 
ready, the bulk of the seeds are 
transferred to JCO where con- 
tracts are placed with farmers 
to further multiply the seed; 
JCO has already signed 298 
contracts since 1988/1990 in 
contrast to 95 contracts in 1986 
and the beginning of 1987. 
When the seed is harvested, an 
inspector will test it for purity 
and then certify it. 




ranks higher than the quantify of seeds currently 

Ffir example, 1,000 rows of wheat wffl give around 80 
v ' ipes-of seed, whereas farmers are demanding between two 
to3,0©0 tonnes of grata. 


According to Siegmar 
Shmdsscr, expert of the seed 
project, “certifying the seed 
and testing for purity is the 
most important dement of our 
pro ject.” A survey conducted 
by GTZ revealed that only 50 
per cent of the seeds in the 
local market were pure, while 
fanners are paying the same 
price for all types of seed. 

Purifying the seed involves a 
machine known as “processing 
plant’. “Which is why we can 
guarantee 99.9 per cent pur- 
ity,” says Shmeisser. The pro- 
cessing plant separates all un- 
wanted imp uri ties from the 
seed at one tonne per hour. 
The final outcome of this pro- 
cess is pure seed known as 
basic seed. 

Although the entire project 
looks something like a routine, 
Howell affirms that it is not an 
easy task. “First there is the 
straw to consider. We not only 
look at the seed to determine 
Jbe seed's normalcy” for, un- 
like Europe, the straw in Jor- 
dan, is almost equal to the 
value of grain because of the 
sheep that go for certain kinds 
of plant stems. Another com- 
plication comes when different 
seeds are mixed together. 
“The whole process is rained if 
wheat is not separated from 
barley.” 

But, one of the main prob- 
lems JCO aims to overcome is . 
to produce enough seeds to be 
able to store them away in case 
of emergency. According to 
Howell, farmers’ demand, 
ranks higher than the quantity 
of seeds currently produced. 
For example, 1,000 rows of 
wheat will give around 80 
kilogrammes of seed, whereas 
farmers are demanding be- 
tween two and half to 3,000 
tonnes of grain. 

The planted areas in the 
regions of Irbid, Madaba, 
Karak, Taffleb, the Jordan 
Valley, Mafraq and HaOabat 
were in the range of some 
28,457 dunums in 1989 and 
1990. while in 1986 the figure 
was only 12,368. The increase 
in cereal planted areas -seems to 
have put a strain on JCO, 
which is ainiing to mnintyiyi the 
supply of grain, and at the 
same time hoping to build a 
reserve to be able to supply the 


farmers during drought sea- 
sons. Before, farmers used to 
look towards Syria or other 
neighbouring countries to ac- 
quire seed, but now, this is far 
too expensive for the farmers 
and JCO has no surplus for 
them at the moment,” accord- 
ing to HowelL 

“With the increasing de- 
mand from the farmers, we 
have a tough goal to achieve 
but establishing a reserve is 
something that has to be 
done,” says Howell. 

Aside from its several obsta- 
cles, JCO appears to be head- 
ing in the right direction, says 
Shmeisser. Next year, GTZ 
will deliver the project to JCO, 
the Jordanian counterpart, 
who will take over seed pro- 
duction entirely. According to 
Howell, “the Jordanian side 
has learned a lot through our 
training since the project be- 
gan and we feel they are qual- 
ified enough to be able to 
handle the project.” 

A training school was set up 
in 1988 for the purpose of 
giving courses to JCO em- 
ployees and other university 
students. “We had some diffi- 
culties, before the training 
school was established, when 
we sent JCO staff abroad,” 
Howell says. Many employees 
faced language problems. Con- 
sequently, JCO faced lack of 
quality staff. But now, with the 
centre newly inaugurated, the 
students are able to attend 
Arabic courses such as seed 
testing, crop inspection, and 
crop sampling. Since its birth 
“there has been an evident 
impact on the staff at JCO. 
They have become more aware 
of the technical aspect of seed 
pnxhiction,” Howell said. 

Another side of the training 
centre also offers courses to 
staff members at the Univera- 
fy of Jordan in order to provide 
univeraty students with a di- 
ploma, masters or PhJD certifi- 
cate. Since this year, seventeen 
project personnel in crop in- 
spection courses have gradu- 
ated: Fourteen in seed sam- 
pling courses and eight in the 
seed testing. According to 
Howell, by foe 15th of October 
“we hope to become the re- 
gional centre for seed technol- 
ogy.” 
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Abu Kurah Trading & Decorating Est. 

Proudly Presents 

EthanAlleri 

SO Yeans Of Experience In Furniture Industry 


Today in Amman 


CLASSICAL HOME FURNITURE 

Jabal Amman Rainbow St. Tel. 624115 





TE£;PROFESSK)HALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
1 -THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR TR EIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-tQ 
rOOOR SERVICES AMD 
TJEUySUES .CUSTOMS 
t _ ( gLEARANCE , TICKET^- 
A NPt RESERVATIONS. 



AMIN KAWAR* SONS 

TEL' 8O4076 60*696 




CROWN 
TNTL EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storag'mg, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 




“ Hie firsts test 
Chinese Restaurant 
'5 in Jordan . \ 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman, near 
; Ahfiyyah GirfsSchod 


Open daily 12^)0-3:30 pjn- 
• v • 7-00 p.im-Midmgbt 


T*L$3tm 



The First Class Hotel In , 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room«! 


IIAIMITEL 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P-O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROT1. JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO photo 
thm 30% larger 

• Free mniarf 
mmmt 20 at 30 cm 

Shmcisani - Opp. Grindfays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swcfiefa tel: 823891 . . . 


EASTERN 


DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES. 

I NTE RNATIONAL FORWARDING. 
AIR & SEA FREIGHT. 


TEL :621 775 FAX : 656 270 

TLX:23 0 23 POB:S15408 

AMMAN-JORDAN 


Saudi Real Estate 


#1 


DO 


£00 


Real Estate 

Agency 

In Town 

Rental Dept 
Call Soha 687821/22 




© Here 
* Now 


The Minaret 

REAL ESTATE 


YOUR FIRST CHOICE IN 
SEARCHING FOR A 
PROPERTY 


Just CaB Us. 


Sales Dept. 8 33 479 
Rental Dept_833478 
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OMANI FISH RESTAURANT 
AMMAN 



FISH SPECIALTIES 
HORSO'OEUVRES 
& ORIENTAL MEZZE 
CHICKEN PAELLA VALENOANA 
FRESH MEAT BAJLB.Q 




MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

. The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Raming pot is available 

TakS M t ny ji nflaht m 

Open daily 12i00 -15-30 
18:00-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road- near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

Tel: 661922 / 


^ CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket * 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Teh 818214 

Come and tasteour 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 
p.m. 

< 630 -Midnight > 


Rozeria 
f Restaurant 1 

3 Looks, Feels & 
Tastes good 

!TEL. 610719 

'FAX, 630572 


JABAL AMMAN, and CUtCLK 
| BEHIND TURKISH EMBASSY *^ 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

MMmmMm 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Da8y 12-30-3^(0 pm 

7.30-71.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 
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LOBBY LOUNGE 
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Iran races to feed 
exploding population 


■■•TEHRAN (AP) — The gov- 
2 eminent, alarmed by a popula- 
,M tion explosion that threatens to 
outstrip resources, is driving to 
: : boost food production and 
: %ttrb the runaway birth rate. 
:"£ut it faces an uphill struggle. 
--"“Thirty years ago Iran was a 

■ ‘?ft»od exporter. Now it has to 

spend S2 to $4 billion a year on 
-■-Tbod imports. That's one-third 
; "-bf its total import bill. 

>: Food subsidies cost another 
'■ Si. 75 billion a year, straining 

■ • ah economy that is in poor 

shape after a decade of mis- 
■■"management and the 1980-88 
-•■’War with Iraq. 

: Officials say more than 10 

■ million tons of staples will have 
to be imported every year. 

President Ali Hashemi Raf- 

■ sanjani's government has allo- 
sated $64 billion for agricultu- 

•.::ral development in its five-year 
--plan — one-third invested by 
the government and the rest by 
:-3he private sector. 

However, the government's 

■ main priority for revitalising 
:^the economy is to strengthen 
^■industry. 

—-“The outlook for agriculture 
:=ssill be closely tied to the gov- 
.■-•ernment's success in raising oil 
revenues and reforming econo- 
cnnic policy in the new five-year 
:-plan,” Keith Mdachan of Lon- 
■;-don University's School of 

- Oriental and African Studies 
nrarote in the Middle East Eco- 

■ anomic Digest. 

• “Unless' there are dear signs 
that the state is willing to invest 

- -substantial funds in agricul- 
ture... and private enterprise 
has confidence in the sector's 

: medium-term stability, neither 
: sustained prosperity nor a 
sorely needed rise in food self- 
sufficiency look at all likely in 
the immediate future." 

Iran's population, about 5S 
million, is swelling at the 
alarming rate of 3.9 per cent a 
“ year, one of the highest in the 
world. By comparison, India's 
population is growing 2.2 per 
cent, and China's is increasing 
-at only 1.4 per cent. 

‘ "If Iran’s current birth rate 
continues unchecked, the 
.population will reach 140 mil- 
lion in 20 years. 

Iranian officials contend that * 

- attempts to curb the birth rate 
so far have been half-hearted. 


Iraq, 
India to 
enhance 
relations 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Indian 
External Affairs Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral said Wednesday 
his country and Iraq agreed to 
enhance their economic ties 
j&Uowing an agreement to res- 
chedule Iraq's debts to India. 

: J. Gujral also told reporters at 
Saddam International Airport 
f&fqre leaving for Bonn that he 
very pleased at the results 
.of the talks he held with Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein and 
"Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz. 
.He' gave no details. 

-;r Indian officials said Sad- 
and Gujral discussed de- 
sdbpments in the Arab World 
janif .the Indian subcontinent, a 
reference to the Arab-Israeli 
^conflict and problems between 
■India and its Muslim neighbour 
Pakistan over Kashmir. 

Hussein told the Indian 
minister that problems in both 
■ regions should be solved 
through peaceful dialogue, the 
Official Iraqi News Agency 
£INA) reported. 

Foreign diplomats said a ma- 
jor issue in the talks was the 
-tension over Kashmir, with 
raGiijral apparently seeking sup-, 
-port for India's, position on 
^he Kashmir problem. 

■I Another major topic in Gu- 
•JraTs talks in Baghdad was 
35£a's hope to win the con- 
“Tract to build a $6 billion nil- 
road from Baghdad to the city 
of Basra and other southern 
pFOts- 

— Diplomats said ■ Iraq is in 
favour of granting the huge 
"project to a consortium of in- 
ternational companies that 
could include Indian com- 
panies. 

India is a major trade part- 
ner of Iraq, with exchanges of 
$5 billion over the past decade. 

Iraq agreed last March to 
reschedule its $500 million 
debt incurred during the eight- 
year Gulf war with Iran. 

It has already paid new De-. 
Ifci $85 million under the agree- 
ment. India has also extended 
$50 milli on in credit lines to 
finance Iraq’s purchase of Indi- 
an goods in 1990. 


partly because many Shi’ite 
Muslim clergymen maintain 
that birth control is proscribed 
by Islam. 

The mullahs argue that a 
large population will help Iran 
become the leader of the Isla- 
mic world and ensure its power 
and prosperity. 

The Iran Statistics Centre 
reported in March that there 
are 56 million hectares of ar- 
able land, but only 17 million 
hectares are currently being 
cultivated. 

The late Shah Mohammad 
Reza Pahlavi launched agri- 
cultural reforms before he was 
toppled in the 1979 Islamic 
revolution. But agricultural 
production was falling behind 
population growth long before 
the monarch’s ouster. 

That trend has accelerated 
since 1979, despite erratic 
attempts to boost food produc- 
tion. 

“Under the Shah, agricultu- 
ral production bid increase, 
but so did the population. But 
since the revolution there has 
been a definite downward 
trend in agriculture," said a 
United Nations official, who 
spoke on condition of anonym- 
ity. 

“The question is not 
whether agriculture can be 
boosted, but if it can race to 
keep up with the population," 
he observed. 

The statistics centre noted 
that wheat, barley and rice 
production have increased con- 
siderably since 1982, but still 
lag behind population growth. 

But agricultural production 
last year was severely hit by 
drought. Output fell by an 
estimated 15-20 per cent over 
1988 and this year's production 
is also likely to be affected. 

Huge migration 

A lot of farmland fell into 
disuse during the war, when 
funds were channelled to the 
military. An estimated 750,000 
people a year move from the 
countryside to the cities. 

Ali, a 36-year-old construc- 
tion worker to Tehran, said his 
family has fanned for genera- 
tions in northern Gflan pro- 
vince. But he and his three 
brothers were forced to leave 
their land because they could 


no longer make a living there. 

“Shortages fenced us to buy 
seeds, fertilisers and pesticides 
at exorbitant prices," be said 
as be shared a lunch of bread 
and cheese with two other 
workers on a Tehran construc- 
tion site. 

“But when we demanded 
higher prices for our products 
we were forced to sell at offi- 
cially designated rates — at a 
loss," he complained. “After 
living with dignity under my 
father’s roof. I don't like this 
life." 

Former Tehran Mayor Mor- 
teza Tabatabaie noted recently 
that the mass migration to the 
cities "has caused irreparable 
damage to the agricultural sec- 
tor.” 

Until the mid-1960s, more 
than one-third of Iranians 
worked on farms and the coun- 
try was able to feed itself. 

Today, only one-eighth of 
the population work in agricul- 
ture — and the government is 
hard pressed to keep them 
there. 

The population of Tehran, 
the capital, has mushroomed 
from three million a decade 
ago to around 10 million. 
Other cities such as Isfahan, 
Shiraz, Tabriz and Mashaad 
are bursting at the seams as 
well. 

To lure fanners back to their 
villages, a massive land reform 
programme, snarled in the 
bureaucratic morass for years, 
is being pushed through parlia- 
ment. 

The programme aims to 
force land-owning government 
organisations to break up their 
holdings. 

Redistribution of land has 
been a political football since 
the revolution, with radicals 
campaigning for breaking up 
the vast estates once owned by 
the Shah’s acolytes and con- 
servatives insisting they should 
be left alone. 

Officials agree that the birth 
rate should have been checked 
years ago and believe it will be 
years before it can. 

Just three years ago, the 
government was offering in- 
centives to families to produce 
children for the “jihad,” or 
holy war, against Iraq, which 
has a population one-third 
Iran's. 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on die London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7230.40 

1.1710/20 

1.6775/80 

1.8875/85 

1.4150/60 

34.42/47 

5.6375/6425 

1230/1231 

153.95/154.05 

6.0670/0720 

6.4490/4540 

6.3745/95 

347.00/40 


U.S. dollar 
fTaimdfcp dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 



TOKYO — Tire Nikkei index gained 47.38 to 32,087.76. Traders, 
say the market is consolidating in thin trade with no significant 
factor moving prices up or down. 

SYDNEY — The AD Ordinaries Index gained 6.5 points to edge 
back over the 1 500 mark and dose at 1,502.8 trade was dull. 
Dealers attributed die rise mainly to a shortage of stock. 

HONG KONG — Overseas investors concentrated on blue chips 
but locals focussed on second-liners. “Sentiment is improving but 
is still cautious,” a broker reported. “People are still not 
convinced they can make money on bine drips.” The Hang Seng 
index gained 5.37 points to 3,234.39. 

SINGAPORE — Buying by small investors in quiet trade boosted 
the Straits Times Industrials 0.89 of a point to 1,534.85. 

BOMBAY — - Share prices rose selectively ahead of the end of 
account later this week as cautious market players referred to 
keep commitments low. The Bombay Stock Exchange Index shed 
0.45 to 79031. 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended mostly firmer con tinui ng Tues- 
day’s upward surge which shook the German market out of hs 
recent lethargy. The Dax Index rose 12.81 to 1349.55. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed mixed to slightly firmer, drawing some 
support from a firmer bond market. The SPI index rose two to 
dose at 1,178. 

PARIS — Share prices dosed marginally higher in a market 
sobered by slightly disappointing French trade figures. The 
CAC-40 ended up 332 at 2003.66. 

LONDON — Shares firmed in late afternoon but concern over, 
sterling's strength on expo rt sto cks took prices below monring 
highs. At 1454 GMT, the FTSE 100 was up 13 at 2371-2. 
NEW YORK — Stocks turned lower after a Fed survey said the 
ec o no m y was growing slowly with tittle change in underlying 
inflation. The Dow fell sx to 2,887. 




Francois Mitterrand 

France 
to cut 
Interest 
on loans 
to Africa 


LA BAULE, France (R) — 
France is cutting to five per cent 
the interest it charges on loans to 
the middle-income states of black 
Africa, President Francos Mit- 
terrand announced Wednesday. 

“France unilaterally is limiting 
to five per cent the interest rates 
on all public loans to the in- 
termediate countries of sub- 
Saharan Africa,” Mitterrand told 
African leaders at a Franco- 
African summit. 

It was not immethalely dear 
what kind of loans the French 
leader was referring to or what 
interest rates currently apply. 

Middle-income states in Africa 
include Ivory Coast mid Gabon, 
two countries hit by popular un- 
rest because of austerity mea- 
sures taken to compensate for 
low prices for commodity exports 
such as oil, cocoa and coffee. 

AB African states are being 
squeezed by the relatively low 
returns they get for raw material 
exports and the high cost of credit 
on commercial markets. 

The su b sequ ent distress cwd 
to Africa, the poorest conti n ent 
m the worid, was expected to 
doomate the summit talks, which 
group fanner French colonies in 
Africa as well as some English- 
speaking countries attending as 
guests. 

Mitterrand also announced 
that France would replace loans 
to the poorest states with outright 
aid. 

The middle-income states of 
Ivory Coast, Gabon, Cameroun 
and Congo will be among the 
leading beneficiaries of the refac- 
tion in interest rates, regional 
experts said. 

French Cooperation Ministry 
officials said tile combined fore- 
ign debt of those four states was 
110 billion French francs (S19.6 
trillion) of which 58 billion francs 
(S10.3 billion) was owed to 
France. 

Only the government-to- 
govemment portion of their total 
debts to France — which the* 
officials said totalled some 40 
billion francs ($7.1 billion) — is 
covered by Mitterrand's move. 

France under Mitterrand’s 
presidency has been a leading 
light in the international com- 
munity to ease the debt problems 
of developing countries. 

In his opening speech at the 
summit in this Atlantic resort, 
Mitterrand said France was effec- 
tively reducing interest rates by 
half. 

Presidential advisers said that 
the average interest last year on 
French official credits to the 
middle-income countries was 10 
per cent. 

Mitterrand said be would press 
the rest of the Group of seven 
(G-7) most industrialised nations 
— the United States. Japan, West 
.Germany, Britain, Italy and 
Canada — to emulate his initia- 
tives at their July 9-11 summit in 
Houston, Texas. 

“I intend to ask ray six partners 
at Houston to go further, to 
follow the 1 decisions that France 
has just taken and also to extend 
the repayment timetable for the 
most indebted countries.” 

' France announced in May 1989 
that it was writing off a big chunk 
of its official credits to 35 of 
Africa's poorest states in a move 
which it was said at the time 
would cost some 16 billion francs 
(S2.9 billion at today’s gvehangp 
rate). 

On Wednesday, Mitterrand 
'said in future only outright aid 
should be given to tins group, 
known as the least developed 
countries (LDCs). 


Aid ban on Romania 
to last a few months 


LONDON (R) — Western coun- 
tries will withhold economic aid 
from Romania for several months 
until President Ion ffiescu’s gov- 
ernment provides evidence of its 
commitment to democracy, offi- 
cial British sources said Wednes- 
day. 

Romania had “dropped off the 
caravan” of East European coun- 
tries evolving towards Western- 
style democracy as a result of 
Hiescu's brutal suppression of 
anti-government protests last 
week, one source said. 

European Community (EC) ■ 
foreign ministers Monday post- 
poned the signing of a trade and 
cooperation agreement with 
Bucharest and decided not to 
invite Romanian officials to a 
meeting next month of 24 West- 
ern countries coordinating aid for 
Eastern Europe. 

Although they did not say how 
long Romania would remain in 
quarantine, the sources expected 
it to last several months. . 

They said no conditions had 
been set for restoring the promise 
of aid. but that Western countries . 
would want to see dear signs that 
the National Salvation Front gov- 
ernment was committed to 
genuine democratic reform. 

The decision is a serious blow 
to Iliescu's government which 
urgently needs economic aid to. 
repair the ravages caused by the 
overthrown dictatorship of 
NIcoiae Ceausescu. 

Western countries decided to 
take a tough approach despite 
appeals from Romanian Prime 


Minister Petre Roman. 

Bucharest Radio said he had 
written to leading Western gov- 
ernments and organisations, in- 
cluding the EC, to assure them 
that “the new parliament and 
government wili.continue and will 
consolidate the process of Roma- 
nia's democratisation with a view 
to ensuring the fall observation of 
human rights." 

Violence erupted in Bucharest 
last week after the dispeisal by 
police of anti-government protes- 
tors from a central square pro- 
voked rioting. 

Diescu summoned coal miners 
to the capital to support him, and 
at least six people died after they 
beat up people in the streets and 
ransacked the offices of opposi- 
tion parties. 

The United States, angered by 
the violence, ordered its ambas- 
sador in Bucharest, Alan Green, 
to boycott Hiescu’s inauguration 
as president Wednesday after bis 
landslide election victoiy last 
month. 

Britain instructed its ambassa- 
dor, Michael Atkinson, to attend, 
because it regards the elections in 
Romania as having been fair, 
although flawed. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
said: “We realise that sometimes 
the path towards true democracy 
is a stony one. 

“We can only hope that when 
we speak out against the abuses 
we see, the Romanian govern-, 
-ment will sit up and take notice; 
and make sure tint these things do 
not happen again.” 


Firings break Brazil’s 
stabilisation programme 


BRASILIA (AP) — Negotiations 
to stabilise Brazil’s economy 
broke down Tuesday after the 
government refused to cancel the 
firing of some 90,000 public em- 
ployees as demanded by Labour 
ration representatives . 

“There was maturity and desire 
on the part of businessmen, 
workers and the gov ernm ent to 
arrive at an agreement, bat that 
expectation was broken,” said 
Economy Minister Zdia Cardoso 
da MeUo in a televised interview 
Tuesday. 

The mimgter blamed the break- 
down of Monday’s 10-hour meet- 
ing on the leftist Workers Central 
Union, die country’s largest 
labour federation representing 
around 12 million workers. 

“We could have initiated a 
period of stability but were im- 
peded by the intransigence of die 
federation,” she said. 

“There can be no negotiations 
with a knife in the back,” re- 
sponded federation President Jair 
Menegudli. “Without a review of 
the firings we won't negotiate.” 

The main stumbling block to an- 
agreement is the massive firings of 
public workers the government is 
carrying out to reduce its $31 
billion budget deficit. 

Cardoso de MeUo said the gov- 
ernment had proposed a “truce” 
of 30 days during which prices 
would be frozen, job layoffs in 
the private and public sector sus- 
pended and workers would prom- 
ise to call no strikes for pay 
increases. 

“Businessmen and the govern- 


ment had agreed to suspend fir- 
ings. We were on the path to 
stabilisation,” the minis ter said. 

She said no agreement was 
reached because ration repre- 
sentatives demanded the govern- 
ment caned the layoffs of 90,000 
federal employees that were 
announced {faring the pest three 
days. 

That figure was far below the 
target of 360^000 layoffs the gov- 
ernment promised six weeks ago. ’ 
Cardoso de Mdlo admited the 
go v er n ment expected inflation 
for June would be “ a little bit less, 
than 10 per cent.” 

When President Fernando Col- 
lor de Mdlo took office, in mid- 
March, the cost of living was 
increasing at a rate of 80 per cent 
per month. After falling to 3.3 
per cent in April, inflation in- 
creased 7.5 per cent last month 
and appears headed upwards. 

The negotiations to stabilise 
the economy were deemed cru- 
cial by the government, winch 
wants to introduce a system of 
free wage negotiations between 
business and labour. 

The alternative is a return to 
the old system where salaries 
were “indexed” to keep pace 
with inflation, which the govern- 
ment says will cause die cost of 
living to return to pre-March 
levels. 

03 workers strike 
A strike by Brazilian oil work- 
ers has led to a 30 per cent drop in 
production and union leaders said 
output would plunge further 
throughout the week. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JUNE 21, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

iENERAL TENDENCIES: The 1 twecn y° u ^ otber members of 

»gest day of the year should go your household. 

ell for you if don't get involved in SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
longest day of the year should go 
well for you if don't get involved in 
making vital decisions for younelf 
or others since most everyone's 
judgement, including yours, isn't 
apt to be lucid. 

AJCES: (March 21 to April 19) Get 
out in the world and do what will 
make any conditions there easier 
for you to contend with any have 

fV**** 5 ' m tbe evening avoid a 
bigwig. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Many new and interesting ideas for 
getting ahead more swiftly come to 
you one way or another today so 
utilise them to your advantage. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Take time out to look over your 
various promises made and given 
to you and make plans they can be 
conveniently carried out. tonight 
enjoy a bobby. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can sh down with a 
partner and mutually decide a very 
sensible course of actionjn a joint 
venture but tonight study papers 
alone.. , M 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Think 
about how to be more productive 
on your various projects and 
arrange some appointments for 
this to occur during the day; 
tonight take care of your health. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Look for more contact with 
those who are helpful to' you dur- 
j&g-the day and do Kmethiag to show 
your appreciation for their associa- 
tion. 

LIBRA: (S e p t embe r 23 to October 
22) 111610 are some very practical 
things you can do at your home 
that will bring more accord be- 


ber 21) An interesting day for you 
to get into discussions with those 
who have some knowledge that 
could be of value to you so learn as 
much as you can. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Scan your newspap- 
er and other pcriodkads'for cugge- 
■ sions for adding to your income 
and revenue and devise a plan to 
put in effect today. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Think about what you 
can do to gam your subjective aims 
with less effort by using your un- 
usual abilities at clever organisa- 
tional work. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A day to get into the 
intimate activities that are impor- 
tant to you and to discuss with 
experts bow best to get thou: that 
seem difficult to obtain. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Both understanding men and 
influential women will be aid to 
your progress if you let them know 
just what your personal wishes are 
at this time. 

Today's ddd: If your child were 
born today he or she win always 
have the security of knowing that 
those about than love and truly 
care for them. They will be one erf 
those highly ingenious youngsters 
who has all sorts of dever and 
practical angles by which to aid. 
others and upon maturity to show 
the way for making more in co me 
and revenue... . „ 

“The stars impel, they do no*. 
contpd.” Whar you make otyour 
life is largely up to you. 


THE Daily Crossword by Frank R 


. Jackson 


ACROSS 
1 FL city 
6 Immunizing 


10 Worms e.fl. 

14 ZodJec sign 

15 Seafood item 

16 Relative 

17 Songstress of 
yesteryear * 


21 IA city 

22 Go-between 

23 Vessel 

25 Mimic 

26 Songstress of 
yesterday 

33 Slowpokes 

34 Garden tool 

35 1002 

36 So much in 


37 Durocner 

38 Adhere 

40 Edible tuber 

41 In demand 

42 Hockey player 

43 Opus for 26A 

47 Objective 

48 Lily relative 

49 Play for time 
52 Shells 

54 Nautical 
monogram 
57 Opus tor 17A 

61 Division word 

62 Give heed to 

63 Street talk 

64 Tabby talk 

65 Urges 

86 Sediment 

DOWN 

1 Youngsters 

2 Soto 

3 Coin 

4 Jacket or 
soup type 

5 Residue 

6 Shrimp — 

7 Other 

6 Encourage- 
ment tor 
teams 

9 ,1 — Blue?" 

ID Of greater 
magnitude 


SSSSg uuuu aalffl 

SSSSS ini aHBH 
aSSSSisssaagigg 

mum 

aanMM 


aaHaaaa 


ann an anna 


anaaHHBHBH 
mum aiiiH 
aaan aaga^M 


£1000 TWttum NhKte SenrfCM. Inc. 
. All ragffla Demd 


Yesterday's PantaSuhrn* 


11 Part of am. 

12 Golf chib 

13 Sibley or pup 
18 Homeless 

ones 

IS Neck park 

23 Gash 

24 Nimbus. 

25 Era 

26 Pass Into law 

27 Veranda 
26 Gr. letter 

29 Vivarium 

30 — a minute 

31 WHhln the law 

32 Flood 
preventive 

33 Where Zeno 
taught - 

37 Building , site 

38 Mediocre 

39 Seta 


nnnu onno onriTr? 
□Hnn noon rasonn 
nnraa pnnn nnonn 
nnnnnraramnnrann 
nnnn non 
nrorami nnnn nnn 
ennn nnnnn nnn 
rannnnnnniniiBaana 
nnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnno 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnno nnnn nnnn 


46 Animal 

handlers ■ - 

49 Use the pool 


41 Garment edge 50 Fork feature 

42 Rapid dance 51 Choir voice 

44 Of sickly hue 52 "Just — 

45 Metric weight doch-an 1 - 

for short dorris" . 


53 Nasty 

54 Exhort ' 

55 Health hazard 
-56* Seines ' 

56 Question 
" wpnl 

59 Craze 

60 Hockey legend 
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Unscramble these four Jumbtes, 
one letter to each square; to form 
four ordfriary words. - 



CENOU 


MEBBUN 




THE K/W6AROO FTOVEP 
TO BE A VALUABLE 
MEMBER OF THE FOOT- 
BALL TEAM BECAUSE . 
HE WAS NEVER THI6. 


Now arrange the ended letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hm: OF 

(Answers Monday) 

Yesterday's I Jumbtes: EVOKE MOUNT NEWEST OUTFIT 
I Answer: ■ What kintf of music cfld the tiddler's 

squeaking shoes make?— "FOOT NOTES" 



FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JUNE 22, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The you have parted with valuable 
New Mood today in Moonchild assets. 

offers an excellent oppommhy to SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novcm- 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
New Moon today in Moonchild 
offers an excellent opportunity to 
wind up whatever real affairs that 
have not been completed and to 
get new plans in dear focus with 
others. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Usual companions are not satisfac- 
tory and you fed you'd Gke to make 
some changes in friends but it is 
■not the time to do so. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You are not pleased with the way 
some outride matters are goin g but 
theu win align themselves to your 
■benefit if you don’t take drastic 
action. , -■ \. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
new interest seems of such para- 
mount importance but it has some 
adverse points winch could make it 
unwise so don't make those 
•changes now. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Show you are the one who 
. pays your obligations on rim* in- 
stead of procrastinating and paying 
interest charges and you save 
money. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
-are annoyed at an associate and 
want to state your views in no 
uncertain terra but time are fac- 
tors you do not know so keep 
controlled. 

VIRGOtf August 22 to Septembcr- 
22) This is the time to show you are 

.abte to have stidt-tMctiveness on 
your job despite afl sorts of temp- 

; taboos to go careening off to the 
new. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 
■22) You fed you should have a 
good time and are wilting to over- 
gpead to get n but don’t or you find 


bw 21) Whatever you have in mind 

where malting a scene at your 
residence is concerned, control 
yourself or sotne fired realty rffffl -- 
cuh problems follow. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This » the day for, 
yo u to nse extreme care on the 
highway, whether in an equipage 
or on foot as other make sodden, _■ 
violent, moves. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22- to . 
January 20) You are sour and 
angry about conditions you do not - 
like at all and can atieoate others if 
)yu in anyway make a point to tdT 
them off. 

AQUAMUSr (January 21 toFebrik 
«y •*) Now you are itching to get - 
out from under a promise madeor : 
some sitnathm that makes you fed - 
'frweratotf ** you’d better settieiii 
now objectively. - ■:»* 

WS«8: (Fawuaiy 20.to March* 
20) A kmg time acguiantance ex- 
peos anti possfaly 'demands raote 
■ of you than vpa are wfifara to tiee'-. 

bratadtfuUy pditpooe any mrat-; 
mest over tfaio/i ■ ;• ■ rv-- 

^.•MtlljWddldTO' 


, , * — w Eons OT - 

fetam anti capabilitka in vocatwia. 
that require your.hsimg a feeah 


•« the time bwduit need n^vita&k 
^gjn^wder top haye thra, oraf 
sober ""“‘P*- . . 

a ‘Tbc stars impe^ t&cr do not 
«fiqd Sfe a Jazgefy j^iQ , yo „ m y - 
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Uriiguay, S. Korea Britain sees 

. edge over 

play decisive game Egypt team 


UDINE.^R) — Urogeay have to 
pt^tbcmsefves out of deep 

- (fciwwsion to ^y m the ;WbrW 
Cop beyond thfir final opening 
round match against Sooth 
Tfiursday,. / 

“ Wehave to score the "goals wc 
. haven't , got yet,” said striker 
Ruben Sosa. “Now it’s not 
j-e&toggh .'to play Wen, we have to 

Captain' Enzo . Francescoli 
added: "Against Korea, it win be 
fikc Hk f final for ns.” . 

After a goalless draw against 
Spamaada 3-1 defeat by BeF 
glum^ Uruguay must beat Ac 
Ebie^ns -by a wide marg in to j o 
' througbto the second round. 

- • Bid 'manager Oscar Tabarez s 
main tasjcis to raise spirits among 
a deeply ^depressed squad. 

^Vw^ntadosonia^eiTora,' 
had so mAny lapses of attention 
os.thfi^drhe said; “But now 1 
have to think only of beating 
Korea." ^ 

T^barezsaid he would delay 
naming ; - his team ■" until shortly 
beforefhe kick-off, but striker 
' Carias Aguilera said the manager 
has already made up his mind 
who would play. 

“Everytliing is already decided 
and wie know who is going to 
play,” he sakt "We’re thinking 
only, about winning, we have no 
altemattye.^ - 

South Korea, beaten by both 
Belp^aiid Spain, are already 
virtaally dopmed to elimination. 


Only a massive victory over Uru- 
: gnay would give them any pros- 
pect of squeezing through from 
- third place in Group E. - 

But coac h Lee Hoe-Tails is 
realistic. -“Although they lost 
against Belgium, we know that 
Uruguay are a strong team and it 
will be difficult fin 1 us to hold 
them,” Lee said. 

“But we're not giving op be- 
fore the game,” he noted. 

Lee admitted his major prob- 
lem against Spain was in midfield, 
where Ids players were unable to 
match the physical fitness and 
strength of their opponents. 

He would not dxscuss any possi- 
ble team changes. But Byun 
Byung-Joo is likely to keep his 
place as the second striker along- 
side Choi Soon-Ho and Hwang 
Bo-Kwan, author of a spectacular 
goal against Spain, should remain 
in midfield. 

South Korean pride, as well as 
Uruguayan, will be at stake 
Thursday and Lee hopes his team 
can ar least match South Korea's 
best World Cup result ■ — a 1-1 
draw against Bulgaria in Mexico 
four years ago. 

In seven games so far in three 
World Cap final series, the Ko- 
reans have lost six and drawn one. 
Their first win, even if it is not 
enough to get them into the 
second round, would be a notable 
consolation for Lee and his 
squad. 


Dutch, Irish seek 
tobreak loaiam 


PALERMO. (B) The Dutch 
and must go for broke 
Thnrsday to be sure of emerging 
from the Group F logjam with a 
place in die second round of the 

WoiMOip. 

Both feams havfc sworn all-out 
attack Jn seaxch of a win . that 
would -guarantee a berth in the 

last Miv/' V • 

; drawn 

games Group ; F is perfectly 
poisolw^altfoafteamson two 

jjoints aptece with Tdentical goal 

- — - - - * ■ -■= •. - 
OlUCftiiOB.f'.-:. ■■ T- , . 

Asoffrer draw yould probably 
be enoqj^i to ensure progres s — 
provided then? is an outright re-, 
suit to t he other group ma tch 
b &t to eca Etig te nc FandH E gypt in 
CagUari — « but both camps have 


promised a positive approach. 

“You must go out to win, then 
yon know you’re through," said 
Dutch coach Leo Beenhakker, 
whose side have so far failed to 
live up to their billing as one of 
the pre-tournament favourites. 

His Irish counterpart Jack 
Chariton also expected an often 
game. 

“We might beat the Dutch, 
they might beat us but they’ll 
come and have a real go at us and 
well have a go at them,” he said. 

The two teams met in the 1988 
European championship when 
the Dutch needed a win to pip the 
Irish for a semifinal place. A 
disputed late goal by Wim Kieft 
settled it and sent the Dutch on 
the road to the title. 


Spain seeks to avenge 
’86 defeat by Belgium 


GOREN BRIDGE 


“ WfTH OMAR SHARIF 
TANNAH HIRSCH 

MW Mm Mwfla Sanfcaa. tnc. 


THE WINING DEFENCE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
: r ;NOKIH 
* A 18 3 
- -V 18 8 
' 10 8 S 

-•••• . ;* A 19 7 5 
WEST' - - ‘ EAST 
♦ Void - - * 8 6 
S?-1CQ'9T3 9A441 

.0lQT4-22: :O K J 9 
*6 4 ! 2 :' fXQ Ml 
.--'■sotrra 

.1.1 .♦ KQJ97542 

r rO.A 8 

•••v ' "■*. 3 


Soeth'; West North East 
4a r p«s :p«ss DW 
*m, : sy- P«s 

Pin r.~" ; Pa» • - 
^Oftoting lead: King . of V - 
■'.r. The doyen, of English bridge writ- 
, creVand someone whocould justifi- 
ably tay ebim to being the greatest, 
to Toqence Reese. .We were fascinat- 
ed by this hand he contributed to the 
-.bf-inpnthly Bridge Today. 

■\ . The contract of five spades 
-to close ta par for the han d . Note 
1 Ihattnie hearts wTU make except in 
tije iinhkeJy event that North hits 
-upon the ace of dubs -for his open- 
ing lead (oT a diamond and South 
shifts to a. dub) and gives partner a 

-ruff;,:.* 

' -After. the defense starts with two 


rounds of hearts it might seem de- 
clarer should make the contract. 
Suppose East shifts to the king of 
dubs. Declarer wins and raffs a drib 
high, leads any trump but the deace 
to the ten and ruffs another club, 
then crosses to (he ace of spades, 
again preserving the two-spot, to 
ruff a third dub, which establishes 
the long dub. Declarer still has ac- 
cess to the table by using the magic 
two of trumps to the three as the 
entry, aid South's diamond loser 
goes away an the good dub. 

Shifting to a diamond is no’ bet- 
ter. Declarer Wins and proceeds to 
establish the dub, as above. And a 
ruff-skiff simply saves declarer a lot 
of work. 

The winning defense is to return a 
trump at trick three. That deprives 
declarer of p"* of his dumm y entries 
before it can be put to any use. 
South can still set up a long chib, 
but there is no way to get to the table 
to enjoy that winner. Declarer wifi 
have to concede a diamond, for 
down one. 


Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 62515$ 


CAGLIARI (R) — England, 
even without the inspiration of 
captain Bryan Robson, are confi- 
dent they will have the edge over 
unyielding Egypt in their decisive 
final World Cup Group F match 
Thursday. 

After a disappointing draw 
with Ireland in their opening 
game, England lifted their game 
and their spirits with a 0-0 draw 
against European champions the 
Netherlands last Saturday. 

Coach Bobby Robson, reticent 
and unsmiling for most of these 
finals, has been buoyant since his 
reshaped team, with its five-man 
defensive system, sparked into 
life against the Dutch. 

“The players know they per- 
formed well and they feel good 
about it,” be said. 

“Now we have to continue the 
good form and complete the job 
of qualifying for the second 
round. We do not fear Egypt, but 
we do respect them,” he added. 

“They have collected their 
points quite comfortably by drop- 
ping back behind the ball and 
making it very difficult. It may be 
that long-range shots could be 
worth a dip,” be noted. 

Victories are desperately 
needed in Group F where, after 
two matches, aO four teams are 
stalemated on two points each 
with identical 1-1 goal differ- 
ences. 

If the final group matches be- 
tween England and Egypt and the 
Netherlands and Ireland both end 
in draws with identical scores, 
organisers must draw lots to de- 
cide which teams go through to 
the last 16. 

In the absence of Bryan Rob- 
son, England will probably 
choose either Neil Webb or Steve 
McMahon in midfield alongside 
Paul Gascoigne and may consider 
selecting Steve Boll, a second 
division striker with Wolves, for 
his first foil appearance of the 
finals. 

Bull, who has scored 130 goals 
in three seasons, could ease out 
Chris Waddle ami provide extra 
physical thrust and strength. 

Striker Gary Lineker, scorer of 
England's goal against Ireland 
and top scorer in the 1986 finals, is 
expected to recover from a dam- 
aged toe go play. 


VERONA. Italy (R) — Spain, 
needing a point to be sure of a 
place in the second round of the 
World Cup, have a score to settle 
with Belgium Thursday. 

When the two sides last met in 
a World Cup tie in Mexico four 
years ago, Belgium won a penalty 
shoot-out to reach the semifinals. 

The Belgians made sure of a 
place in the last 16 with a 3-1 
defeat of Uruguay Sunday, but 
they paid a heavy price for their 
victory. 

Eric Gerets was sent off, 
earning an automatic suspension 
for the match against Spain, and 
fellow defender Leo Clusters 
strained a thigh muscle. He will 
not be fit until the second round. 

Another defender, Georges 
Grun, and midfielder Bruno 
Versavel are doubtful for 
Thursday's Group E tie. Grun 
suffered a cut leg and Versavel 
took a knock on the knee. 

“When there’s even the 
slightest doubt about his fitness, I 
will not field Gran, and the same 
goes for Versavel.” coach Guy 
Thys said. 

“I only want players in my 
team who are 100 per cent fit. I 
need them too much for the 


second round,” he added. 

“But that doesn’t mean that I 
see the match against Spain just 
as a friendly," Thys said. 
“Winning first place in the group 
is important.’ 1 

Spain’s 3-1 win over South 
Korea — thanks to a Michel 
hat-trick — lifted an enormous 
weight off the shoulders of coach 
Luis Suarez, who had come under 
fire after the goalless draw with 
Uruguay in their opening match. 

“Naturally we intend to 
improve things. But the main thin g 
was to win and qualify,'* Suarez 
said after the South Korea match. 
“We can now play more calmly 
and more easily. ” 

Spanish newspapers died it a 
“lacklustre win” and stressed that 
South Korea could hardly be seen 
as top-class opponents. 

But Suarez is not expected to 
make any changes for Thursday’s 
match. 

Thys on the other hand has no 
option but to reshape his side. He' 
is expected to field midfielder 
Patrick Vervoort and defenders 
Philippe Albert and Pascal Plovie 
if Grun and Versavel fail fitness 
tests. 


Ogris, Rodax steer 
Austrians to victory 


FLORENCE (R) — Seond half 
goals by Andreas Ogris and 
Gerhard Rodax earned Austria a 
2-1 World Cup win over the 
United States Tuesday in a bad- 
tempered match which produced 
one sending-off and eight book- 
ings. 

Austria’s Group A triumph 
kept alive their slim hopes of 
reaching the second round as one 
of the four best third-placed 
sides. Italy won the group and 
Czechoslovakia were second. 

Ogris ran half the length of the 
pitch to score in the 5 1st minute 
and Rodax added the second 12 
minutes later to liven up a dour, 
aggressive match which saw Au- 
strian Peter Artner sent off and 
five bookings in the first half 
alone. 

Syrian referee Jamal A1 Sharif 
sent off midfielder Artner in the 
34th minute for going in with two 
feet on American striker Peter 
Vermes. 

The incident was characteristic 
of a match littered with late tack- 


A1 Amai Arabic School would like to announce to the parents 
a dormitory programme for high school students who would like 
to gel their diploma from California. If you are interested in 
sending your child please write to: 

Al Anuri Arabic School 
21881 Lenar 

Mission Viejo, CA 92692 

Or call: (714) 458-7620 ask for Samira Taber 


Telefax Nefax 18 
Photocopy Machine 
SHARP SF-815 

Tel: 666304. 


cause departure 


COCKTAIL 


Improved Terms!: Commodity Import Progr am (CIP) 

fejbuJI dyjjJI iMSj £lfeUI <> «Luil 

Attention: Private Sector Importers and Local Banks 

Improved terms are available for about $5 million in foreign 
exchange financing under Jordan's Commodity Import Program 
(CIP). Private sector Jordanian importers of U.S. made or 
manufactured items are approved for CIP Letter of Credit 
financing on a first-come, first-served basis. 

This financing is available at interest rates ranging from 8 to 12 
per cent, Jordan Dinar downpayments as low as 10 per cent 
and the balance payable in Jordan Dinars over periods as 
follows: 

Attractive Deferred Payments!: 

i. Up to two (2) years for raw materials. 

Z Up to three (3) years for intermediate goods. 

3. Up to four (4) years for capital goods. 

Attractive Exchange Rates!: Payments m Jordan Dinar shaB be 
fixed at the exchange rate on foe date most advantageous to the 
importer that occurs between the date of the Letter of CredBt and 
the date of the Bill of Lading. 

To apply, importers should make applications to (heir local 
banks arid request CIP financing. For additional information, 
importers or banks may call USAID/ Jordan at Tei. No. 604171 
aid request to talk with CIP Office Personnel. . 


ling and ferocious challenges. 

The victory gave Austrians 
their first points of the tourna- 
ment, while the Americans ended 
their group programme pointless. 

The Americans, playing in 
their fust World Cup finals for 40 
years, scored a consolation goal 
through Andrew Murray eight 
minutes from time. 

He finish ed off a weaving run 
down the left by Tab Ramos. 

The goal lifted the Americans 
and as the Austrians, battling to 
make up for the loss of Artner, 
began to tire near the end, the 
U.S. had several chances to 
snatch a late equaliser. 

The three goals were rare high- 
lights of a mediocre game, punc- 
tuated by too many stoppages for 
it ever to develop any pattern. 


Come enjoy your evenings 
at the 

Terrace & Pool of 
the 

Middle East 


Tel. 667150/ 667160 


FURNISHED DELUXE APARTMENT — 

FOR RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms, salon, dining room, two bathrooms, 
two verandas, with a telephone, independent central heating, 
car parking and Italian furniture. 

Location: near the Skating Palace - Ai Sweifiyyeh. 

Annual rent: JD 4,000 annually. JD 500 monthly. 

For more Information please call Tel. 617328. 


Czechoslovaks 
look to second 
round games 

ROME (Agencies) — Czechoslo- 
vak coach Josef Venglos took his 
team’s 2-0 loss to Italy in stride 
and immediately looked ahead to 
the second round. 

Despite the loss, Czechoslova- 
kia finishe d second in Group A, 
with four points from two victor- 
ies, and will open the second 
round in Bari against the second- 
place team from group C, likely 
to be either Costa Rica or Scot- 
land. 

Venglos said he was satisfied 
with his team’s performance 
against the powerful Italians. 

The Czechoslovaks counterat- 
tacked fiercely Tuesday night in 
the second half and pierced the 
tight Italian defence several 
times. The team's goalie, Jan 
Stejskal, also played a superb 
game, stopping repeated Italian 
drives and keeping Italy from 
running up the score. 

“Our team has been playing 
competitively against very strong 
opponents,** Venglos said. 
“Against Italy, a stronger team, 
we bad some problems.” 

But Venglos didn't dwell on 
them. He looked ahead to the 
second round and seemed to wel- 
come the chance to play in Bari, 
perhaps more neutral ground 
than Rome’s Olympic stadium, 
where the fans are wildly partisan 
for Italy. 

“Being the home team is al- 
ways an advantage and, in this 
case.it was one for the Italians,” 
he said. 

The more difficult game is 
coming ahead,” Venglos said. 
“It's our duty to prepare well for 
the next game. We have a 50-50 
chance. It will be an open game 
— more open than tonight.” 

But Czechoslovakia will have 
| to open the sudden-death second 
round of the World Cup without 
the team’s key striker, Tomas 
Skuhravy, who received his 
second yellow card of the tourna- 
ment Tuesday night. 


isl 


f 4 RENT 

Many villas and apartments 
for rent & sale furnished or 
unfurnished in Abdoun, Um 
Utheina, Sweifieh and many 
other locations. 

For more details please call 

ABDOUN REAL 

ESTATE 

Td: 


AT THE 

The French 
(Music Dav 


THE M 



JENTRE 

It of June 


World Cup teams 
switch to maths » 


ROME (R) — The fortunes of 
many World Cup teams now de- 
pend more on maths than marks- 
manship. 

The system of winnowing 16 
second round teams from the 
original 24 starters is so complex 
that world champions Argentina 
have to wait until Thursday night 
to know both their next venue 
and their opponents. 

They think they will meet Bra- 
zil in Turin — but no one can be 
completely sure yet. 

The method is simple enough 
at first sight. 

The top two teams from each 
of the six first round groups qual- 
ify for the second round. That 
makes 12 — and so fax so good. 

Deciding the next four places is 
generating hours of seemingly 
endless permutations. 

Under FIFA rules, the four 
best third-placed teams from the 
six groups go through- Priority 
goes to those with the most points 
so countries who have three are 
obviously better off than those 
with two. 

If this cannot separate the four 
best, then the calculation is based 
on the better goal difference. 
Following the old soccer logic, if 
you score more than yon concede 
you have a better chance of win- 
ning. 

If sides have the same goal 
difference, advantage is given to 
those who have scored the most. 
So a goal difference of 4-2 is. 
better than 3-1. 

If this still fails, then lots are 
drawn. 

After the first two groups — B 


and D — had finished! Argentina 
-and Colombia had both guaran- 
teed their berth in the last 16 as 
two of the four best third-placed 
teams. 

Both had three points and a 
positive goal difference — in each 
case 3-2. As no team finishing 
third in either Group A or Group 
F could possibly beat this, their 
places were secure. — ; - 

That leaves two “best of .'the 
rest” places up for grabs injhe 
last four groups. To complicate 
matters, even teams who lost 
their first two games are still in 
contention. 

Providing a team does not fin- 
ish bottom of the group, iwo 
-points and a reasonable goal dif- 
ference could well be enough for 
qualification. 

When Austria met the United 
States in Group A Tuesday, for 
example, both still had a chance 
of going through even though 
neither had a single point before 
their final game. :: 

Group C and Group F pose 
peculiar problems. 

In Group C, if Brazil beat 
Scotland and .Sweden defeat Cos- 
ta Rica, results which do not defy 
logic, all the teams except Brazil 
wiU end on two points. Brazil 
with four points have already 
qualified. 

The team with the best goal 
difference would then go through 
as second-placed in the group. 
The next best would stand a 
chance as a candidate for a third- 
placed qualification and the-dast 
'would automatically be elimin- 
ated. . 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Furnished three-bedroom apartment in Abdoun area. First 
floor near Abdoun Supermarket, modem kitchen, -2 
balconies, 2 bathrooms, fuiiy equipped with appliances 
including telephone in excellent condition. 

Please call tel. 604922 n 


WANTED 

Nanny and house keeper required by a Jordanian family abroad 
to take care of two children age 9 and 11. Must speak English 
fluently. 

Please contact P.O. Box 1953 Amman - Jordan giving 
full details of past experience and qualifications. ’ 
Salary is negotiable. 



Interflora 


% 


For birthdays, weddings, births, jubilees or just so, you car 
send flowers through us all over the world. * z 

Housing Bank Centre tel. 682100 



CHAN ICS 


the healthy refreshing 
dririk from Karofine vfi 


1 Performances: 3:30, 6:00. 830 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 ^E Cinema 


Woman e B: 3s3fy 6:15. 1^30, ~ 1030 ■ . - 


PHILADELPHIA 


Performances: 3*30. &15. &30. 1030 l ' 



f Cinema 

[ NUOUM 

Tel: 675571 




HIRED 


€ 

TO KILL 


M . * 

Performances: 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

4 


Friday A Sunday extra show at 11:00 a.m. - | 


Cinema 

PLAZA 

Tel: 699238 j 

Madlha Kamel, Kama] Shl- 

| 


nawi and Hlsham Abdul 

Hamid In \ 

i 

/■w | 


4 

The Old Man and the i 
Crook Arabic 1 

Performances: 3:30, 6:15, 10:30 

j*? _ • aJF; E» 

k 


■r. 
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Gorbachev says he may cease 
to be Co mmunis t Party chief 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Under fire from 
Communist hard-liners at a key party conference, 
reformist President Mikhail Gorbachev Wednesday 
raised the prospect that he might soon no longer 
lead their party. 

Gorbachev, at the Russian preliminary approval Monday to 
Republic's Communist Party a “decree on power” that calls for 
meeting, reacted to criticism by party cells in the government, 
the largely anti-reform delegates security police and armed forces 
of the direction the party has to be liquidated, 
taken with him as general By a 2,008-to-398 margin, the 
secretary. conference delegates approved a 

'This doesn't have to do with resolution saying the decree 
mepersonally,'* Gorbachev said, “would weaken Communist 
“Tomorrow, or after 10 days, influence in society,” and 
there may be a new general strengthen “reactionary 
secretary or chairman of the elements.” 
party.” Tuesday, a Siberian hard-liner 

- He did not say if he might called for the resignation of 
resign or if he expected to be Gorbachev and the entire 
ousted from the party job. Giving Communist Party leadership, 
up that position should not affect The party chief of the city of 

his -five-year term as president of Kemerov, Alexander Melnikov, 
the Soviet Union. complained that under 

-The delegates at this week's Gorbachev, the party was being 
meeting will form the majority of removed frfrm decision-making in 
delegates at the national party major aspects of life, the Soviet 
congress opening on July 2, which News Agency (TASS) said, 

is expected to make considerable At the same meeting a few 
changes in the party leadership, hours earlier, Gorbachev spoke 
.The Russian Communists proudly of the very same thing, 
voted by an overwhelming An estimated 100 to 200 Rnsoan 
majority Wednesday to condemn ’ party delegates are radical 
a legislative proposal that would reformers, 
weaken party influence in the The separate Russian party was 
army, KGB and government. absorbed into the national one in 
The con f erence also decided 1925, shortly after Russia joined 
Wednesday to characterise their several other republics in the 
current meeting as a founding creation of the Soviet Union, 
congress of a separate party for Of the 15 Soviet republics, only 

the vast Russian Republic. Russia has not had its own party. 

The Russian Commnnist Party, in part because Russians 
which would remain within the dominated the national party, 
framework of the national party Russia oon tains three-quarters of 

of more than 18 million members, the Soviet territory, 

was absorbed by the central party Meanwhile Pravda said 

65 years ago. Wednesday Yeltsin may suspend 

' -Wednesday’s vote on the party his membership of the 
cells was a rebuff to Boris Communist Party to make 
Yeltsin, who calls for reform on himself a better leader, 
an even more radical scale than He feels he may be more able 
does Gorbachev. to represent all Russians in his 

Yeltsin, as the new president of new post as president of the 

tiie Russian Federation, heads the Russian Federation if he were 
republic parliament that gave outside the party, it added. 


lliescu pledges to lead 
Romania to democracy 


BUCHAREST (R) — President 
Ion lliescu pledged Wednesday to 
keep Romania on the road to 
democracy and to end what he 
called the country’s moral decay. 

Speaking after his inauguration, 
in Bucharest's Atheneum Con- 
cert Hall, lliescu was unapologe- 
tic about his government’s role in 
dealing with street protests last 
week, although he admitted there 
had 'been excesses. 

The United States boycotted 
the 'ceremony in protest at the 
government's use of miners who 
rampaged through Bucharest for 
nearly two days last week, beat- 
ing' up suspected government 
opponents. 

Many diplomats attending the 
ceremony did not applaud Dies- 
cu’s speecb, in which be called 
international criticism of the 
Romanian authorities irrational. 

“Accusations that the author- 


ities would have brutally repres- 
sed a peaceful anti-government 
demonstration and suppressed 
the opposition are not only irra- 
tional, but also lack any basis In 
fact,” die president said. 

lliescu said the government 
early last week had faced what 
■ looked like an anti-state rebellion 
and both internal and external 
attempts to destabilise the lead- 
ership. 

Many people from Bucharest 
and outside, including miners, 
had responded to the govern- 
ment’s appeal for help in halting 
riots and the ensuing efforts to 
restore order had led to excesses. 

“We unequivocally dissociate 
ourselves from all actions that 
went beyond a legal framework,” 
said lliescu, who several days ago 
appeared on television thanking 
thousands of miners for what they 
had done. 


W. Berlin asks to scrap 
anti-blockade reserves 


WEST BERLIN (R) — No lon- 
geran island in a menacing Com- 
munist sea. West Berlin wants to 
scrap the huge and costly stock- 
pile rof emergency supplies kept 
for- 40 years in case of another 
Soviet blockade. 

Red Army forces cut off all 
land- routes to West Berlin in 
1948-49 to try to force the West- 
em alHes out of the enclave city. 
The' allies broke the siege with a 
10-month airlift and ordered a 
buildup of a permanent supply 
stockpile as a precaution. 

In 1989, a democratic revolu- 
tion-toppled surrounding East 
Germany’s Commnnist govern- 
ment,- breached the Berlin Wall, 
launched the two Germanys to- 
wards onion and left West Berlin- 
ers -wondering about their garri- 
son mentality. 

^Whcu November 1989 came 

around and it became st unning ly 

dear- that Germany was on the 
way: to unification, it became 
obvious that further blockades 
would be inconceivable,” 

' Gerhard Elbe, a Senior city offi- 
- dal, said in an interview. 

Last month, the West Berlin 
Senate (government) asked West 
Germany to seek permission 
from the allies to abolish the 
1.6-billion-mark ($940-millioa) 
stockpile, funded entirely by 
West German taxpayers. 

The Bonn government is con- 
sidering the request. An allied 
military spokesman declined to 
comment. 

The four World War II allied 
powers, the Soviet Union, United 
States, Britain and France, still 
run Berlin’s security under a 1945 
pact. splitting up Nazi Germany. 


What is now East Berhn and East 
Germany originated as the Soviet 
zone. 

Allied talks with the rapidly 
converging two Germanys to can- 
cel these residual powers are now 
under way. 

With times so changed, Erbe 
said, there was little doubt that 
approval for dismantling the 
stockpile would eventually be 
given once time-consuming pro- 
tocol hurdles were cleared. 

“It’s logical, isn't it?” said 
Erbe, the Senate Economics 
Ministry official who oversees the 
stockpile. 

Stored in scores of warehouses 
and costing 200 milli on marks 
($118 million) a year to maintain 
and replenish, the stockpile is a 
treasure trove of life's necessities 
with special allowances for Ger- 
man tastes. 

Two hundred million bottles of 
beer are squirreled away among 

350,000 tonnes of food reserves 
including frozen and canned 
meat, wheat, rice, dried and con- 
served fruit and vegetables, dried 
potatoes and sugar. 

Then there are fuel depots, 
medicines and medical equip- 
ment, hygienic goods, basic com- 
munications materials like news- 
print paper and kaleidoscopic 
variety of spare parts for such 
basics as rapid transit trains. 

The food and equipment 
mountain dates from the famed 
Berlin airlift, in which U.S. and 
British forces flew in 1.5 million 
tonnes of supplies on 200,000 
flights from the Western-occu- 
pied zone of Germany over a 
1 0-month period. 


Such a move would mark the 
first time a top Soviet official has 
sought to be free of the influence 
of tiie Communist Party, which 
until recently was the only legal 
party in the country. 

“It is quite logical,” Yeltsin 
told the Communist Party daily in 
an interview. “The transition to a 
multi-party system authorised me 
as chairman of the Supreme 
Soviet (Russian parliament) to 
defend the interests of all the 
people of Russia, both party 
members and non-party 
members, one party or five 
parties. 

Yeltsin, a radical Communist 
widely considered the most 
popular Soviet politician, was 
elected to the Russian Federation 
presidency on May 30 and 
tmmediateiy launched plans to 
give the influential republic more 
control over its own affairs. 

The Russian Federation 
accounts for 160 millio n of the 
Soviet Union’s 280 million people 
and over half its Communist 
Party members. 

Yeltsin also expressed 
dis ap po in tment with the current 
conference of Russian 
Communists in the Kremlin, 
saying the speeches on the first 
day, Tuesday, were too 
orthodox. 

He told Pravda he bad been 
thinking very seriously about 
suspending his Communist Party 
membership after 30 years. 

“So that would mean for the 
period of the chairmanshi p or 
presidency to suspend 
membership in the C o mnmna t 
Party — not to leave the party but 
to suspend membership,” he 
said. 

“ft a very dUBcuM to tthe tint 
derision,” he added. 

Yeltsin said he wonld not 
decide until alter a crucial 
congress of the Soviet 
Qo mmna at Forty ends in July. 

Yeltsin told Pravda that the 
first day of that conference, 
winch has now voted to form a 
Russian branch of die Soviet 


Somoza’s 
family to 
return to 
Managua 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP) — 
Former dictator Anastasio 
Somoza’s family is free to return 
to Nicaragua under a recent 
amnesty declared by President 
Violeta Barrios de Chamorro, a 
government spokesman said. 

A nice and oewphew of 
Somoza, exiled since his 
overthrow in July 1979, said they 
were flying to Managua Saturday 
to become the first members of 
the old ruling family to return to 
Managua. 

Presidential spokesman 
Antonio Lacayo said the 
government “knew absolutely 
nothing” about the arrival of Luis 
and Julia Sevilla Somoza. But, he 
said, “all Nicaraguans can come 
back and begin a new life, 

Mrs. Chamorro's 
administration decreed an 
amnesty on May 10 authorising 
“broad and unconditional 
amnesty for all the political and 
related common crimes 
committed by Nicaraguan citizens 
up to the date of publication of 
the current law." 

A previous amnesty for 
political offenders declared by 
the Sandinistas only covered 
crimes committed after the fall 
Somoza, leaving his family out in 
the cold. 

Luis Sevilla Somoza, one of 20 
family members living in exile in 
the United States, said he and his 
sister Julia planned to spend a 
week in Managua. 


Communist Party, had featured 
too much criticism of the 
leadership’s policies of 
perestroika, or reform. 

“It seems to me the discussion 
is going one-sidedly,” he said. 

The criticism of the Central 
Committee and politburo was to 
a certain extent justified, Yeltsin 
said. 

“But one should not only 
blame tiie leadership of the party, 
since this is a democratic 
process,” be added. 

Meanwhile the parliament of 
Soviet Georgia, pressed by 
hunger strikers, convened a 
special session Wednesday to 
discuss legal steps for securing 
independence for the Caucasus 
republic, TASS reported. 

On March 9, the Georgian 
Supreme Soviet condemned the 
republic’s annexation by the 
Soviet Union and called for 
negotiations on independence, 
becoming the fourth of the 15 
Soviet republics to begin a 
parliamentary struggle for 
secession. 

The Supreme Soviet convened 
a month ahead of scheduled in 
response to demands from 
hunger-striking university 
students in the Georgian capital 
of Tbilisi, the Soviet News 
Agency said. 

The dozens of students ended 
their hunger strikes last week 
after theiT demands on the 
session and its agenda were 
satisfied, said Valerian 
KhuJrihunashvili, a Moscow-based 
Georgian activist 

The session that opened 
Wednesday was to discuss (nils on 
the transition to independence, 
elections, citizenship, economic 
independence and other 


Tamil Tigers begin retreat 
to jungle as troops advance 



COLOMBO (R) — Tamil 
-separatist rebels began retreating 
in to the jungles as troops backed 
by artillery and helicopter 
gunships fought their way 
towards the eastern town of 
Batticaloa, military sources said 
Wednesday. 

A military officer said it was 
possible the fishing town of 

43,000 people may be taken 
without resistance from guerrillas 
of the Li berati on Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE). 

“There might not be a fight for 
Batticaloa as the Tigers are 
withdrawing whDe the troops are 
dosing in,” be said. 

He was unable to say how dose 
troops were to the town. 

Government troops have been 
given orders to crush the Tigers, 
who emerged from the jungjles 
this year to take undisputed 
control of cities across thfe north 
and east of the island from 


repeating -Indian soldiers. 

The Tigers have been fighting 
for. almost two decades for a 
separate state for minority Tamils 
in the region, first against tiie Sri 
Lankan army and then the 
Indians who were invited in by 
Colombo in 1987 when its own 
campaign had failed. 

Military sources said some 
Tigers were now slipping back 
into the jungle to resume their 
guerrilla struggle. 

However, others remained in 
the open, fighting advancing 
troops with automatic weapons, 
rocket propelled grenades and 
mortar bombs. 

Military sources said 
government soldiers Tuesday 
secured the eastern towns of 
Kiran and Kalawancbikudy. On 
Monday the port of Trincomalee 
was captured by security forces. 

The Tigers launched a fierce 


attack Tuesday evening on 
FOttuvil town in eastern 
Amparai district, the sources* 
said! Three Tigers were kfiled 
and three soldiers wounded in- a 
battle that followed. 

In the northern Vavuniya 
district -heavy fighting was 
reported in Mankntam after the 
Tigers renewed attacks on an 
army camp. No details of the 
fighting were available. 

Details remain sketchy about 
casualties in tiie fighting, which 
started last week when the -Tigers 
abandoned 14 months of peace 
talk*; and' overran a string of. 
police stations. Many captured 
officers were killed in cold'blood. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Ranjan Wijeratne told 
parliament Monday 600 Tigers 
had been killed in the battles. 
Militar y sources said about 100 
soldiers also had died. 


N. Korea proposes to resume 
border talks with South soon 


Groups of pro-independence 
protesters gathered outside the 
gnwimmr nl building in Tbilisi 
where the session was held, as 
to have repeatedly over past 
dqm to press their demands, said 
Tm Danselya of the National 
Inriep— tlrnrr Party. 


17 iqjured 
as blasts 
rock U.S. 
carrier 

TOKYO (Agencies) — The U.S. 
aircraft carrier Midway was rock- 
ed by two explosions Wednesday 
off the coast of Japan and a naval 
official in Washington said 17 
sailors were injured. 

The U.S. Navy said crewmen 
brought the ensuing fire under 
control and nine burn victims 
were evacuated by helicopter 
from the Midway, flagship of the 
American Seventh Fleet. 

Four were taken to Yokota Air 
Base, on Tokyo’s outskirts and 
five to Yokosuko Navy Base, the 
carrier’s home port, 45 
kilometres southwest of the 
Japanese capital. 

“The fire is under control. The 
ship is steaming under her own 
power,” said navy spokesman 
Lieutenant Dane Lajoye. No 
deaths were reported. 

The first explosion rocked the 
ship at 1223 (0323 GMT) and the 
second at 1323 (0423 GMT), a 
U.S. Navy news release said. 

The explosions occurred after 
smoke was reported shortly be- 
fore midday while the ship was 
carrying out routine flight opera- 
tions 200 kilometres northeast of 
Yokosuka, it said. 

The cause of the explosions 
was not known, it said. 

The Midway was to have par- 
ticipated in a 10-day joint U.S.- 
Japan drill off northern Japan 
starting Wednesday, an official at 
Japan’s Defence Agency said. 
The incident occurred before the 
drill got under way, be said. 


TOKYO (R) — North Korea 
Wednesday proposed to the 
South that their inter-Korea bor- 
der talks, suspended since Febru- 
ary, resume soon, the North Ko- 
rean Central News Agency re- 
ported. 

The heads of the various 
Northern delegations to the talks 
proposed in a telephone message 
to their Southern co un te rp arts 
that preliminary contacts for 
high-level political and military 
talks be held on June 28 and 
parliamentary talks on July 12, 
the agency, monitored here, said. 

In a previous telephone mes- 
sage delivered on June 13, North 
Korea said it would not agree to 
resume talks until Seoul clarified 
its position regarding United Na- 
tions membership. 

KCNA, reporting Wednes- 
day’s message, said: “We have 
derided to resume the dialogues 
suspended by your side, out of a 
sincere desire to settle the ques- 
tion of peace and peaceful reuni- 
fication of the country as soon as 
possible through dialogue. 

“There are still problems re- 
garding the basic position and 
attitude of your side toward dia- 
logue and the reunification ques- 
tion." 

It added: “We expect an 


affirmative reply from your side.” 

A government spokesman in 
Seoul immediately welcomed the 
Northern proposal. “We always 
wanted dialogue with North 
Korea and we will resume border 
talks, though we have to check 
with our delegates for the dates,” 
he said. 

North Korea reacted bitterly to 
tins month’s San Francisco meet-, 
mg between Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev and Pyon- 
gyang’s chief adversary. South 
Korean President Roh Tae-Woo. 

The North, increasingly iso- 
lated as the South forges wanner 
ties with both Moscow and its 
Eastern European allies, has 
attacked Roh for his overtures to 
Moscow, caning them part of a 
plot to cement tire division of the 
Korean peninsula. 

Border dialogue has been sus- 
pended since February when the 
North boycotted all inter-Korean 
bonier talks, protesting at joint 
U.S.-South Korean tmKtary exer- 
cises. 

Meanwhile, a woman who blew 
up a South Korean airliner on 
what she claims were orders from 
Pyongyang warned Wednesday 
that an increasingly isolated 
North Korea could resort again to 
similar acts of violence. 


Kim Hyun-Hui, a self-confes- 
sed North Korean agent who 
killed 115 people when she 
planted a bomb aboard the Ko- 
rean Air Lines jetin 1987, was 
convicted, sentenced to hang and 
then pardoned, though she says 
she deserved .to die for her crime. 

The 28-year-old agent, who 
managed to capture the affec- 
tion of the country whose citizens 
she murdered, held a rare, news' 
conference Wednesday and. 
spoke about her numerous mar- 
riage proposals, her guilt, and of 
the Communist North which she 
says taught her to kifl. 

Dressed in a neat blue suit and 
immaculate white blouse, die 
captivated her audience with her 
measured answers. She spoke 
mostly in Korean, but answered 
questions from Japanese journal- 
ists In excellent Japanese. 

Kim always kept her head 
down in court and spoke almost 
too softly to hear dmipg months 
of trials, but Wednesday die. 
spoke deaity and footed directly 
at her questioners. ' • 

She said she Jives -M constant 
remorse and has yet Tjegun to 
think of other things,' inducting ' 
her future, a job and how to 
respond^ to; 'numerous offers of : 
marriage. 
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Poland asks to take part in exhuming 
bodies of officers killed during war 


WARSAW (Agencies) — Poland 
has asked the Soviet Union for 
pe rmissi on to take part in exhum- 
ing the bodies of Polish officers 
massacred by tiie Soviet secret 
police during World War II, the 
Polish News Agency (PAP) re- 
potted. 

The Foreign Ministry sent a 
diplomatic note to the Soviet 
embassy requesting that Polish 
Red Cross experts be allowed to 
join in the “exhumation and iden- 
tification work," the government- 
run news agency said. 

The request followed the discl- 
osure of the probable burial site 
of 6,200 Polish officers who were 
held in a prison caqip at Ostasb- 
kov, 200 kilometres northwest of 
Moscow. 

For 47 years, the Soviets de- 
nied involvement in the murders. 
The crime became known as the 
Katyn massacre when more than 
4,200 bodies of Polish officers 
were discovered in 1943 in a 
forest at Katyn, in eastern Po- 
land. 

But the burial sites of the rest 
of the officers — the elite of 
Polish society, called up from the 
reserves and then interned after 
the Red Army invaded Poland in 
1939 — remained a mystery. 


Soviet authorities acknow- 
ledged in April that the officers 
had been murdered in 1940 by 
Stalin’s NKVD secret police and 
intelligence agency, not by the 
Nazis as Moscow had claimed 
since 1943. 

Last week, the KGB, the 
NKVD’s successor, identified a 
park outside the Ukrainian city of 
Kharkov as the likely burial place 
of 3,900 soldiers. 

On Monday, Soviet officials 
told a Polish parliament delegation 
visiting Moscow that Soviet inves- 
tigators had located the apparent 
burial place of at least some of 
the 6,200 officers who dis- 
appeared after being held at the 
Ostashkov camp, PAP said. 

The site is in a forest near 
Miednoye on the Moscow- 
Leningrad Highway north of the 
city of Kalinin, about 150 
kilometres from Moscow, PAP 
said. 

MasS graves of victims of 
Josef Stalin’s purges, most of 
them Soviets, also have been 
discovered at the site. PAP, quot- 
ing sources dose to the Polish 
delegation, said that although no 
Polish prisoners have been identi- 
fied so far, “much goes to indi- 
cate they rest there.” 


The graves of the Ostashkov 
prisoners may haw been spread 
across the region, the Pohsfa daily 
Gazeta Wyborcza said. 

The parliamentary delegation 
planned to visit tiie Katyn and 
.Kharkov graves and rfiscus legal 
and fi na n cial issues — inducting 
claims by tiie victims’ fanriKee — 
with their Soviet counterpart!, 

. PAP said. 

Meanwhile the Soviet Union 
has formally rehabilitated 16 
leaders of Poland’s poet-war anti- 
communist oppo siti on who were 
jailed in Moscow in 1945, Polish 
sources said Tuesday. 

The 16, who supported the 
Polish government-in-exile. were 
arrested after being lured to Mos- 
cow by dictator Josef Stalin. They 
were subsequently given jail sent- 
ences of up to 10 years. 

One of them, a Polish general, 
died in jail. The others returned 
to Poland after serving their sent- 
ences and three were still afive, 
the sources said. 

The sources said the Soviet 
Union had told the Polish embas- 
sy in Moscow the Soviet Supreme 
Court had annulled the jail sent- 
ences and formally rehabilitated 
the 16. 
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Protesters arrive in San Francisco as AIDS conference starts 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Pro- 
testers from around the United 
States have arrived in San Fran- 
cisco along with an estimated 

10,000 researchers attending the 
sixth international confere n ce cm 
AIDS. 

The protesters are led by the 
AIDS Coalition To Unleash Pow- 
er (ACT UP), a militant group 
founded three years ago in New 
York. The demonstrations are 
designed to call attention to what 
ACT UP member Arawn Eibhlyn 
calls the “complete lade of gov- 
ernment response” to the 
epidemic. 

The meeting is being held 
Wednesday through Sunday. 

The protests began Tuesday 
afternoon when more than 1,000 
people marched 10 blocks 
through downtown to demons^ 
trate at the offices of tiie U.S. 
Immigration and Naturalisation 
Service, protesting the 1987 law 
barring people with the human 
immunodeficiency virus from 
(HIV) entering the country. 

The march was orderly. Eight 


people were arrested after going 
through a police barrier in front 
of the b uilding . 

One marcher was arrested by 
city police and seven by federal 
police, all on misdemeanor 
charges, said San Francisco police 
spokesman David Ambrose. 

About halfway along the mar- 
chers’ route, a huge doth banner 
reading “stop AIDS. Stop INS. 
terror," was unfurled from scaf- 
folding on a building. 

Later; about 100 people de- 
monstrated inside the Marriott 
Hotel, where part of the confer- 
ence is being held, chanting, “it’s 
our conference too.” 

Conference co-chairman Paul 
Voiberding warned earlier Tues- 
day that the 1992 conference is 
scheduled for Boston but many 
have to be held outside the Un- 
ited States if the immigration 
restrictions are not lifted. 

The INS in April agreed to 
grant 10-day visas to people with 
the virus so that they could attend 
tins and other professional con- 
ferences. 


The grassroots ACT UP, 
known for its noisy demonstra- 
tions, has a high-tech plan to 
coordinate the week of protests. 
Computers, cellular phones, 
beepers and fax machines fill a 
sophisticated media centre, and 
the group plans to spend at least 
$40,000. 

ACT UP is among more than 
100 international groups officially 
boycotting the conference be- 
cause of the immigration laws. 
However, 40 members of- the 
New York ACT UP chapter will 
be attending anyway. 

Liz Taylor announces 
AIDS outreach effort 


. Meanwhile actress . Elizabeth 
.Taylor, appearing frail but impas- 
sioned after a prolonged illness, 
has announced a new, interna- 
tional AIDS outreach effort 
Tuesday targeting grassroots 
organisations in developing coun- 
tries. 


In her first public appearance 
once her released from the hos- 
pital last Thursday foil owing a 
nine-week battle with pneumonia 
and complications, Taylor un- 
veiled plans Tuesday for the in- 
ternational fund of the American 
Foundation for AIDS Research. 

The fund, which Taylor said is 
off to a modest start, will expand 
AMFAR’s reach to East and 
Centra] Africa. Latin America, 
the Caribbean and South East 
Asia. 

“From tiny villages in Uganda, 
to the teeming slums of Rio, the 
International Fund for AIDS will 
soon sow the seeds of knowledge 
and hope, potentially saving 
thousands of lives in the pro- 
cess,” said Taylor, a co-founder 
of AMFAR and the organisa- 
tion’s national and international 
chairman. 

The fund, which raised 
$400,000 last December, will 
sponsor small workshops de- 
signed to help organisations in 


developing countries focus their 
strategies to combat AIDS. Such 
efforts will aid the groups when 
they approach Western donors 
for support, said AMFAR Presi- 
dent Mervyn Silverman. 

“I always tike the idea of train- 
ing the trainer, because then you 
magnify your effort,” be said. 

Taylor, on the arm of an 
AMFAR colleague, needed 
assistance to step up to the 
podium platform, and smiled 
with relief as she negotiated the 
30-centimetre rise. 

Dressed in a black, tea-length 
dress, high beds and .bold gold 
accessories, Taylor appeared 
radiant. She waved to tiie cheer- 
.ing crowd, smiling and clearly 
enjoying the enthusiastic wel- 
. come. 

But Taylor, whose pubiidst 
said she was near death atone 
pourt during her illness, spoke 
slowly and with care, maldne 
nmnrnal departures from a 
pared text. v 


ROUEN, France (P v 
oldest man, Henri 
died at the age of 11 . 
said. Perignon died in the 
mandy resort of Deauville, \ 
he retired in 1934 at the age 
after working as a 
nearby Cabonrg. 
that his proudest achieve 
was working as chauffeur to 
shal Louis Hubert Lyautey 
of the country’s 
diers at the turn of -the cet 
He lost an eye during his sc 
with Lyautey. 


Dick Tracy breaks 
box office record - 

LOS ANGELES (R) — W; 
Beatty’s Dick Tracy took in! 
million at the box office ov< 
weeken d^ making it the 
grossing opening of a f 
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.gisney spokeswoman has : 
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